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TRAVIS COUNTY
INTRCDUCTION
lravis County is located in central Texas. [ts county seat is Austin, which 18

is0 tha etats capitole. It is peculfar econmmically, containing zood farm laond in the
custern half and msdlocre ranch land in the west. This is due to the fast that it lies

syross the Balconss escarpmsnt. The Colorado River cute diagonally aorcas it frow

rerthwest to southeaste Tan tliller dan at Austin uakes Lake Austin and further up bres
mafieid (larshall Pord) Dam forms the much larpger Laks Travis,

With the sxception of one amall Cretaceous voleano south of Austing ena a thin
Hm rif‘ Tortissy sands and clays on tha eastern border, the entire county iu Lt TR

,,,,,, tacoous sedimerts, A syste:. of faults, known as the laloonass Vault Zonag

sxtent tinp- fraa north Texas to the Rio Grande, divides Travis Counbty inte twru definite
saplogio units. FBast of Austin the upper Cretaceous rocks are mostly chalks and ¢laye
in which there sre no caves, Tha upthrown side of the fault west of Austin is compocas
" lowar Cretaceous nerine limestones and is filled with mmerous small sinks and cavss.
"ne two main cave forming limestones of this area are the (len sse formation in the
'rinity group and the Edwards formation in the Frederieksburpg group. BSoth srs part of
the Comanche series of the lower Cretaceous.

The Tiwards in Travis County i1s more thickly bedded thau the Glen Rose, but ths

rain distinguishing cheracteristic is the bheds of layered chert which occur in the

“demrds and are absent in the Glen Rose.

As a result of large block faulting the Edwards is exposed in & narrow strip ex-
tending soutlrest of Austin., Otherwise it is confined to hilltops and small plateaus.
‘he Jollyville Plateau in northern Travis County is an example of this and reportedly
containg mmerous caves. However much work remains to be done both in this area and
in nost of worthwest Travis County, although preliminary scouting in the area just
north of Lake Travis indicates that there may be few caves to be found,

The known caves are consentrated just north of Austin in the area arocund Bull
Creek, in the city of Austin itself, and just south and west of Austin in the DLarton's
Ureek, llenchaca areas. The largest and most interesting caves of the county are to
be found between Barton's Creek and Manchaca, and it is still the most pramising ares
to look for new caves. The area contains Cave X, Goat Cave, and Ireland's Cave, thres
of the largest and longest caves in the county.

In the far southwest cormer of the county, below Lake Travis and in the drainape
ares of the Pedernales River, the little work that has been done indicates that there
are likely to be few caves. A distinctlive feature of the area, however, is the ocour-
rence of several oreeks draining into the Pedernales ending in stesp, high canyons

ending abruptly in waterfalls with deep plunge pools at their base, and in at least
ons insbance (that of Hammett's Cave) strong indications of an old cave which haz been
unroofed by the receding canyone

In genersl the caves of Travie County are quite small, occurring either in areas
drained larpely by sinks, or as’amall romms or orawls formed along bedding=planes,

It is doubtful i”™ more work in the county will reweal anything of any great siue or

engthe
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Jufe 8 HAME IQCALITY LENGTH DEPTH PAGE
i, Union Cpresk Cave Bergstram AFB 300 o® i9
2, Reilroad Cave McNedil 30°¢ 10t 7 28
30 loNell Cave MoNeil 50° 15 ¢ 18
Ly licNeil Bat Cave MoNail 1000 25¢ 18
5s Cricket Cave MeNoil Lo 10t ? 13
6, Unnamed cave MoNeil 25¢ ? 23
7. Baloones Sink Austin 75' 7 Lo 5
8o Dead Dog Cave Noo L Austin ? ? 28
9. Dead Dog Cave No. 2 Austin 15077 Lo 28

10. Dead Dog Cave Noo 1 Austin 10t 15 135

11. Dead Dog Cave Noo 5 Austin ? 350 13

12, Unnamed cave Austin 300 10¢ 23

13, Salamander Cave Austin 60" ? 15'1? 20

1. Unnamed cave Austin 30'? 100t 2,

15, Cottrell Cave Austin 80 25 12

160 Outhouse Hole Austin 50t 15¢ 20

17. Smelly Cave Austin 35° o' =43

18, Snakes Trail Cave Austin 25¢ ot 2

19. Bull Creek Cave Austin Lo or 7

20, Shoal Cresk Cave Austin 300 o 21

21, Three-J Cave Austin ? 2007 29

22, Perry Park Cave Austin 15 15'7 20

23. Flowstons Shelter Cave Austin EO' o ) 1 1Y

2ljo Hount Bennell Cave Auetin ol os 19

25, Mills=Zuck Cave Austin 35¢ o 19

26, Lake Austin Cave No. 3 Austin 35¢ o 16

27. Lake Austin Cave No. 2 Austin a5t 0t 16

28, Lake Austin Ceve Noo, 1 Auetin 25! o 16

29, Austin Caverns Augtin 200" ? 300 26

30. Bee Cresk Cave Wee% Lake Hills 125 O 6

31, Underwater Cave West Lake Iills 301 ot 21

%2o Undepr<the=Road Cave West Lake Hills 70t o¢ 21

33. Low Water Bridge Cave iio., 1 Austin 60" o 17

3o Low Water Bridge Cave No. 2 Austin Lo* o 17

%5 Rocky River Reoad Cave Rollingwood 208 100 20

360 Bluffington Cave Ne. 1 Bluffington 25t Qt T

370 Bluffington Cave No. 2 Bluffington 300 0 7

38, Bluffington Shelter Cave Bluffington Lo o 7

e Unnamed cave Rollingwood ? ? 2l

140, Johnson Branch Cave Austin 15¢ o? 18

L1, Unnemed cave Austin ? 15¢ 29

li2. HOPAC Cave Austin 65° or 19

L3, Bandit Cave Rollingwood 100° ? 10* 5

L, Zilker Park Cave Austin Lot o’ 23

L5, Cempbell's Hols Shelter Cave Austin 25¢ o* 9

L6, Hendprint Cave Austin 100° ot 15

Iy7o Barton's Cresk Cave No. 1 Austin 100¢ 0" 6

;8. Barton's Creek Cave No, 2 Austin 75° 0? &

li9 Undulating Spider Cave Austin ? 15 23

50, Lake Travis Cave Volente 308 ot 17
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o Umnanmed cave
o Waghwatsy Ceverns

City Park Cave

Lest Gold Ceve
Baskdoor Cave

Foster Cave

Cave X

Driskell Cave

Chicken Cave

Upnsmed eave

Geat Cavs

Midnight Cave

County Line Cave Ne. 1
County Line Caws No. 2
Irelend’s Cave
Cragkbed Sink
Hemmett's Cave

Unnamed cave

SHELTERS AND DOUBTFUL CAVES

1o
2o
. 25
Lo
So
6o
% To
8¢

9o
= 10

Barton’s Crsek Cave No. 2
Bes Cave

Cedar Shelter

Dead Dog Cave No, 3
Hamilton Pool

Handprint Shelter

levi Rock Sheltar

Rock Shelters (2)
Trammell Shslbter
Stillhouse Ceve

ALTERNATE CAVE NAMES

Amend's Cave =- Bandit Cave (# L3)

TIE caYrrvis v eae g
SO ORERL

Hiclkmmtown

Austin
Aunstin
Oak Hill
Ol Hill
Oale Hill
Osk Hill
Oele Hill
Oak Hill
Manchass
lanchaos
Manchase
Manchase
Manchass
Beg Cave
Bes Cave
Valenke

Auetin
Bee Cave
Velents
fustin
Bse Cave
Bustin
Bee Cave
hustin

Cedar Park

Auetin

Austin Cave .- Austin Ceverns (# 29)

Dead Dog Cave == Dead Do
Flowstone Shelter ==
JJJ Cave o= Three=J Cave .# 21)

owstons

Cave Noo. 2 (# 9)
er Cawe (# 23)

MoNeil Railroad Cave —- Railresd Cave (# 2)
Purple Cave == Ireland'e Cave
Foad Cave ~- Under-the-hosd Cave (# 32)
Rellingwood Cave —- Bancit Cave (# 43)

777 Cave == Three=J Cave (# 21

Salamanderiess Hill Tave -- Under-the-Read Cave (# 32)

Stene Gate CAve == Irelsnd's Cave (# 65)

& Wost Cave == Hammett's Cave (& B7)

-

o
25 ?
100° ?
55°
Lot
1250
300

30° 7

85¢

7

2517

2577

400" plus
1

100¢
¥

17

i3
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Caper: Taylor (aines

Dosoripticas The cave is locabed at the base of u cliff about 30° {rom Tarton's Creek.
The entrance is about 6° z 6' with two passages extending from it, They are joinsd
aftor a few fest by a 6° saddle. The left passage is primarily & 15' high chimney
Lo a 20° long upper level; the right passage extends for about 20" to a crawl to ths
right, About 10°' of digging through goat bones, silt, and rocks was done, with ancther
5% of digging necessary before entrance could be obtained to a narrow erack passage
through which a 4" stream of water issues to the outside sbout 10° from the cave
sntranes through a very narrow orack. The spring runs year round. The cuve is formsd
in Cretaceous limestons, prebably of the Georgetown formation, though it may be Edwards.
A few millipeds and cave orickets were the only fauna observed.

Refs TSS files

BALCONES SINK Travis County (# 7}
Aunstin 15° Quadrangle
Urper @ unknown

Dsscriptions The cave is an impressive sink 20° or so in diameter and ;0Y desp, with
sheey walls on all sides, neeessitating the use of rope to reach the bottom. Two
nen-mada tumnels have eut into the side of the sink in search of minerals, which
wer® never found, Leecal reports that a crewl et the botten of the gink leads to a
iengthy passages havs never been wvalidated, The bottem of the cave conbains pools of
wetsr from which Dro Bassett Maguire of the University of Texas has taken copspods,
ovtracods, end amphipods, o8 well as a clam and & planaria (Dugesia?).

Bibiiography: Widener, Donald L., ed. Texas Cave S "Additions and Corrections to
the Texas Cave S Vol, I, Noso 1, 2, & 35, p ii. Reprinteds SpeleoDigeats 1958,
page 1=307e ?ﬁﬁgiahod by the Pittsburgh Grotto of the NSS.

Refs TSS files, TCS

BANDIT CAVE (ROLLINGWOOD CAVE) (AMEND*S CAVE) Travis County (f L3)
bfustin Vest 7.5' Quadrangle
Ovmere Df’cr LoLo mm

Deseription: The cave has two entrances, one a wlkein and the other a 2° x 2 round hole
cut in the esiling, Althpugh rumored to consist of at least 12 rooms seversl are now
inagoessible because silt hes closed off some passages, The cave is dry snd about 107
deep, with seldem more than 3' or L' of overburden. The temperaturs of the cave is e

igtent 68 degrees. The Ybne of & prehistoric elephant and remains of & parti-ily

petrified tree trupk were found in the cave.

COas

o TRR B

and 1agands According to lepend the ceve was used by bandi%s as & hidsocub during
w time of the Civil War, robbing travellers crossing an old Coloradc River ford near
!!:.-w(,l_- Eddy. They dug an escape hateh whieh along with the original entrance were :E"i 1 1o
sameGime later and are"aaiz\er‘l filled until recently when a bulldezer uncovered part
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dislicography: Avonymous. "Babs, Caves, and Spelwal-nds” Micagh:rn—gc Octobeyr 1952,
ewking  Beme "Palr to Use Cave Wind to Air Condition Homeo® Austin Stetesman.
Uidensr, Demald Lo, ed. Texas Cave Survey, Volo. I, Noc 3, page 2l.

Ref: TSS files, VTG files

BARTON'S CREEK CAVE NO. 1 Travis Courty (# L7}
Cak Hi1l 7.5' Quadrangle
= Ovmesr: unlmown

veterfotions Ths entrance is a 3 x 2° wide crack located about 30° up on the side of
= s 75" high eliff, some 20% from Barton’s Creek. The cave is a tight 100° long crawl
snding in flowstone reaching to within e few inches of the ceiling. The limestons ia
very ormably and the floor ig covered with & very thick loyer of powdery dust. Drop-
cings of a bobeat were found at the enbranvs., Roger Sorrells snd Bill Russell were
the tirst to explore the eavs, using a dead tres trunk to gain entranes. Explored in
the spring of 1960
Ref: T35S files

RARTON®S CREER CAVE NO., 2 Travia County (4 LE)
_ el HIRE 7.5 Quadrangle
Owrer: uniciown

Dsoeriptions The sntrance to the cavs is located about LO' up on the same cliff as
Barton' 2 Cresk Cave noe 1, sbout 307 south of 1te. The entrauce is 5% x ' wide,
ot guicldly narrows to 1' wide x @' high. Many vines hang down over the entranse.
The cave ends in a flowstone benk reeching elmost to the ceiling after sbeut 75%.
Like Handprint Cave and Barton’s Creek Cave Noo. 1 the floor is covered with a very
thick Tine powdery dust, 1% is crusted over so that it settles when weight is placed
oa it, and in piaces is several fest thick with no indication of a bottam to the dust.
ihe cave wes roached in the spring of 1960 by James Reddell, Bill Russell, Diclk Reed,
Cherles Whiteman, end Bill Irving who used en aluminum extending television snterns
vith = ssble lsdder attashad to the top, end placed against the cliff,

Refs TSS files

BEE CREEX CAVE Travis County (# 30)
= Austin Wezt 7.5% Quadrangle
Owners unknown o
Descriptions The entrensce to the cavs ig looated ab an elevabtion of 6007, about 100° above
el Austin avd 20¢ from the top of the 2liff in a limestone ledge overlooking Bee Ureek.

% iz abous 3' x 3 in dinmebver, beginning es & L7 x §° wide and 3* high crewl which
sxienta for 60' where g 5' climb up leads inmto a 30 long, 15 wide, 10" high roam,

T poa L -



roon containsg meny formations, among whic .
\ Though some of the smaller formebions
the cave remeins a pretbty ons, A small crawlway lesads off fram the bagk of the room
but ends in flowstone after about ten feet, The formations in the cave are almost
all alive and a small pool may be found in the room. The only fauna observed wers
cave crickets, millipeds, and a few small surfece=type beetles. The cave is formed
sither in the Edwerds or the Georgestown formation of the Oretaceous. It has bsen
napped by Oick Smith, Elizabeth Kelley Smith, and James Reddell. (see map, po 3)
Refs TSS files, UTG {ilas

TGN CAVE NOo 1 Travis Couaty - 3!
Aagbin Wash 7.5° Quadrangle
Jmars uiknown
Jescripbion: The cave is located aloug & series of sheer cliffs about 70° wbows the
Colorsdo River. It is nothing more than a 30' long erawlway ;oing streisht back 1us
the Gli.ffg
Ref: TSS8 files, T. Phillips
BLUFFTNGTON CAVE NO, 2 Travie Couxty (f 37)
Austin West T.5' Quadrangle

Owners unimown

b ]

Daseriptions The cave is located only a shor®t distance from Bluffington Cave No. 1 in
the same series of cliffs. A small crawlway it is no more than 30%-35° long.
Refs TSS files, T, Phillips

BLUFFINGTON SHELTER CAVE Travis County (3 38)

Austin West 705" Quadrangle

Owmer: unimown

Dsseription: The entrance to the cave is about 10° high x 20° wide, with & large boulder
in front of it, There is a shallow pit near the entrance which is reported to have

besn much deeper et one time. The cave itself is about 30°=50' long, ending in a dry
caliche=1like £ill,

Bibliographys Widener, Donald L., ed. Texas Cave Sur% Volo 1, Noo 3, page 18, Reprinteds
SpeleoDigest: 1958, page 1=307. Published by the sburgh Grotto of the NSS,
Ref's TSS files, TCS

(1]

BULL CREEK CAVE Travis County (# 19)
Austin West 7.5 Quadrangle

Owner: unimown

Deseription: Located in & ¢liff abeve Bull Creek the cave is nothing mors than s grawiwsy

dead-ending after sbout 30740,
Refs TSS files
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gtin Weat T7.5' Quadrangle
Cvner: unknowvm

Doseriptions The cave is located at the head of u talus slope near the bed of Barton's
Cresk, The sntrance is a 5° high x 10" high scramble over breakdown. Inside the cave
2 gomewhat larper, but ends after 25°. The floor is very dry and covered with &
black sooty dusto A few dead formations are to be found in the cave.

Ref: TSS files

CAVE X Travis COUIIW (# 57)
Auvstin West To5' Quadrangle
Owner: Silas Foster

Desoriptions The cave is entered by a 16' sink in a small flat wooded area. At the
bottom there is a mall roon fram which e ocrawlway extends for 65° to a 13° drop,
then 277° to a 12' drop into a pool of water, with a tight squeezeway dirsctly over
the drop. A squeeze over a gravelbank at the bottom of the pit leads inte a larger
crawl which poes for 145' to the lst Big Room, after passing over liystery Hole, =a
crack in the passage floor too smell to permit entrance but about 15 deep and long.
It is down this hole that most of the water in the cave runs during floods and from
which air comes or into which it goes, The lst Big Room is a 1'=2' high, 20' wide,
120' long room, going an equal distance from its intersection with the entrance crawl,
Numerous 1' long soda straws and & small pocket of cave pearls are to be found in the
room, To the left a 2° high crawl along the side of massive breakdown deadends after
about 60", To the right what appears to be two distinot pessages, Cave Coral Crawlway
to the left and Turtle Turnpike to the right, are really only washed-out areas around
massive £411 in the center of the roome ©On the left just past the end of the big room
& 6' hole, named the Snalke Pit after a small non-poisonous snake was found there, drains
this part of the cave. About 100' past the Snake Pit there is a 17' pit, at the bottonm
of which an old lantern and trowel were found. A small unexplored orawlway, slmost
filled with loose pleces of cave coral doubles back under the main passage. A orawl
over cave coral leads for 30’ to Maguire's Misery, a 10" wide, 2' high passage with
a fow inches of water in it. This small paGsage opens into a 15° wide, 3' high room,
with a Lith drop along one side down which a tiny stream runs. Two tight, clay=filled
crawle above the drop and two below it end after a few feoet in oclay f£ill, At the
bottan of the drop the stream runs into the Water Passage, an 18" high, 2' wide crawl
with 6" of water in it, Although at present this passage is blocked by & very recent
rock fall, earlier trips found a tight passage, Coffin Crawl, extending for about 50°
into & comfortable 100" long orawl to a 5th drop. A passage to the left before the
drop remains unexplored. At the bottom of the S5th drop a tight squeezewsy lsd over a
15" drep into the Los Polliestos Roome This roam is 50" high, 35" long, and 30° wide
with a stsep conglamerate slope rising to within 15' of the ceiling. No passages
lead off of this room, which.is 100" below the entrance and about 1300 from it.

Geology: The cave is formed in Cretaceous limestone of the Georgetowm and Edwards fore
nations, The contact between the two limestones may be seen at the top of the second
pit. It is strongly controlled by joints, and has been enlarged by a stream. What
may be signs of faulting were observed near the bottam of the 3rd pit, where a possible
displacement of a foot or mors has occurred and what may be slickenslides were seen in
the Los Pollietos Room. There ie much red clay fill in the cave, from the lst Big
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Room alsc, The back of The cave, from the Wabter Paseage To the Los Pollletos Rcom

is in an exitremely unstable condition, Three known instances of brealdown within a
year are on record. The first occurred in Coffin Crawl while a clay fill was being
ranoved from the passage. It consisted of a 1° in diamster rock falling on the caver
ag his back brushed ageinst it. Luckily the passage was large enough to accomadate
both spelunker and rock. The second instance of breakdown was the filling of a pit

in the Los Poliietes koom whicn on the first Urip to the room was found to be at Least
15" deep, but was not fully explored; the second trip to the roon found the pit filled
completely by a recent rock falle The last instance of collapse was found in Coffin
Crewl on the last mepping trip when the passage was found to be campletely blocked off
near the end of the Water Passage. One small rock all but filled the passage while &
gecond much larger rock rested against it, Evidence points to ths Los Pollietos Room
lying underneath a small creek which runs underground near the cave. A pile of fossil
turtle shells was found in Turtle Turnpike ard identified by Holmes fomken a&s Terrepens
Canaliculata, an extinct Pleistocens turtle.
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Biologys Dr. Bassett laguire of the University of Texas has mads a study of ~rustacea
token from the saveo The report of his work on the effect of light om animels from
this cove and others has been published in Science megazine. He has collectel an
ostracod, Candena, sp., and a copepod, Paracyclops fimbriatus ?, from the cave. Ine
sects to be found in the osve include miliipeds, cave crickets, end beetles resen>ling
those to be found in Felton Cave, Small black salamanders were observed near the
entrance and at the second pit. Other fauna include a small non=poisonous snaks,
spparently washed=in, at the Sneke Pit;, and a number of small scorpions found in the
entrance passage. Two oOpossoms were seen in the amall crawl above the second pit.

Hydrologys A stagnant pool, 5° in dismeter and 6" deep, is found at the bottom of the
2nd pit and & clear pool 2' in diameter and 6" deep beneath a constant drip, Foster's
Faugsto This is the only water in the cave before liaguire's llisery where a small
stream beging; the stream runs from here to the Los Pollietos Room where it sinks
into loose breakdown. Most of the flood water which enters the cave runs down lystery
Hole: The drainege area of the cave covers at least one square mile, A serioss of
sinks on the gpurfacs drein much of the area, although quite & bit runs off down =
number of steep gulleys which drain into Barton's Creek. The small creek near the
cave poes underground in the vicinity of the Los Pollietos Roome Alsc possibly re-
lated %o the cave is a small spring which issues into Barton's Creek near Backdoor Cave.

Historys An old kerosene lantern and trowel in the %rd pit indicate that the cave was
entered many years ago, but nothing more is known nor is there any explanation for
the cave's nams, The cave was explored beyond the Lth pit by James Reddell, Bartel
llorgan, and Bill Russell who also mapped the first half of the cave in February 1960,
The same group, plus Elizabeth Kelley, made a trip to the end of the cave in lMarch 1960.
The map of the cave was completed by James Reddell, Philip Russell, and Bud Frank in
Uarch 1961, Totel surveyed length of the cave is 1%005% It is ranked by everyonse
who hes been to the back as one of the ten most difficult caves in Texas, (8es map, pe 11)

Bibliographys Reddell, James., +'Cave X." The Texas Caver, Vol. VI, Noo, 4, pages L13 and L9,
April 1%1@
Reddell, James, "Cave X." UIG Newsletter, Vol. I, No. 3, pags 1. lay 1960.
Widener, Donald L., ed. Texas Cave Survey, Vol. I, No. 3, page 19. Reprinteds
SpeleoDigests 1958, page 1=-307. Published by the Pittsburgh Grotto of the NSS,

Refs TSS files, ULCG files







ok Hi1l [o5° Quadrengle
Owner: unknown
Desoriptions The cave is entered by a tight crawl sloping down from a 10' in dismeter
sirk about 5° deep., This leads inte a 5° high, 20' x 25° in diamebter room. No leads,
fiyrmations, etc, Formed in Cretaceocus limestonse.
Refs TSS files, T, "hits
CUIY PARY CAVE Travis County (7 53)
Lake Travis 15 Quadranple
lomers City of Austin
Dsgoriptions The cave is reported to be a crawlway extending only a short distence back
into the side of a cliff overlooking the Colorado River at Austin®a Mstropoliten Park.
Refs TSS files
MIPIRBLL CAVE Travis Counby (i 15)
austin Vest 7o5' Quadrangle
Ovmars unknown
msoriptions The entrance to the cave is a L' in diameter hole dropping vertically for
nbout 207 to a talus slope. In ons direction a small room opens up, about 10f=20° iu
Hlanster. In the other direction a scrambis=down slope leads to a L0° in diameter
roa with an 8° high ceiling height, The cave is well knomn and frequantly wvisited.
Refs TSS files, R, Benfer
OOUNTY LINE CAVE NO, 1 Travis County (i 63%)
Oak Hill 7.5' Quadrangle
Owners unknown
vsscriptions The cave is located in ean area drained almost entirely by sinks and is the
northernmost of two caves located quite near each other, It con<ists of a crawl lesding
from the bobttam of a shallow 3ink, not explored beyond this point.
Refs TSS files
COUNTY LINE CAVE NO. 2 B Travis County (i 6l)
Oule H111 7.5 Quadrangle
Ownars unknown
Daseription: The cave is the southermmost entrance of two caves located close to each
other in an area of numerous sinks. Entrance to the cave is made through a crawl

loading out of the bottam of & shallow sink. Not explored for any great distance.
Raefs TSS files




L3

SINK Travis County (f 66)
No gquadrangle. Blanco Sheet 1/125#0009
Owmars unknown

Desoriptions The save is & 10° in diameter sink lylng in ths bed of Lick Cresk and is
under water at all times, the depth ranging from }}'=10's It drops sheer for sbout 20¢
to the top of a breakdown slope. Total depth is not known. The creek is encloasd on
woth sides by sheer walls, covered in places with flowstone, inoluding a 30° high
iravartine wmterfells The ares is definitely related to the features surrounding
Jlammatt's Cave and Hamilton Poole. The possibility definitely exists of its having
it cns time tean & cave which has new bean unroefad by the streanm.

Refs TSS files

ET CAVE Travie Coumty (o 51
wstin 15 Juadranzle
Ssre  nkn o
Lagoriptions A crawlwuy loeds to @ 10° long, 8% wids, 5'=b6' high dome=typs room, with

thousands of crickets in the recomo
Refs TSE files, 1. Fvans

DOG CAVE NO. 1 Travis Cowrty (§ 10)
fustin Kast 7.5' Quadrangle

Jrnerg unkaown

sssoription: The entrance to the cave is located up the hill from Dead Dog Cawe 7 2,

and is a round hole dropping straight down for about 15' to a small room a% the botban.
Refs TSS files, T. Whits

DEAD DOG CAVE Noo 5 Travis County (. 11)
fustin Last 7.5 Quadrangle
Owmees  ~nlknown

“esoriptions The cave is the furthest up the hill of the Dead Dog Caves, discovered in

December 1960 by Bill Russell and Dr., Bassett Maguire. It is a 35° pit.
Refs TSS files

LRISKTLY, CAVE 2 Travie County (i 59

Jak Hi11 705" Quadrangle

Thmers unknown

Dsgeriptions The cave is & narrow fissure, 2°' wide and L' long, at the botton of a &7

inep sink, 10° aoross at the top and 5' across at the top of the flisure. It drops
2 =30" to & room with @ narrow crawl leading off alonpy the fissure for asbout 207
tesonming too smanll, Formed in the Gearpgetown formution of Uretaceocus age.

Fefs TSE files



——— Taad 7 09 Drndwe P
Augtln West T.5° Quadrangie

Owpsr: vnknown

Description: The enbtrance to the cave is on a cliff overlooking Lake Austin and is about
10" wide, with much travertine deposited at it. It is only sbout 30° long.

Bibliography: Widener, Donald L., edo Texas Cave Survey, Vol. I, oo, 3, page 19
Ref: TSS files, Jo Stricklend

FOSTER CAVE Trevis County (# 56)
Austin West T.5' Quadrangle
Owmers Silas Foster

Descriptions The cave is entered by two L' in diasmeter sinks connected by a short crawl.
To the right a crawl extends for 10' before ending, whiles to the left a crawl extends
for 20' before it too ends. Two rattlesnakes were seen in the cave, which is formed
in the Gecrgetown formaticn of Cretaceous age.

Kefs: TSS files

GOAT CAVE Travis County (# 61)
Oak Hill 7.5' Quzdrangle
Owners Ac. Lo "iade

Descriptica: The entrance to the cave consists of thres small holes within & 10° in
diasmet.r radius, all lying in the same shellow zink; they drop 19', requiring equip-
ment, into the center of a 90' long, L4O' wide, 20'=30' high room. Several large
blreks of breakdown have fallen directly below the entrance cz-eatinﬁ & 20 high
5.6lf which extends to the east for about 4O, with narrow "canyons  along the
sides. To the west the shelf ends abruptly, while the cave continues 20 lower
for 50' whers it endsc; There are no passages from this one rcom. In the area beyond
the shelf there is a colony of several hundred or possibly thousand bats, probably
Little Brown Bats. On this same lower level there are several 6' high stalegmites
which when seen from the shelf are quite nice, though everything in the cave is
dead end covered with guano. There is much flowstone and many small formaticns,
only a few of which are alive at alls Everything in the cave was covered with e
green mold, light from the entrance being able to reach all perts of the cave. The
cave was first reported in 1957 in the Austin Statesmen in a much exagerrated forn.
1t was sxplored at that time by Eli Garza, Bernerd lundelius, Ves Iyles, and Bill
Thompson who found & goat at,the bottom of the entrance, which they rescued. It was
not revisited by cavers until May 6, 1961, when Bill Bell, Ann Wyss, Lymn Larremore,
and James Reddell of the UT Grotto viiited and mapped the cave. (ses map, page 22)

Bitliography: Henderson, Nat. "Nameless Cave Explored by L." Austin Statesman, Sept 22,
1957

Ref: T8S files
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s lurre sheller has peeu daveloped sowbalning vue ls.u"gs traveyrting dm. 30°
zd mhout one foot highe. Tu the left of this das & series of dame hews seu 001k
Mually Bloeking off the csvs in that direstion, Isavicg only eaourh rome for walsy
rune orge theme  To the rlght of the falls and sopedet seningd thes the aabranss 4o
cage usn e goen aboulb 157 above the dense Thig entranee 15 abowt FF wids nod ' hishk
aspnasche by way of a 1009=1%" lonz passazs tc a seeond entrance alerg the sanyan
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iled after a few mombths,

g; a,,zn;ys Anonymsus. ralases uUnder the Surths 4 Dirsehory of Caumerciall erabol
puge 10, Compilsy by The Nabional Spel=olopical SoClety. m%m, %, 16510
aiur, Vieter 5o "Comneratal Caves of Texas," Page 15, Ths Caves of Texas. odullstin
Tan oi‘ the National Speleoclogical Seciety. April, 1948,
rran, Kobert Lo "Addition to *Index %o All the inown Caves of ths World," pape 31.
sulistin Six of the National Spelsclogical Society. July, 19
trie, Jo 5o "Commercial Caves,” page 63, Bulletin Four of ths National Spelsolopisal
Society. September, 1942,
licer, Jimy. "Forsvtben Caves.” Houston Chronicle Rubopgravurs 1-’ua.§azim, Augo 21, 1445,
sfs TS5 files

PRINT GAVE Travis County (; LA}
in West 7.5 Quadrm zle
23 UTLKCTLA

riptions The cave is located ubout half=way up ths cliff about 75° sbove Barton‘s
sak. Ths enbrance is about ' x L', located near Handprinmt Shelter., Thers is &
21l vrper lavel passage 2 x 2° jua'h ingide ths shelter-like entranes., This is
sut 307 long whaere it drops through a small hols inbo the other passape, ths hols
g too small €o nepotiate. The main passage extends for 100" inte the cliff face
faore it ends. The floor of this cave, like that of the twn Darbon's Creek Caves,
L;i & powlery "duat" which forms a crust over the fleoor. This crust has bean
ipanted in the eave so that it settles only a 1ittle near ths entrance, althousn
1.‘-:,54 a4 DIt mere towards the bacsk of the cave, Tha pane of tha cawm comes rou
slier nsarby vhers theps i a handorind on the cailiinge

afts Tha Piies
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5 CAVE (olohs GATE CAV ;".aj \ Ponlsy GAaVs ) Travid Louncy \i Oh)

Bude 15" Quadrangle

Cwners Mr. Ireland

Descriptions The cave has a crawl-in entrence, leading to a low room, from which u crawl-
way--stoopway extends for about LOO' whers exploration stopped, the cave suntinmuing os

e large erawlway. A returm trip in 1950 found the owner unwilling o allow explorstlon.
Refs TS5 files

IO BRAIGR CAVE Travis Couaty (# LO!

N ERIEEt s o

AusBin West 7.5 Quadrangls

Tnerimpes oo

Loyt

baageiptions The cave is located in the side of a cresk neer MOPAC Cave and is en
v 3% x 5 walkein sntyranes, It goss bagk for aboubt 157 where it nakes a rig
i and soptinueas foy L¥=1%" befores dead-snding.

O HIL oW

Refs T8 files, T. Tnite

2 IS2IN CAYR HO5 X Travie County (3F =
ek Want 7.5 Quadranels

TINEPs  UrETIownh
Umscriptions The cave is sntered by & 1' x 2' wide hole under & ledgs above Lals Ausbing

VW low squsege leads inte the cliff for about 25 hafors ending.
Ref: TSS files

[ARE AUSTIN CAVE NO. 2 Travis Coumby (# 27)

Ausbin West 7.5 Quadeangis

Oomers unlmomwn

Dessriptions The cave is located upstream from Lake Austin Cave No. 1 at about the sane
level, It iB & 20'=25"' long crawl, 1' high and 2' wide. The floor is a fins dust.
Ref: TSS files

LAKE AUSTIN CAVE HO. 3 Travis County (# 26)

Austin Viest 705" Quadrangle

Orners unknown

Degeription: The cave lies between Lake Austin Cave Noo 2 and 4lls=Zook Cawe about 60°
above Lake Austine It is e L wide crawlway going for aboubt 30'=35° teo a 10' in dia-
neter, 3° high roum, with ne passages leading off. The floor is covered with a fiue

vhite pawdery dust,
Rafs TSS files



LARE TRAVIS CAVE Travig Counbty (# 50)
Loks Travis 15' Quadrangis
Ovmsr: unknown

Description: The entrance to the cave is 20° wide and 10° high end is located aboub 20!
underwater along the side of & bluff on Leke Travis. It is at least 257=~30' long.
It wae explored in the spring of 1961 by James Strickland of the UT Grottc.
Ref:s TSS files, J, Striekland

Austin West 7.5' Quadrangle
OCwney: unlknown

Deseriptions The cave is locatsd in a shallow sink surrounded by brush on the sloping
side of e drew emptying into Barton's Creek. The sink is sbout &' in dimmeter with
the cave sloping down from it for 10°. A crawl at the bottom leads te e room sboud
10" in diameter and &' high. Past this the cave drops sbout 10%. A ladder may be
in place at the drop but it cen be climbed with ease. A crawl leads to a smaller
room about 5° high from which several tight orawls extend. Some dry guenc was found
in the cave bul no bats were seen. Numerous harvestmen occupy the entrsmnce. The
cave wes rented some years previous by a man who believed that 11 jackloads of gold
had been hidden in the cave. He dug both in the cave and in several pleses nearby,
but naturally found nothing and after about six weeks abandoned his search.

Refs TSS files, T, Warden

LOW WATER BRIDGE CAVE NOo. 1 Travis County (# 33)
Austin West 7.5' Quadrangle
Comers unknown

Descriptions The cave is located aboul 100" above the Colorado River and 50' from the
top of a sheer cliff. A 10" wide shelf lies in front of the cave, continuing sround
a gentla bend for sbout 20 where it is only 5' wide in fronmt of Low Water Bridge Cave
Noo 20 This shelf continues back for about 20' where it is L0® long and comnects to
the shelter entrance of IWBC # 1 by a small hole, The cave propsr is a 5' wids, 3¢
high passage connected to a smallsr upper level crawl about 10° frem the entrance.

The passage is about 50° long where it dead-ends. The floor is a dusty white dirt.
Ref: TSS files

LONW WATER BRIDGE CAVE 0. 2 Travis County (# %)
Austin West 7.5° Quadrengle
Cwner: unknown

Description: This cave is entered by & 20' wide and 10' high walk=in. Located to the
north of Low Waber Bridge Cave i 1 i% is reachsd by climbing up a 5' ledge. The cave
itself is nothlog mors than 2 3' hiph, 2%=5% wide orawl for LO' where it ends. Both
caves have besn mepped by Disk Smith, Elizebeth Kelley Smith, and James Reddell.

(see map, page 22

N PECIEY 2% A
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Owners unknommn

Deseriptions The cave is entered by a shallow sink in a flat fleld, out of which & tree
grows. A nound of breakdown lies at the bottem down which you can walk to a L0° wide
rocm about 15° down., Heny small crawls are found around the psriphery »f the breskdown
on the floor of the room. Along one side an B' drop leads to a very tight crawlwey
about 20 long. This leads to a small roam with no passages leading out. Numerous
bate, probably Little Brown Bats, inhabit the cave at various times. MNuch guano covers
the floor. Ref: TSS files, A, Baril

MCNEIL CAVE Travis County (i 3)
Austin 15" Quadrangle
Ovner: unknown

Deseription: The cave is a very smell, shallow cave, now filled almost entirely with
trash end pgarbege. It can only be explorsd for about 50°,.

Bibliography: Widener, Donald L., ed. Texas Cave Sm-gﬁx, Vol, I, No. 3, page 19

Reprinteds SpeleoDigest:1958, page ° ed by the Pittsburgh Grotto of
the HSS)
Refs TSS files
1 IDNIGHT CAVE Travis County (# 62)

Oak Hill 7.5 Quadrangle
Owmeses Mr. Covert

Deseriptions The entrance to the cave is a 30 deep pit, in which equipment is useful
though not ebsolutely necessary. At the bottom of the cave there is a dry shelf sloping
down te water. The water is well over your heed. A passage can be seen going off
with about & foot of clearance between ceiling and water, but since the cave had been
uged ag s dump, by the time mest of the tin cans and bottles had been removed {rom the
passapge the explorers wsre forced to leave because of lack of time, Although previous
trips had been refused admittance to the cave this group consisting of Arthur Carroli,
Holimes Semkem, and Ken Baker were allowed to explore the cave. No return trips have
ever been mede. Cave is formed in Cretaceous limestone, probably of the Edwerds.

Bibliogrephy: Anomymous, "Trip to Midnight Cave." The Texas Caver, Vol. III, No. 1,
page 22, Jan=Feb 19580

- Refs TSS files, A, Carroll



1ITL AVE

1S=ZUCK CAVE Trevig Couxty (;° 25

145

Augtin West 7.5" Quadrsagle
Owners unknown

Descriptions The cave is losated sbout 100° above Lale Austin in a LOT high ¢liff fac
chout holf-wey upe The entranse is 3' high x L' wide, opening immediately into = 7
&' high, 10' long and 67 wide, A snsll squeezewny in the back of the room may be
snbered for 5° befors becoming toc small. A passage to ths left goes for aboub 107
as a L' z 3' wide passage, It then makes & sharp switchback to the right and conti
for ebout 6' before ending in breskdown, The floor of the cave iz silt over breals
1t iz used frequently by local childrem.

Refs TSS files

HMUPAC CAVE Travig Couaty (5 L2
Austin West 7.5' Quadrengle
(wners unknown (Vissouri and Pacifie Raiiroad 17)

Degeriptions The cave is located sbout 20" sbove the tracks of the lissowri Pacifis
Reilroad in & eubt, Abbtempts to block off the ceve by cementing the enbtranse are
evicenced by cement along one side of the 3 wide, [}’ high entrence, The cave iise
quickly narrows end lowers to 2° wide and 3 high and after about 20' to 2°' x 1%
It pontinues this size for about LO? befure beconing tuo small to nepgotiate. The
Tloor is dirt throughout and digging at the end might allow further entrance, The
linestone is very rotten. The cave is demp throughout and consideruble nold hea
formed over robtiing wood in the cave, whiech is litlered with trash, TFauna inelude
scne cave crisckets and literelly hundreds of larpge spiders, their webs in placsa
conpletely eovering the passage.

Rafe TSS files

WOUNT BONNELL CAVE Travis Counby (# 2L
Austin West T7.5' Quedrangle

Cvmers unknown

Deseriptions The cave is nothing hore than s short e¢rawl to a doad-end. Is 0o move

then 30'<lj0* in length., It is lecated on the slopes of licunt.Bonnell overlooking
I-E‘.k@ Ausgkin,

Refs TSS files
ONION CREEK CAVE Travis County {4 1]
lontopolis 7.5 Quadrangie »
Ormer: unknmomn
Descriptions This is one of the few caves in Texas formed on the downethrust side of
the Palconea Fault Zones 1% is formed probably in the Buda Limsstone of Cretacsow
agee Tt 1s located in the side of & gulley draining into Onien Creek. It is a 30!

passaze sboub €4 high with entrences at both endse
Ref: PSS files
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OUTHOUSE HOLE Travis County (% 16)

Austin West 7.5' Quadrangle
Cvmer: unknomm

Description: The cave consists of & round hole dropping streight dowm for about 15%,
Iwe orawls lead out from the bottom bub both end shoritly.
Refs TSS filae

PERRY PARK CAVE Travis Coumty (7 22)
Austin West 7.5' Quadrangle
Osmers City of Austin

Descriptions The cave is located near one end of a calichs pit. I¥ is entered by a 25
high x 3' wide orawl which narrows to 13' and continues for sbout 25' where it drops
dowm end the ceiling becomes L' high. Here & sharp right hend turn ocours with the
floor dropping steeply. After ebout 20°' the cave becomes oo low to negotiate, even
though it widens to sbout 10' and appears to end after 15° or so. Explored end mappsd
by Bud Frank end Dick Smith in Spring, 1961, (see map, page

Ref: T3S files

ROCKY RIVER ROAD CAVE Trevis County (# 35)
bustin West 7.5' Quadrangle
Ovmsrs unlmown

Description: The cave is entered by a shellow sink, with a tight squeezewey leading
from 4t into a 3' high, 25'=30' wids, 20" wide roan. There is a large block of
breakdown in the center of the room. A rattlesnzle wes killed in the cavs.

Reof: TSS files

SALAANDER CAVE Travis County (# 13)
Loke Travis 15' Quadrengle
Owners lire. MoFadden (?)

Descriptions The entrence to the cave is & small sink dropping to e strean pmssage, the
water going through a hole too small to nsgotiate, while ths passage continuss to mm
end in breakdown, possibly from a second, now filled entrance., Discovered and explored
by Dro. Bassett Maguire and Tom Wiright.

Biology: The cave is of considerable scientific value, since it is the farthest point
north that the salamandesr, neotenss, has been found, Fermissicn to w=izit
the cave should come from Dr. Magulre end will be strickly restricted to people engaged
in scientific research. Also found in the cave was en eyeless millipede.
Refs TSS files, B, laguire




SHOAL CREEK CAVE Travis County (# 20)
Austin East 7.5' Quadrangle
Oimer: unknown
Descriptions The cave is nothing more than & 30' long crawlway in the side of the bank
of Shoal Creek in a sheer limestone oliff,
Ref's T58 files, T, Evens
SUELLY CAVE Travis County (# 17)
Lake Travis 15° Quadrangle
Omner: unknown
Descriptions The cave is nothing more than a 30' or so crawlwey in the side of a hill
in the brusiy drainage area of Bull Creek.
Refs TSS files
SNAKE TRAIL CAVE Travis County (# 18)
Austin West 7.5 Quadrangle
Owners unknown
Degeriptions The entrence to this small cave is in a bluff sbove Bull Creek's Bast Fork.
Refs TSS files
UNDER-THE=ROAD CAVE (ROAD CAVE) (SALAIANDERLESS HILL CAVE) Travis County (# 32)
Austin West 7.5 Quedrangle
OCwmers unknowm
Deseriptions The cave is locasted near the head of a proaminent gully crossing under the
road and about 50' above the floor of the gully. The entrauce is sbout 10° wide and
8% high, with several large boulders lying in fro:rb of it, The cave consists primarily
of one roam sbout 15' wide and 25° long end a 30' long crawlwey to the right of the
room. Huch massive and unstable breakdown blocks the cave both on the left side and
at the back where a 15' long crawl extends through the breakidown., The cave has been
maged by Dick Smith, Elizebeth Kelley Smith, and James Reddell. (see map, page 22)

Bibliogrephy: Widener, Donald L., ed. Texas Cave Survey, Vol. I, No. 3, pege 21.
Refs TSS files

UNDERWATER CAVE Travis County (# 31)

Austin West 7.5' Quadrangle

Owner: unlmown

Doscription: Although the cave was at one time entersble and may be still bs entered when
the lske level is lowored, unless it has besn filled wi m wud recently, it Lies under

the weters of Bes Creelk, 1110 rem ult of backwater from ILalke Aushbin, A gm3il cave it is

Little more than a short
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UNPGLAT NG GPIVER CAVE Teavis Counby (. /S)

Uak Hill 7,5" Quadranpls

Doensrs unkiaown

Doseription: The entranse to the cave is a 2' x 2' squere hole located in & small
danression along the side of a oereek., The cave dreps shser for 15'. Although
chinnsyable there is 8 ladder in places A erawlway goes off ¥s the north, but
vad unexplored because «f the presense of literally millions of spidsrs campletsly
Pi113ns the entire cave.

Rafs TSS files

VASIFATER CAVERNS Travis County (i %)

Lala Travie 15 Qusdrangle

Ownars unknown

Usgeriptions: The cave was discovered by a wmman throwing washwater inte & pile of vocks
i afterwards hearing the water dripping down into the cuve, The rocks were removed
and & &' in diameter shaf% discovered dropping 27" to a sandy bottom, from which a
gnall hols sontined too anall to enter. Ths soapy water could be detscted ia a
spring some distance from the save.

Rofs TSS files, A. Carroll

ZITKER PARX CAVE Travis County (3¢ L)

Austin West 7.5 Quadrangle

Ovmars City of Austin (%)

Deseription: The eave is entered by a 6° in dismeter walkein passags which becomes &
crawl after & few fsst end eorntimues to & dead-end ufter about 357, There are & few
formations in the cave,

Refs TSS files, B, Benfer

UNANED CAVE Travis County (i 6)

Austin 15° Quadrangle

Cemer: vnknowa

Desoription:s The cave is a 2' high, 25' long crawlway, lecated near Cricket Cawve.

Ref: TSS files, T, Evwans

ONNAED CAVE Travis Ce uty (F 12)

Descriptiont The cave is enterad by s 10' desp fissure. It consists of g 20'«30' long

Ref: 7SS files, T, Evens
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* Lake Travig 15 Quadrangle
Osners unkuown
crewlway at the bobhboms
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TANED CAVE Travie Coundy (i 1,
Lake Travis 15' Quadrenglo
Omners: unlnown

Descriptions The cave is entered by a sink, and though 1ittle of the ceave iz now open,
it is rumored to connect to the fabled Indianmhead Ceve system (es are most of the
ceves of the ares.)o

Refs TS8 files

UNIAMED CAVE Travis County (# 39
Austin West 7.5' Quadrangle
Usners unknown

Deseriptions This cave has been reported by many people tc be under the biuff opposite
Deep Eddy Swimming Pool, which is itself fed by mumercus small springs. lerge sprir
iv the river issus from this cave, which was enterable at low water before the LORA
dams were built and now control the river flow, The cave is reporbtedly connected wi
& filled sinkhole in Rollingwood. A well drilled in the bluff over the spring hit =
80° space beforse drepping into water.

Refa 788 files

UNSAED CAVE Travis County {ff 51.
Lake Travis 15° Quadrangis
Owaer: Ro 0. Kretschmarr

Desoription: The csve w:s not visited during the course of this survey, but a repord
on the geology of the Jollyville Plateau mentiorns the cave and includes two picbures
teken of the entrance. This report states that the entrance has besen enlarged te
5 x 3° wide. It was formed in Edwards limestone of the Creteceous epe and contains
alluviel £i11, It is slso located neer a well.

Bibliographys Culbertson, Thamas Milton. Areal Geology of the Jollyville 2lateau and
the Regional Ground Water. Unpublighed A Thesis. Imiversity of lexas: Austin,
Texas. Way, 1948.

Refs TSS files

UNNAMED CAVE Travis County (# 60

Oak Hill 7.5' Quadrangls

Owners unknown -

Dessriptions The entrance ig & scramble-in down a slope to a 20 long = 10 wide x 8°
high room with = sloping crewl to a sesond room aboub the same sizo. It is located

negr Chicken Cave.
Refs TSS files, T, Fvans



lalkes Trevin 15 Quadrangle
vmar: uniknomm

Desoription: This cave is reported ss being & bat cave located on Cypress Cresk about &
rile dowmstrean from the old site of Anderson !1ill. The cave was mined for guano for
goms ysars befors and ai"ter 1863 end the guanc used to meke gunpowder for the Civil
War. The cave was mined by Thomas Anderson, sphriam Toungate and Nick Hays and pro=
cssasd at Anderson 1'ill. At present the cawve is probably under thy waters of Laks
Travis, as is the mill, Cypress Creak was flooded in the early 19i0's vhen Manafi.ld

Dem was constructed.

“ibliopraghy: Anonymous. “Anderson 1!ill Helped !lake South's Powder." Austin uneriean,
Uay 29, 1958,
" Anongmouss Kinpgdom in the Hills. Program for a lecture presented by Anderson 411
Gardensrs. Austin Area Garden Centor Flower Show. City Colissume, April 5-19; 1957.
Tompldng, Vary Toomsy. "Travis County Hills Again to Help in Ter."” Dallaa lcening
Eﬂﬁin Fabe 6, 19&20

Rafs TSS files

! HOTE

The followine caves have at one time heen reported to be in Travis Co s out upon
{nvestication have been found te be in neighboring countisss

~ UL CAVE (VERRILL CAVE). Lecated near licleil, the cavs is asbout # mile nortih of the
i = Pravie County lins, in Williamson County, Refy Texas Cavs Survey, Volo 1, line 3o
-

CTAHEY CAVE (KCVETL OUARRY CAVE)s Located near !loNeil., The cave is in Willlemson County.
y Heis UTG files

TUFILING CAVES 13, These caves wers reported in the Texaa Cave 5 as in Travis
Courtty.  Upon investigation SHELLIIG CAVE No., @ (OLD ATRIFSS UIUE; ;S found to be

Ldentical with SAD ATR CAVE and SHELLING CAVE NOo, 1 with ROCK BRIDGE CAVE, reported
{sorrectly) £o bs in Burnet County. Rafs Texas Cave Survey, papes 21-233 peges 5L wod

530

ATDRFALL CAVE., Looatsd nesr Spleswond, the cave is in furnet County.
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FILLED CAVES

AUSTIN CAVERNS (AUSTIN CAVE) Travis County (f 29)
Austin West 7.5' Quadrangle
Owner: unknown

Dsscription and history: Although Bulletin Ten quotes a description of a cave printed
in 1840 and cites this as belonging to Austin Caverns there is almost no evidence to
indicate that this is true and everything to point to its belonging to Bandit Cave.
The location given definitely does not belong to the cave known es Austin Caverns.
Also the entrence to Austin Caverms was uncovered in a limestone quarry. The descripe
tion of the cave given in the 1840 report mentions nitre, bear bones, stc., all of
which have been found in Bandit Cave. I think, therefore, that it is safe to assume
that the reference in Bulletin Ten has confused the two caves, both of which are or
have been commerciel, and both of which are surrounded by legend. The main entrance
to Austin Caverns was discovered while quarrying limestons. In 1932 Frank Chote of
Houston leased the land surrounding the quarry and started developing it as a commer=
clal venture. A shaft was blasted down to the beginning of the larger portion of
the cave, a steircase was built, and electric lights were installed. Howsver, after
several months, the projeot failed financially, end the ceave was sbandensd. Shortly,
thereafter the city declared the cave a hazard and ordered it closed; the enginsering
department blasted the entrance to the two tunnels at the bottom of the shaft, then
poured rocks end concrete into the shaft, Several years later, after a 1little girl
wes hurt when she fell into the hole, the cave was boarded over and a wire enclosure
was erected. By 1948 the old entrance had reopened itself and much of the cave could
be visiteds They appeared, however, to have been much altersd by the blasting. "The
largest room is ebout 50 feet by 30 feet by 6 feet high. Stalagmites throughout the
room have been curiously elwered off in such a way as to show clearly that they once
were taller than the present height of the room... Although the formations are badly
woathered, there are some interesting displays of fresh white caleite crystals and
flint outeroppings. The preponderant color throughout results from iron. There are
a fow small traveriine and flowstone deposits. No fauna was observed slthough there
were numerous stands of spider web in evidence." (Bul. 10, p. 4li) At this time the
cave is described as being emtered by "a vortical swallow hole about 50" deepscsthe
rock is heavily weathered and provides ample hand and footholds. At the boattom a
large crack strikes southwird, and a tiny hole northward. Follow the small northward
crawlwey about 30 feet into the cave. (The larpge southward fissure terminates in =
dead=end after about L0 feet.)" (Bul. 10, po 61§ To solve the "mystery™ of Austin
Caverns the newly~-formed University of Texas Grotto of the NSS, in 1952, set out on
a full-scele exploration of the cave. The results of their exploration were pube-
lished in four articles in the Austin Statesman. Among the people who explored the
cave at that time were lMackis Brown, Bob Hudcon, David Stauffer, Carroll Slemaker,
and Roy Pietsche The cave as they found it is desoribed in the second of the articles
by Carroll Slemaker, "The entrance to the cave iz at one end of the quarry, a boarded-
over hole enclosed by barbed wire. Beneath the boards the hole drops 30 feet into
the limestone; at the bottom a large crack leads off to the west, and a2 small squeoze-
way drops down and goes to the east. The westward crack leads %o a small passageway
which comes out at the basa of a bluff about 150 feet south of the entrance. But the
squeezewny takes one into a different world. Beyond the tiny entrance is a 20-foot
slope of rock and debris leading to & place where the tummel opens onto a wide, low-
ceilinged chember filled with cascading flows and peculiar pillars frozen in translu-
cent rocke Just past this is an apparent end of the cave. But by kneeling dowm you
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notise a small corrldor leading bacic under a ledge. Hore you 1is down and wiggles
through the passare. Finally the ceiling rises and the walls recede to disciose
another large rocme JImmedistely to the right, in a small oircular chambsr, is the
lergeet foruation in the cuve, a stalagnite whose bulk almost fills the small roonm
in whieh 1% ie lonsted., AL the oppeosite side of the room two small openings permit
access to 2till enother roomw «m a higher level. At one end this room narrows to an
extremely small size and leasds off, unexplored, to the east. Back in the second
large room & trall wanders farther into the cave. After following the trail several
minutes you énter the last of ths mccessible portions of the cave, a large roon in
which huge sheets of rock have fallen or have been jarred loose from the ceiling,
blocking & possible extension of the cave beyond this point." During the early
1050's the sink entrense to the cave was Pilled-in and a house built over it, The
cave at this time was explored by Bill Russell, Tem "hite, and other members of the
UT Grotto, who found that only about 200 of the cave was accessible and this only
from the westernmost crawl-in entrance, the filling of the sink entrance having
blocked the rest of the cave., By 1959 bulldogerz had finished the work of oblitera-
ting Austin Caverns by ccmpletely covering over the crawlway entranse, so that at
present there are no kaown extrancez to the cam., Other rumored entranses along
Lake Austin, Taylor Slough, end elsewhere, have all resulted in the discovery of
dead-snd crswls or filled entranses but not to Austin Caverns.

Lependss Hundreds of legends nbout Austin Ceverns sre in existence, ranging from wild
tales ebout coming up in the Capitol Building to its having been used by fromtier-
day bandits. This last legend is also applicable to Bandit Cave, which may also be
2 result of the confusion existing over the identity of the two caves. Other tales
tell of a fraternity pledge who was left overnight in the cave end returnmed with
& woird tals of having wandered for hours in an spparently endless maze of tunnels,
angountering waterfalls and deep lekes. The story is al:o told of three pecple who
diled lar back in the cave and whose bodies have never been found., Somewhers in
the cave there is alsc supposed To be & wall, bullt of bricks. Of sourss explorse
tion by qualified cavers have rewesled that all of the legends are untrue, at least
about this cave, though the presense of numerous small caves throughout the city make
it highly possible that the rumors may be trus, but the extent of Austin Caver s will
probably always be a matter of speculation because of the successive blastings and
fillings which have completely blocked the cave from all access.

Bibliographys Anonymous. "An extensive cave has been discovered...” Unentitled. Tele-

graph and Texas Register, February 5, 180. Page 5.

Anonymous, 'Bats, Caves, and Spslunkers.” lMisaphone., October, 1952,

Anonymous., "Blast Sealed liystery of Lost Caverm: Found in 1840." Auetin Statesman,
1952, (Third of four artiocles)

Anonymous, "Cave Explorers Reach Head of *‘oﬂ_: Caverns Underground Network." Austin
Statesman, 1952, (Second of four articles)

Anonymous. "Cave Rat®s Nest," page 5. NSS News, Vol. 10, No. 8. Augush, 1952,

Anonymous, ""Lost Cavern' Search Ends in Blind Alley: Dangerous.” Austin Statesman.
1952, (Last of four articles)

Anonymous. Palaces Under the Earth: A Directory of Commercially Opsrated Caves,
page 18, Compiled by The National Speleological Society. Washington, De Co, 1951c

Anonymous. "Prineiple Caverns in Texas," page LB83. The Texas Almanac and State
Industrial Guides The Endyclopedia of Texas. 1936,

Anonymous. 'UT ocudents Explore Austin Cave Hysterys 'Lost Cavern' Sought." Austin
Statesman, 1952. (First of four articles)

Craun, Vistor S, "Commercial Caves of Texas," page Llj. The Caves of Texas. Bulletin
Ten of the National Spelsological Society. April, 19L45:

Estes, Jemes H. "Notiworthy Caves of Texas,” page 63, The Texas Almenacs 19561-1962.

Nicholson, Frank E. "Caves of Texas, page 191, The Texas Almanac and State Industrial

Guide: The Encyclovedia of Texms. 1933,
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Welker, Jimmy. "Forgotten Caves.” BHouston Chronicle Rotogravure Hagazine, August 21,
1955.
White, Patrick Jo "Caves of Central Texes," page 61. The Caves of Texas. Bulletin
Ten of the National Speleological Society. April 1948,

Refs T8S files, UTG files

DEAD DOG CAVE NO. 2 (DEAD DOG CAVE) Travis County (# 9)
Austin East 7.5' Quadrangle
Owners Mr. Rowe

Description: This may be the same Dead Dog Cave as is listed in the Texas Cave S
since the description fits the cave before it was fully explorede There is, however,
a note in the files to the effect that this cave was blown up. The continuous dise
covery end destruction of caves on the land of the neighboring guarry mekes this a
definite possibility: The cave as it is known is a fairly wide 15'-20' deep sink
dropping down to a very tigh% crack passage, with a drop at the end into a large
room. The pessage formed an 18" or narrower fissure 20' deep wide emough to chimney
only in the middle. To slide down was to became hopelessly wedged. The room at the
end is about 20 x 4O' x 30° high. Among the explorers of the cave are Bill Russell,
Tom Phite, Toomy Evans, and Dr, Bassett Maguire. It is formed in Cretacecus lime-
stone, probably of the Edwards formation. Because of the dangerous nature of the
fissure the cave has been completely filled by the owner.

Biologys The cave was primarily important because of the orustacea found in it. Dre

Bassett Maguire has collect from a pool &t the end & cyclopoid copepod, %
fimbriatus, and amphipods. He has used these in his studies of the effects o

o5 oave Tauna o

Biblicgraphy: Anonymous. "Texas Caves: 1959. Most Difficult,” page lljs The Texas
Caver, Vol. V, Noo 1o Jan-Feb 1960,
Widener, Donald L., ed, Texas Cave S Vole 1, No. 3, page 19. Reprinted:
SpeleoDigests 1958, page mﬁﬁy the Pittsburgh Orotto of the NSS
Ref: TSS files, B. Maguire

DEAD DOG CAVE NO. L Travis County (# 8)

Austin East 7.5' Quadrengle

Ovmer: unknown

Deseription: The cave consisted of a deep orack in a sinkhole. It was umexplored when
it was filled at the building of the American Metal and Iron Compeny Parking Lot.

Refs TSS files

RAILROAD CAVE (MCNEIL RAILROAD CAVE) Travis County (# 2)

Austin 15° Quadrangle

Owner: unlknown

Descriptions The cave is located in sn artificial ravine near & oclump of trees, and
consiste entirely of a orewlway rumning under the tracks. Railrosd officials had

the cave clossdé becsuss it was msde dangerous by treine passing overhead.
Ref: TSS files
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TEREE J CAVE (JJJ CAVE) (777 CAVR) Travis Gounty (# 21)
Lake Travis 15' Quadrangle
Ormers unimown

Desoription: The cave consisted of a small sink to a room, from which a very small hole
is reported to have led to a series of large rooms and numerous passages. The cave
may possibly havp comnested ¢o the Indianhead system. Many fossils were to be found
in the cavs. It was explored on April L, 1954, by John Reagor, Jerry Ford, and Gerald
Seligman, The cave has bewn filled for the last few years.

Ref: TSS files, UTG files

UNNAMED CAVE = Travis County (# L1)
Austin West 7.5' Quadrangle
Ommers unknown

Description: This cave is located near Johnson Branch and consisted of a straight shaft
dropping 15'=«30', It is reported to have comnected with Austin Caverns, even though
it is slmost a mile away. This rumor is probably untrue but it mey well have dropped
into a fairly lorge cave., It has been filled completely with rocks.

Refs TSS files, T. Evans

SHELTERS AND DOUBTFUL CAVES

BARTON®S CREEK CAVE NO. 3 Travis County
Owner: unknown

Descriptions The entrance to this "cave™ may be seen about 30' above the ground on
“he face of the same ¢liff as Bsrton's Creek Caves 1 and 2. It is the farthestemost
hole to the north, It is a hole about 1' x 2' and appeers to be a cave. Unexplored.
Ref: TSS files

BEE CAVE Travis County
Ovmert unknown

Desoriptions This is an overhanging ledge at the town of Bee Cave. Beer was manue
factured here in early deys amxl the towm took its nsme fram the grotto.

Bibli;grapgz Estes, James H, « "Principal Caves of Texas," Page 63, The Texas Almanac:
1961=1962¢
Jackson, As To "Trailing Texas Troglodytes,™ pages 28, The Caves of Texams. Bulletin
Ten of the National Speloclogical Society. April 1948,
Whibte, Patrick J. "Caves of Central Texes,” page 61s The Caves of Texas. Bulletin
Ten of the National Speleological Societys. April 1948,
Widener, Donald L., ed. Texas Cave Survey, Vole 1, No. 3, page 18.
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CEDAR SHELTER Travis County

Owner: unimown ¢

Description: This is & mediumesized shelter and has been used by both Indians end white
men, the latter for storing cedar posts.

Bibliographys White, Patrick J. ™The Caves of Central Texas,™ page 61. The Caves of
Toxase Bulletin Ten of the National ﬂpeleological Soclety. April, 1945.
Widener, Donald L,, ed. Texas Cave Survey, Vol. 1, No. 3, page 19.
Ref: TSS files

DEAD DOG CAVE NO. } 3 Travis County
Cwner: unknown

Description: Thie is e sink with air blowing out through a breakdown £filling it. Hear
the other Dead Dog Caves,
Ref: TSS files

HAMILTON POOL Travis County
Omer: unknown

Descriptions This is a populer swimming plsce, costing 25¢ o enter. It consists of
e [j0=50 foot deep canyon about 100'-200' wide with a coreek entering at its top and
falling into a 30'-L0' deep plunge pools Behind the waterfall and around the entire
canyon 20° deep overhangs have formed with numerous stelactites hanging down in
front of theme. DBelow the pool the canyon contimes for about 7 mile before it
empties into the Pedsrnales River.

Bibliography: Logan, Ron., "letter to the Editor," page 3. The Texas Caver, Vol. IV,
Nos 2o Mar=Apr 1959.

Ref: TSS files

HANDPRINT SHELTER Travis County
Cvmer: unknown

Description: This is a shallow shelter about 15' across amd 10' deep, located near
Fandprint Cave at the seme level. A dim handprint can be seen in the roof of the
CBV@e

Bibliography: White, Patrick J. "Caves of Central Texas,"™ page 61. The Caves of Texas.
Bulletin Ten of the Nationsl Speleological Socisty. April 1948.
Widener, Donald L., ed. Texas Cave Survey, Vol. 1, No. 3, page 19.
Ref: TSS files

-
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LEYI ROCH SUELTER Travis Cau.-n'}r
temars unsnesm

Descriptions The entrance to the shelter is about 5 x 15% in dianstsr with a number
of formaticns all about and in the entrance. The cave was excavsted by members of
the University of Texas Archaeolozy Department, as was a site near the shelter. A
roport that there is & orewl at the back of the shelter for about 100" has not basn
validated, but 1% appears to be unbrue.

Refs 1TSS files

#OCK SHELPERS (2) Travis County

vmer¢ unknown

Leseription: Two rock shelters are located om wpposits sides of a stream, one on the
south facing north and the other on the north fasing scuth.

dibliography: White, Patrick Jo "Caves of Central Texas! page 61, The Caves of Texss,
Bulletin Ten of the National Speleologicel Society. April 1948.
Refs TSS files

IPAIELL SEELTER Travis County
Dwnern unknown

Daseriptions This is a low, ceve=like shelter, adjacsnt to a large Indian carpsite
which has shomm evidence of considerable usage.

Bibliographys White, Patrick J, "Caves of Central Texas,” papge 61, The Caves of Taxas.
Bulletin Ten of the National Spsleological Society. April 1948,
Widener, Donald L., ed. Texes Cave Survey, Vol. 1, No. 3, pags 22.
Refs TSS files

STILLACUSE CAVE Travis County
Ownery unknown

Deseriptions Thie caws or shelter is located at the hsad of Stillhouse Canyon. Though
called a cave it 1= almost certainly a fairly shallow shelter located st the probable
hend of Stillhouse Canyon. An article in the Austin Statesman reports that ths cave
wns the site of a bootlegsing operation in the 18060'8. According to the report "a
ranp of moonshiners is sald to have prospered there until they were paid e surpriss
visit by federal revenue and stats officers which resulted in a gun play and the
anmihiletion of the 1llicit booze distillers.”

Bibliography: Anomymous. "Cgyes in Bull Creek liills Furmish Safe Retreats for lioonshins
tar; 9y Officers Geb Clue to Nest of Stills." Austin Stetesmen, Vol. 51, No. 229,
Jamery 1, 1923,

Refs TS8 files
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