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THE CAVES OF EDWARDS COUNTY
GEOLOGY

Edwards County, situated on the southern Edwards Plateau, is a land
of gently rolling divide areas separated by gullies and canyons cut into
the resistant limestones. Rocksprings, the county seat and principal toun
as well as the highest point in the county at 2410 feet above sea level,
is headquarters of the sheep~- and goat-raising economy of the county. The
climate is characterized by low to moderate precipitation accompanied by
fairly high average teuperatures and subsequently high evaporation.

The Nueces River, forming a part of the eastern boundary, along with
the South Llano, West Nueces, and Dry Devil's Rivers, provides the principal
drainage for the county. The flow of the South Llano River is largely due
to Seven Hundred Springs, one of the largest springs in the interior Edwards
Plateau,

All rocks exposed in Edwards County are of Cretaceous age and from oldest
to youngest are described here as the Glen Rose Limestone, lower unnamed
formation, upper unnamed formation, Del Rio Clay, and Buda Limestone. Since
no caves are known from the lowermost or the upper two formations, they will
first be briefly described.

The exposed upper portion of the Glen Rose Limestone consists of alterna-
ting beds of resistant limestone and soft marl, recognized by stairstepped
hillslopes. It outerops only in the lower Nueces River valley.

The Del Rio Clay is found on the higher divides in the northern part of
the county. It is composed of beds of marl and clay with some thin limestone
and having a total thickness of about 20'. It may be recognized by a band of
mesquite trees and bushes which it supports.

Cutcrops of Del Rio Clay are usually protected by the thin Buda Limestone
wvhich overlies it., Although the Buda is a hard, fine-grained limestone, it
is not known to be cavernous. It is also recognized by a distinctive vegeta-
tion-=heavy growths of live cak. On the very highest divide areas in the
north part of the county, the Buda may be overlain by thin remnants of the
Eagle Ford Shale, consisting of not more than 10' of sandy brown crystalline
limestone.

The two principal speleifers, or cave-bearing formations, in the county
are the lower and upper unnamed formations of Lozo and Smith (1964). Formerly,
these were treated as a single water-bearing unit, or aquifer, by A.T. Long
(1962), and called the "Edwards and associated limestones." The lower unnamed
formatien (ILUF) censists of abeut 50' ef marly nodular limestone at the base
overlain vy 130' of wassive, cherty rudistid-bearing liuestone. This in turn
is overlain by 135' of cherty dolostone and dolozitic lizestone with soue
indications of gypsum beds having been lecached out by ground water. Above
the LUF is the upper unnamed foruation (UUF) consisting of about 240' of
wassive, cherty, rudistid-bearing limestone. Above this lies the Del Rio Clay.
In the southern part of the county the upper part of the IUF vecomes wore like
the UUF so that the LUF and UUF uerge into a single foruation, the Devil's
River Limestone.

In most of the northern two-thirds of the county the caves are apparently
controlled by the stratigraphic positions of the UUF and the widdle wassive
unit of the LUF. A very few caves appear to have formed in the lowest part of
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the LUF, due partly to ground-wgter migration along the basc of the LUF on top
of the relatively iuperuecable Glen Rose Limestone.

The general geologic structure of Edwards County is simple - all strata
dip very gently to the south about 10 to 12 feet per uile except in the
northern part where dips are about 3 feet per wile to the northwest. The
county is north of the wmajor faulting of the Balcones fault 2zone, but there
are a few faults, with displacements generally less than 30 to LO feet,
roughly paralleling the northeastward Balcones trend. A few faults northeast
of Rocksprings trend north to northwest.

Vater levels measured in wells in 1953-1955 by Long (1962, p. 21) showed
that ground water in the "Edwards and associated limestones" moved south to
southwest in most of the county, but southecast in the castern and northeastern
part of the county. Most of the water from the "Edwards and associated lime-
stones" is discharged as spring flow into one of the major drainages; however,
stall awounts move into the adjacent counties to the south.

Caves are distributed fairly randowmly throughout the county, with suwall
local concentrations of small caves. The presence of large caves in all areas
indicates that no one area is significantly better than any other for finding
new caves. Perhaps more than any other factor, the distribution reflects the
amount of work done on individual ranches; where a ranch has been visited only
onee the largest amd best-known cave or caves are known; where it has teen
visited several times the swaller caves have been discovered. The area showing
the least work and with, therefore, the greatest potential lies between RR 674
and Barksdale. The 47 recorded caves is certainly less than one-half of those
which will be found in the county.

References: Long, A.T. 1962. Ground-water geology of Edwards County, Texas.
Texas Water Commission Bull. 6208.
Lozo, F.L., and C.I. Smith. 1964, Revision of Comanche Cretaceous strati-
graphic nomenclature, Southern Edwards Plateau, Southwest T=xas. Gulf-Coast
Assoe. of Geol. Societies, Trans. 14:285-307.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS: We wish to express our appreciation to the following syste-
uwatists for their identification of biologic uaterial included in this re-
port: carabid and psclaphid beetles = Dr. Thowas C. Barr, Jr., University
of Kentucky; cirolanid isopods =« Dr. Thowas Bowman, United States Nutional
Muscuri; willipeds - Dr. Nell Ceusey, Louisiana State University; collenbola -
Dr. Kenneth Christianscn, Grinnell College; ants - Dr, Arthur C. Cole,
University of Tennessee; spiders and scorpions - Dr. Willis J. Gertsch,
American Museuu of Natural History; phalangids- Drs. Clarencc and Marie
Goodnight, Western Michigan University; roaches - Dr., Ashley Gurney, United
States National Muscum; staphylinid beetles - lir. Lee Herwan, Catholic
University of America; awphipods - Mr. Jobn Holsinger, University of Ken-
tucky; cave crickets - Dr. Theodore H. Hubbell, University of Michigan;
snails = Dr. Leslie Hubricht, Meridian, Mississippi; dermestid and langurid
beetles = Dr. John M. Kingsolver, United States National Museum; catopid
beetles - Mr. Stewart Peck, Northwestern University; percellionid isopods -
Dr. George A. Schultz, Duke University Marine Laboratory; alleculid and
tenebrionid beetles - Dr. T.J. Spilvan, United States National Museum.

NOTE: Because of the unusual length and expense of this issue it has becn
necessary to either split it into two separate reports or to issue it under
two nuubers. We feel that it is wuch wore uscful as one report, therefore
we have printed it in this fashion.
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INDEX TO THE CAVES OF EDWARDS COUNTY

NO. NAME LOCALITY IENGTH DEPTH  PAGE
1. Toreh Cave Rocksprings 150" 30* 58
2. Runaway Cave Rocksprings  100° L45¢ 56
3. Persimmon Cave Rocksprings Lot 2ot L9
4, Wyatt Cave Rocksprings 900°* 30* 65
5« Vheat Cave No. 1 Rocksprings  150' ? 62
6. Vheat Cave Rocksprings  800'[L 60! 61
7. dyu's Cave Roeksprings Lot 20t L6
8. Coon Latrine Rocksprings 50 20! 9
9, Cracked Earth Cave Roeksprings 100* 15¢ 9

10. Lo Cueva del Hurio Rocksprings 280! Lo 11

11, Trap Cave Rocksprings 50* 2! 60

12, La Cueva Proxima Encino Grande Rocksprings 75! 5! 13

13. Ed Moyfield Ranch Cave No. 1 Rocksprings 30t 30! 3k

14, EQ Mayfield Ranch Cave No. 2  Rockeprings  100° 20* 3k

15. Ed Mayfield Ranch Cave No. 3  Rocksprings " 35° 3k

16, Guthrie®s Cave Rocksprings 150 Lot 43

17. Devil's Sinkhole Rocksprings 500° 305" 19

18. Red Arrow Cave Hackberry 1000 120* 52

19. Jacoby Cave Telegraph 200" 30° 46

20, Collapse Cave Carta Valley 60! 35° 9

21. Fallen Stalagmite Cave Carta Valley 120° 75! 36

22. Chivo Cave Carta Valley 2500°! 100%# 9

23. Deep Cave Carta Valley 3900'  250°' 15

2k, Punkin Cave Carte Valley 2504 150° L9

25. Blowhole Cave Certa Velley 600F 260! 6

26. Dunbar Cave Carta Valley 1500' 50°* 32

2T7. Davis Rattlesnake Cave Rocksprings 200! ? 13

28. Wildcat Hole Rocksprings 350%  50% 6l

29. Grandma's Rain Drain Rocksprings 150°* ? L2

30. Shaw's Cave Carta Velley 1300! 8o 57

31. Cathole Cave Carta Valley 300° 2 8

32, Graveyard Cave Carta Valley 2 45! L2

33. Rucker Bat Cave Carta Valley 2 Lot S5k

34, Saltillo Cave Carte Valley %2 260" 56

35. Dragoo Cave Carta Valley 1000' 50° 268

36. Hilltop Cave Corta Valley 180° ? 43

37. thitworth Ranch Shelter Cave Carta Valley 100' o' 6k

38. Whitworth Ranch Bat Cave Corta Velley 300'/ ? 6k

39. Goat Skull Cave Carta Valley 75'  215' k2

L0, Croig Rockshelter Hackberry 380! 0! 10

L1, Fields Shelter Rocksprings 50°* o* 36

L2, Lowell's Cave Hackberry 350" 30! L7

L3, Vance Cave Vance 600" 10t 60

Lk, Fountain Cave Hackberry 8oo* 10! 39

45, Bughes Cave Carp locd 120* 20¢ 45

Behd's Cave Rocksprings 300°* 710! 6

Painted Cave Rocksprings  250° ? L9

Winter's Trash Cave Roeksprings 50¢ 25" 65



SHELTERS:

Guthrie Shelters Rocksprings 67
Unncried Shelter (Site No. 103) Barksdale 67
Unnemed Shelter (Site No, 104) Hackberry 69
Unnared Shelter (Site Ho. 105) Hackberry 69
Unnaned Shelter (Site No. 106) Barksdale 69
Unnamed Shelter (Site No. 107) Hackberry 69
Unnared Shelter (Site No. 111) Hackberry 70
Unnaved Shelters (Sites Nos. 112-117) 70

ALTERVATE NAMES:

Adamson Cave - Jym's Cave

Bat Cave - Punkin Cave; Rucker Bat Cave; Whitworth Raneh Bat Cave
Big Tooth Cave = Fallen Stalagmite Cave
Bishop's Cave - Shaw's Cave

Camp Eggle Cave = Red Arrow Cave

Dragool Caove = Dragoo Cave

Erickson Ranch Cave = Dunbar Cave

Goat Shelter = Whitworth Ranch Bat Cave
Hell Hole = Devil's Sinkhole

dates Cave = Jym's Cave

Jessup Cave - Lowell's Cave
Lovell'dessup's Cave = Lowell's Cave
Punkin Head Cave - Punkin Cave

Rain Drain Cave - Grandma's Rain Drain
Rattlesnake Hole - Davis Rattlesnale Cave
Swallow Cave = Saltillo Cave

Thurwan Raneh Cave = Painted Cave
Top-of=the-Hill Cave - Hilltop Cave
Turney Cave = Wyatt Cave

Westfall Cave - Wyatt Cave

NOTE: GREEN CAVE (BAT CAVE; SEARGEANT'S CAVE) has frequently been listed as
being in Edwards County. It probably lies just south of the county
line in Kinney County.

HARRISON CAVE (BOND CAVE) has usually been cited as being in Edwards
County. It appears to lie just north of the county line in Sutton
County.

KICKAFQO CAVE (COLUMY CAVE; HILLCOAT CAVE) has previously been placed
in Edwards County. It probably is located in Kinney County.

PALACE CAVE has been previously listed as in Edwerds County. It lies,
however, Jjust south of the county line in Kinney County.

TURKEY PENS CAVE (COX CAVE) has been reported as being in Edwards County.
It is, however, east of the county line in Real County.



6
BAHD'S CAVE Edwards County
Rocksprings 30' Quadrangle
Owner: lee Allison (A Ranch)

Description: The entramce is 30' wide and 4' wide; a low flat roow 3'<b= high
and 20'-30' wide extends about 30'. The floor is covered with silt, dead
goats, ctc., except near the back where it is of 0ld guano. Near the end
a low crawl on the right side slopes down and leads off ncarly perpendicular
to the wain roou. After about 10' the crawl becoues a room 2°'-4! high and
15' wide, narrowing to 5' for another 20' and widening again to a roou about
15'-30" wide, 3' high, and 50 long. This last room is floored with silt and
soue breakdown blocks. From this room three crawlways lead off, all too
stall to negotiate. (Sce wap, page 7)

Ref: TSS files

BLOVHOLE CAVE Edwards County (3/25)
Flat Rock 15' Quadrangle
Ouner: Loys Newman

Descriptiont The cntrance to Blowhole Cave is a hole 1.5' high and wide at
the bottow of a swall draw. Just inside the entrence the passage widens to
about 6' wide and slopes downward at a 12° angle. The beight also gradually
inercases until about 20' from the entrance the passage is about 3' high.
Here a steep slopec leads downward 20' into a room about 20! hign, 10' wide,
and 25' long. From the cnd of this room a crawlvay over and through break-
doun leads to the bottow of a chimwney leading to a room 60° long, 50' wide,
sloping steeply to the west. From the lowest point of this roou a cravlway
leads back to the bottom of the chirmey entering the room. On the south end
of this room a small hole was cnlarged to enter another room estizated to be
100" long and 80' wide. The floor of this roow slopes steeply to a pit.
Three dowes 20'-30' high occur along the axis of the room. This roomn is
floored with breakdown, cave coral, and calcite sand. The pit, about 4' x 4!
at the top, drops very stecply downward for about 80' to an irregular roon
LO'-50" high and about 20 long with large breakdown blocks forming the
wells. From this roow two drops lead into a 30' long, 15'-20' wide roow.
The next drop leads into a room 60'=T0' high and about 100 long. This roouw
contains a drapery about onc-foot wide at the top and 4O' long, as well as
larze claw uvarks on the wall. Frouw this roou a slope leads to & room 10'=15"!
high, 80'-90" long, and containing crystal clear butterfly formations on the
right wall. This room also contains core claw warks and probably the bones
of the animal that wmade them. A tooth and a large bone were reumoved for
identification. The aniwal is probably a bear which indicates another
entrance existed to the cave since an aninal the size of a bear could not
enter the cave through the present entrance. From the bone roow: a slope
leads to a crawl through breakdown for about 6' to a swall room 8° high, 10!
wide, and 20' long. Another breakdown crawl leads to the final room. This
roow is about 6' x 6' x 6' and is floored with red clay covered with a layer
of black dirt. The total length of the cave is about 600' and the total
depth about 260°',
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Biology: Collections were made on Sept. 4, 1965, by Bill Russell, and on
Sept. 5, 1965, by R.C. Schroedcr. Most of this uaterial has not been identi-
fied. Russell's collections included harvestucn, beetles, staphylinid
beetles, spiders, camel crickets, and wites parasitic on the crickets,
R.C. Schroeder collected carabid beetles belonging to two species, Rhadinc
prob. n.sp., and R. howdeni (Barr and lawrence).

Meteorology: Very strong currents of air flow from the cave during the after-
noon and cvening, vhile during the night and wmorning air enters the cave.
This indicates that the present cntrance is a lower cntrance, which is to be
expected since the eave trends under higher land with the known entrance in
the bottow of a szall hollow. Accuraie air flow ucasurements were taken
several tiwes a day during Project Deep. A detailed deseription of the air
flow will be included in the finel project report.

History: Blovwhole Cave was discovered by wembers of the Abilene Grotto during
their vwork in the Decp Cave area. The then accessible part of the cave was
explored at that time and a dam was built dovwnstream frow the entrance to
force more water to enter the cave in hopes that the increased flow would
open new passages. The first part of the cave was mapped by Bill Russell,
Sharon Wiggins, and Ross Felton during Project Deep. At this time it was
discovered that the air flowing frowm the entrance to the cave cawe frou a
suall hole in the north edge of the first big room. Devid iMeredith and
Eugene Haydon of the Balcones Grotio enlarged the hole until a roek too
large to move blocked their way. This was dynamited just as the project
ended, leaving only enough time to explore the next rooum. Two weecks later
a return trip was wade and the entire cave was mapped by Meredith, Haydon,
and Robert Schroeder of the Trans-Pecos Speleological Socicty.

Bibliography: Anonymous. 1965. News: Abilene, N.S.S. Texas caver, 10(2):40.

Anonyuous. 1965a. Project Decp statistics. Ibid, 10(9):172.

Estes, J. 1965. 1965 T.S.A. Convention... 'Succcss' is the word! Ibid,
10(L) s 7Th=79.

Estes, J. 1965a. Project Deep. Ibid, 10(6):117.

Estes, d. 1965b. Project Deep. Ibid, 10(7):127-130.

Estes, J. 1965¢. Project Deep. Ibid, 10(9):169-170, 181, 185.

Reddell, J.R. 1966. A checklist of the cave fauna of Texas. II. Insecta.
Texas Journal of Scicnce. (In press)

Yeary, G., and C. Kunath. 1965. Photos. Texas Caver, 10(9):170-175.

Ref: TSS files

CATHOLE CAVE Edwards County (#31)

Carta Valley 15' Quadrangle

Ovner: E. T. Rucker

Description: "The entrance is a long, narrow slit in the rock. The crack
slopc; at about 45 degrees and requires a rope. The cave has been explored
for about 300'. No onec has atteupted to explore the cave further. A number
of coons and vobcats have Leen trapped near the entrance.” (Widener, n.d.)

Bibliography: Widemer, D.L., ed. n.d. BEdwards Co. Texas Cave Survey, 1(4):2k

Reprinted in: Speleo Digest 1958: 1-298, 1959.
Ref: TSS il
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CHIVO CAVE Edwards County (i22)
Carta Valley 15' Quadrangle

Owner: Walt Carruthers

Description: The entrancc is a 4' in diameter hole dropping 100' to a 45!
wide roowm, frou which a 200' long crawlway extends. This foruation decorated
cravl leads to a 50* x 75" room, frow which & short passage extends to the
final roou which is known as The Ballroom due to the flat floor. The Ball-
roow. is about 200' x 60' and contains, at the back of the roon, a high
unclicbable chirnney.
Ref: Carl Kunath

COLIAPSE CAVE Edwards County (520)
Carta Valley 15' Quadrangle
Owner: York Newsan

Desceription: Collapse Cave is a suall breakdown-type cave about 35' deep and
60' long located on the side of a hill. It appears to represent the reuains
of an aluost coupletely collapsed cave room. It was visited by Jaues Estes
and Tou lMeador in 1965.

Ref: James Estes

COON IATRINE Edwards County (#8)
No quadrangle
Ouner: Ralph Lozano

Description: The entrance is a very small sink on top of a low hill. It
measures 4' long and 3" wide and 2' deep. A brushy hackberry tree grows
in the sink. A swall crawlway leading gently down to one side of the sink
goes into the cave, which is a roowm about 4O' long and 20' wide. There are
suall dirty crawlways leading from the end of the roow about 10' before
becoming too small. A lower room is located below and to the right of the
entrance and measures about 15' long and 6' wide. The total length of the
cave is about 50' and the total depth below the entrance is about 20'. The
cave is inmhabited by raccoons, cave crickets, and swall beetles. One large
black beetle was found in the entrance sink. The cave was explored on
Feb. 15, 1964, by Jiun Estes, Tom Meador, and Cleo Lozano.

Ref: James Estes

CRACKED EARTH CAVE Edwards County (#9)
No quadrangle
Owner: Ralpb Lozano

Description: The entrance is located on the gentle rise of a hill and about
50' from a giant live ocak trece. The entrance sink is almost filled with
one- and two-foot boulders, but a small space on the east side allows
entrance. The cave is all on one level, and the floor is composed of driecd
mud with large cracks in it. It is about 100! long, and when visited in the
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fall of 1963 by Tou Meador, Cleo Lozano, and Jiu Estes 1t was almost over-
run with cave crickets. There are small domes in the ceiling in several
places which allow the explorers to stand upright. The tops of these doucs

are perhaps no more than one or two feet from the surface.
Ref: James Estes

CRAIG ROCK SHELTER (SITE NO. 108) Edwards County (7#40)
Hackberry 15' Quadrangle
Owner: R.T. (Bob) Craig

Description: Craig Rock Shelter is located in an eastward-facing bluff over-
looking a river canyon and is at elevation 2,250'. "A talus slope along the
base of the cliff runs from the floors of the shelters to the broad,
partially wooded stream bed about one hundred feet below. The shelters
themselves are eroded recesses in a narly limestone stratum about thirty
feet thick, overlain and underlain by uwore resistant erystalline limestone
beds... The Craig Shelters...are open to the east and lie along a north-
south line. They are numbered I through V from north to south. Including
the ledge at the southern end of the last shelter, they stretch for alwost
500 feet along the face of the cliff, each in the same horizontal plane,
separated from each other by narrow partitions of uneroded werl. Shelter I
is a natural amphitheatre, 54 feet wide at the opening and aluost 20 feet
high., It extends for 83 feet into the hillside. The up-sloping rear portio:
of the stone floor and the encorachment of a ledge on each side of the cave
narrows the area covered by occupational debris to a space 50 feet long and
4O feet wide at the mouth where it werges with the talus, and 30 feet wide
at the rear. The waximum depth of the deposit was reached 31 feet frou the
inner edge of the widden at 78 inches. A pit dug by the landowner several
years ago near the center of the deposit, was eight feet in diameter and
four fect deep at the time of this excavation. The natural stone partition
between Shelters I and II is 15 feet thick at its outer extreuity. Shelter
II is semi-circular in outline, 66 feet wide at the entrance, which is 16
feet high, and 59 feet deep. The rear half of the shelter is bare stone
which slopes gently upwards to within six feet of the roof. The cultural
debris reached a maximum depth of 39 inches, 20 feet from the rear of the
deposits. The wall between Shelters II and III is three feet thick. Shelte:
III is roughly crescentic in outline. The entrance is 79 feet wide and 18
feet high. Although it extends into the bluff for 57 feet, an ancient
cave-in of the overbanging cliff has strewn all but the innermost few feet
of the shelter with large boulders. Very little evidence of habitation was
found here, and the midden waterial was not morce than one foot in thickness.
Although Shelters III and IV have a common roof over their outer edges, they
are separated towards the rear by a warly projection 17 feet wide. Shelter
IV wvas also affected by the rock fall which piled boulders in Shelter III
so that the entrance of IV, while it is 77 feet wide, is only three feet
high at the north end. It recaches 18 fecet in height, however, at the
southern end and projects 47 feet into the cliff. The crescent-shaped inner
20 feet of the shelter was covered with midden material to a maximuam depth
of two feet. These deposits were thin toward the rear of the shelter, but
thickaned to their maxiwuw depth where they wmingled with the debris fallen
from the roof. Cultural waterial was found both above and below some of
the fallen blocks of stone. Eight feet of marl separate Shelter IV and
Shelter V. ©Shelter V is semi-circular in general outline, although it is
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elongated to the rear by two swall solution crevasses which run back into the
bluff soue 20 feet. The outer 4O feet of the shelter cxpands to an entrance
56 feet wide and about 20 feet high. Only a very few inches of ashy midden
material was found here, and no artifacts were present. Adjoining Shelter V
on the south is a ledge 150 feet long and eight to ten fect wide. The
southernmost 35 feet of this ledge is ten feet wide and covered with eight to
ten inches of midden material and sowe burnt rocks on the outer edge. The
only modification of these natural dwellings attempted by the inhabitants was
the erection of £ills or windbreaks in the mouth of Shelter I." (Gray, 1942)
(See map, page 12)

Archeology: Several pictographs are present in the shelters, with many more
having been aluwost completely obliterated. These are described and reproduced
in Jackson (1936) and Gray (1942). Six infant and one adult burials were
discovered, one in Shelter I, four in Shelter II, and two in Shelter IV.
Anizal bones found in association with two of the burials included rabbit,
deer, vulture, and turkey. The shells of snails, Buliwmulus sp., were also
found near the graves. Artifacts recovered frou the site include projectile
points, knives, pointed blades, choppers, gravers, perforators, scrapers,
metates, manos, pitted stones, painted pebbles, bone awls, bone knapping tools,
bone weaving tools, bone beads, bone "net spacers", antler knapping tools,
fire drills, arrow or dart fraegments, "bow" fragments, "club head", wrapped
sticks, a ground stick, and various vegetal artifacts. These artifacts are
described in detail by Gray (1942). On the basis of his study he concluded
"that the Craig site occupiecs 2 marginal position between Central Texas and
the Pecos River areas both geogrephically and culturally, sharing with then
a South Plains and an earlier Central Texas horizon." (Gray, 1942)

History: The site was first examined by A.T. Jackson of the University of Texas,
Following a preliminary examination he began excavation of the site on
Merch 16, 1934. Unfortunately much of the uaterial was incorrectly re-nuubered
and thus much information lost. The work was completed on April 3, 1934,

Bibliography: Gray, W.R. 1942. Archacology of the Craig Rock Shelters, Upper

Nueces Valley, Edwards County, Texas. Unpublished M.A. Thesis. University
of Texas. vi £ 79 ppe

Jackson, A.T. 1938. Picture-Writing of Texas Indians, pp. 241-243, 329-331.
University of Texas Publ. 3809,

Jackson, A.T. 1941. Pendants and their uses. Bull. Texas Arch. Paleontol.
Soc. 13:9=45,

Ref: TSS files

LA CUEVA DEL HUMO Edwards County (7#10)
No quadrangle
Owner: Ralph Lozano

Description: There are four swall entrances to the cave. Three of these ueasure
about 3' in diameter and drop 18' to the floor of the entrance roou. The
fourth and northernmost hole contains a rotten ladder and two small hackberry
trees. It is possible to chiuney the 8' drop. The entrance rooum weasures 30'
x 20' and has a small pile of talus in the center. In a soutbwesterly direc-
tion the cave continues for sbout 125' and ends in a low-ceilinged room with a
few small stalactites and one swmall arca of flowstone. There is some breakdow:
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on the right just inside the roou. From this room a crawlway 25' long goes
to the Reft, makes a right-angle turn and after 8' there is another low-
ceilinged room. The floor of this room is damp silt and is rather flat
except at the far end vhere it slopes into three openings. The opening to
the left goes only 25', the one to the right extends about 10' down into a
crawlway too small to negotiate, while the middle opening continues for some
35" before ending in breskdown that has shown evidence of collapse with
rock layers lying at a 15° angle. There are no places large cnough to get
through. The total lengtn of the cave is 272' and the total deph below the
entrence is 36'. During the winter months with moisture in the rcar of the
cave meeting the cold air in the entrance room it is said that a "smoke"
haze fills the room, hence the cave's name. (Sece mep, page 14)

Biology: There are numerous nests of the Cave Swallow, Petrochelidon fulva
pallida, in the entrance room and a few birds were seen on Feb., 15, 1964.
There was evidence of habitation by bats in the last room. Several brown
spiders were noted, as well as a few cellar spiders. lMany raccoons make
their home in the cave.

History: The cave has been known by the Lozano relatives for many years,
although none had entered the crawlway. Several ranch hands had spent two-
to-three hours in the cave and had evidently checked it all out. There are
soot marks on the ceiling of the crawlway. The cave was explored and mapped
in November, 1963, by James Estes and Tom Meador. A second trip was made to
the cave on Feb. 15, 1965, by James Estes, Tom Meador, and Cleo Lozano.

Ref': James Estes

IA CUEVA PROXIMA ENCINO GRANDE Edwards County (#12)
No quadrangle
Owner: Ralph Lozano

Description: The entrance is in a small sink 3' deep and filled with swall
breakdown. On the southeast side of the sink a duck-under leads to the cave,
a low=ceilinged room about 75" long and floored with hard dry wmud blocks,
There are two suall domes in the ceiling, allowing visitors to stand. The
cave at times takes overflow from a wide, silty draw. A srmall filled cave
entrance is nearby. Fauna includes cave crickets, raccoons, and brown
spiders., It was explored on Feb. 15, 1964, by Jaues Estes, Tom Meador, and
Cleo Lozano.

Ref: James Estes

DAVIS RATTLESNAKE CAVE (RATTLESNAKE HOLE) Edwards County (#27)
Carta Valley 15' Quadrangle
Ouncr: S. Merlin Davis

Description: A crawl-in entrance leads to solution rooms on one level, The
total length is about 200'. Rattlesnakes are reported to abound. The
cave was first reported by D.S. Kyser of the University of Texas Grotto in
Sept. 1956. A trip by the Corpus Christi Grotto was made on the weekend of
Feb., 22, 1957. Present on the trip were Harvey Jackson, Bob Money, Jerry
Harwood, Paul Hanson, Bob Moorc, and Buddy "Haumock" Frank.
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Bibliographys Money, R. 1957. Davis Ranch and Dragool cave field trip.
Texas Caver, II(2):6.
Widener, D.L., ed. n.d., Edwards Co. Texas Cave Survey, 1(4):36. Reprintes

in: Spelco Digest 1958, p. 1-301. 1959.
Ref: TSS files

DEEP CAVE Edwards County (#23)
Flat Rock 15' Quadrangle
Owner: Loys Newman

Description: The entrance to Deep Cave is a shallow sink about 5' in diemeter
and 3' decp. Two passages extend from the bottom of this sink. One leads
through a swall crawl into a series of upper level roous, while the other
leads to a talus slope dropping down into a large Entroance Room. To the
right from the Entrance Room it is possible to climb up and over breakdown
into a series of upper level roows and passages contining weny small foruae-
tions and a small amount of guano. These in turn connect with the other
passage from the entrance. A pit along one wall of these upper level roouws
drops down to the wain passage. From the Entrance Roowm & steep, slick slope
over flowstone and wassive breakdown leads down to a Junction. By following
the left wall an area of wassive breakdown, wmost of it cewmented with cave
coral and flowstone, is reached. This forus a tremendous 3-D waze which
when finally explored all sceus to lead either to dead-cnds among the break-
down or clse to the edge of a 57' drop into the West Chesm. At the bottom
of this drop is to be found a room about 50' long, 20' wide, and irreguler
in shape. The floor is of dirt and there appear to be no leads from the
roow, which 1s the deepest surveyed part of the cave at 253' below the
entrance. By keeping generally right from the entrance room and below the
zain slope it is possible to enter two passages. One of these leads into a
bat roow which in turn leads up a pit into the other passage. This arca is
known as Swiss Cheese Corridor. Much of the walls is covered with calcite
sand and, in places there is a confusing serics of passages. About 4O!
beyond this area o flowstonc slide on the left lcads down into a roow known
as the Forest of Columns. Here many tall coluwmns have grown with only inches
or a few feet separating thew from cach other. A drop-off along the wall of
this room lecads down into the East Chasm. Here is to be found the irregular-
shaped Helictite Roou. The wain passage from the Forest of Columns extcnds
back around to the right where it is intersected by the pit from the upper
levels ncar the entrance. At this point bear scratches and bones have been
found. Two passages, one an upper and the other a lower route and separated
mostly by breakdown, extend frowm this point. These lecad into the Crooked
Brooustick Room, which is about 8' high and 15' in diameter. Two passages
continue from this room as before, but combine in a 10' high room at a depth
of 135'below the entrance. From this point two low passages extend, joining
Jjust before the Nut Cracker Chimney. Beyond this point the cave becoues
extrewely complex, beconing a large series of breakdown crawls and rooms.

No attempt is here made to describe this area, but reference is made to the
accoupanying wap of the cave. The area from before the Mut Cracker Chimney
vas not surveyed prior to the Project Deep and is largely incorrect. A
better map of the cave should be available in the next few months. It is,
perhaps sufficient to say that much of the cave resembles an enormous
breakdown-filled room. There are, however, entirely solution rooms, domes,
passages or parts of passages, etec., These present considerable problems in
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interpreting the cave's origin. It is hoped that the geologist for Project
Deep will present a detailed account of the geologic structure of the cave
and analysc some aspects of its spelecogenesis. The breakdown in the cave is
generally well-cemented, but in some places it is quite loose and on several
occasions large boulders have been dislodged. The air temperature in the
cave ranges from 76p to 78°, but lower winter termperatures are certainly to
be expected in the upper levels where circulation is greater. ghe humidity
of the upper level has been ueasured at 7Sh. (See uap, page L

Paleontology: The bones of a black bear, Ursus americanus, a raccoon, Procyon
lotor, and a rabbit, Lepus sp., have been found in the cave. This material
was collected by Pete Lindsley in 1963 and identified by Bob H. Slaughter
of the Shuler Muscum of Paleontology, Southern Methodist University, Dallas,
Texas.

Biology: A collection of invertebrates was made on Sept. 4, 1965, by James
Reddell and David McKenzie. As of this date only the carabid beetles have
been identified. The following animals were collected: camel crickets,
harvestuen, hemiptera, sm 11 beetles, collerbola, staphylinid beetles,
thysanura, snails, scorpions, whip-scorpions, spiders, mites, 2 7" litho-
biid centipcde, a scutigerid centipede, carabid beetles (Rbhadine babcocki
and R. Qgﬂgggi), and millipeds (Carxbala sp. and Speodesuus Sp. The cave
is also inhabited by a population of the Texas Berking Frog, Eleutherodactylv
Jlatrans. A few bats live in the cave and a female bird, probably a wren,
was seen nesting near the entrance.

History: The cave was first investigated by a ranch hand, but apparently he
did not enter the cave., It was discovered by Preston lclMichael and other
Houston cavers in August, 1961, and first reported on without name in
October, 1961, A second trip was made in Scptember, 1961, and further
exploration carried out. Preston MeMichael and Ray Ellis visited the cave
during the Easter vacation of 1962 and partially wapped it, continuing
their exploration into the West Chasm. An additional trip was made in
July, 1962, and the map completed to the bottom of the West Chasm and addi-
tional explorations made. On Feb. 23, 1963, Jiu Estes from Abilene, Pete
Lindsley, Norman Robinson, and George Yeary from Dallas, and Dele Owens and
Presten MeMichael of Houston visited the cave for additional exploration.

A large new passage was discovered by Ray Ellis and Preston McMichael in
January, 1963. On June 22, 1963, Pete Lindsley and George Yeary visited
the cave and discovercd the bones of a bear. On the weckend of July 6-T,
1963, a trip was made to the cave by Dallas and Houston cavers, including
Fred Tart, Jim Barvee, Steve Craddock, Pete Lindsley, Preston McMichael,
and Rex Shepperd. They visited the Bear Pit and the West Chasm. About
this same time a photographic trip was made by George Gray, Jim Medlin, and
Jim Estes. On Jan. 25, 1964, George Gray, Dewayne Dickey, and Jiu Estes
rade a trip to the cave. On Nov. 21, 1964, George Gray, Bert Criswan, and
Jin Estes begen a map of the cave. While in the cave they met Ray Ellis,
John Ellis, and another Houston caver. On Dec., 12, 1964, Bryant Lilly,
Jim Estes, Don Hallinger, Carl Kunath, and Jerry Johnson visited the cave
end made some new discoveries. On Jan. 30, 1965, wembers of the Abjlene
and Dellas-Fort Worth Grottoes visited the cave. On July 24, 1965, a trip
was made by Jim Estes, Dewayne Dickey, Don Winkles, and Clyde White to
conclude plans for the TSA Project, Project Deep, and to check additional
leads and meke some additional surveys. This project was held Sept. 3-6,
1965, and was attended by over 100 cavers from all over the state. A full
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report on this project will be published at a later date. Although about
2200' were mopped during the project, no mejor discoveries were made and
much remained unsurveyed.

Biblé?gr?phy: Anonymous. 1961, News from independent cavers. Texas Caver,
10):115.
Ang?y?ous. 1963, Dallas, Houston cavers discover bear bones... Ibid,
T):75.
Anonymous. 1963a. "Late ncws....' Ibid, 8(2):26.
Anonymous. 1963b. News: Abilene Grotto, N.S5.S. Ibid, 8(k):k2.
Anonymous. 1963c. Newss Abilene, N.S.S. Ibid, 8(3):31-32.
Anonymous. 1963d. Newss Abilene, N.S.S. Ibid, 8(8):8k.
Anonyuous. 1963e. News: Dallas-Fort Worth, N.S.S. Ibid, 8(8):85-86.
Anonymous. 1963f. News: Independents. Ibid, 8(2):18.
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DEVIL'S SINKHOLE (HELL HOLE) Edwards County (#17)

Rocksprings 30' Quadrangle

Owner: Clarence V. Whitworth

Description: The entrance to the cave is located on top of a relatively flat
ridge. The entrance is about 60' in dlameter and drops vertically on all
sides for about 140'. After a few feet it is deeply undercut. Two suall
holes on the east side of the main cntrance allow access to & steeply slopin:
ledge cbout 50' down. This ledge is, itself, undercut so that it is not
possible to descend from this point without the use of ladders or rope. At
one time sheep wire was streng through these holes, but this has since been
cut down. At the bottom of the drop a steep breakdown slope descends on all
sides for an additional 160! to a series of lakes encircling the breckdown
"mountain". Although in o few places these lakes may be reached directly by
way of the slope in nost places it is necessary to crawl through end auong
large breakdown slabs for the last 30'. These lakes are quite deep and
divers have reached depths of 40'-80'.without reaching a bottom. The
breakdown is quite loose and the floor of the lekes covered with silt so
that attempts at underwater exploration have 21l been unsuccessful. The
depth of the cave was originally reported to be 409', but an accurate

survey revealed the true depth to be about 310'. The actual dimensions of
the roow, reported on occasion to be one-nile in circumference, are about
240" wide by 360! long. The ceiling of the entrance room is sharply terrace
and hung with woss and stalactites so that the view frowm the bottom of the
breakdown mountain out of the entrance is among the most impressive in Texas
The cave,surrounded by legends of vast roous and hidden treasure, has proven
to consist of one lorge room and the much smaller lake roouws. (See map,

page 31)

Biologys The Devil 5 Sinkhole is one of the uore prominent of the large bat
caves of Texas. The colony of Mexican free-tail bats, Tadarida brasilicnsis
mexicana, is estimated at 8,000,000, but this way be too high an estimate.
A small colony of the Little Brown Bat, Myotis velifer incautus, is also
present; and a few indi iduals of the eastern pipistrel, Pipistrellus sub-
flavus subflavus, are usually present. A single specimen of the long-ecred
bat, Corynorhinus rafinesquei, has been reported. This species norually
ranges much to the west so that fhis record may represent a specimen that
has strayed out of its norual roange. Also present in large numbers in the
cave is the Cave Swallow, Petrochelidon fulva pallida. The following obser-
vetions have been made on the bird founa of this cave: &Swallows nest on
the slanting roof of the lower chamber 110 or more feet below ground level
and high cbove the sides of the rock mound. A source of mud for nests is
provided by water which seeps from the sides of the sink, wetting soil that
has accurulated on the norrow limestone ledges and dripping to the mound of
rock and gueno below. Broun Towhees (Pipilo fuscus) and Tufted Titmice
(Porus bicolor) were seen to enter the sinkhole and forage over moss and
lichens on the lower ledge of the sink about 100 feet below ground level.

A Canyon Wren (Catherggs mexicanus), presumebly a resident in the sink,
foraged on ledges 70 feet down. Horned Owls (Bubo virginienus) also nest

on ledges in the sink. On the morning of Scptenber 21, 1955, first indica-
tion that swallows were preparing to leave the cave was a chorus of chatter=
ing calls at 6:10 a.m., given by birds in the lower chamber before they
entered the sink but clearly audible from ground level. Shortly thereafter
& compact flock of about 100 birds appeared at the base of the sink, exccutec
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three ropid ascending spirals, and emerged from the entrance in close for-
ration, flying at high speed ond calling continuously. Other groups of
frou 25 to 100 birds followed until en estimoted total of 500 birds had
cuerged. " (Selander and Baker, 1957) Although a few CLiff Swallows,
Petrochelidon pyrrhonotc, have been observed flying with the main group
of birds, none have ever been seen to enter the eave or fournd in the cave.
A raccoon, Procyon lotor, was found with o broken leg at the bottom of the
entrance drop; its broken leg probably attested to a fall from the ledge.
Severcl species of snakes have been observed at the bottou of the entrance,
but the only one that has been definitely identified is the rattlesnake,
Crotalus atrox. Floyd Potter in 1948 observed the isopod, Cirolanides
texensis Benedict, in the cave waters; it was later collected and positively
identified by Jeomes K. Boker. Other collections of invertebrates in the
cave include collection of the beetle, Rhadine howdeni, in August, 1950,
by R.W. Strandtmonn and on March 22, 1959, by Ralph Ewers. A mite, Teinocop=-
Les lasionycteris, was taken from the bat, Tedaride brasiliencis mexicana,
on Aug. 15, 1959. Recent collections include one on Oct. 26, 1963, by
Jaues Reddell and John Porter, and one on Feb. 14, 1965, by Jazes Reddell.
The material taken in these last trips, as well as on all other trips, is
included in the following faunal list.
Gordian worm == taken from soil below entrance
Isopods
Cirolanides texensis Benedict -- troglobite
Unidentified sow bugs == troglophile or trogloxene
Aophipods
Stymonectes sp. == troglobite
Millipeds
Abacion texense (Loowmis) =- accidental
Gosiulus sp. == accidental
Speodesmus echinourus Loonmis == troglobite
Pseudoscorpions -- token from bat guano
Spiders
Cicuring sp. == troglobite
Cicurina varians Gertsch ond Mulaik =- troglophile
Sperigone maculate Bonks -- aceidental
Islandianc sp. == troglophile
Pirato sedeptarius Montgouery -- accidental
Achaearanea porteri (Banks) == troglophile

Mites
Teilonocoptes lasionycteris (Boyd and Bernstein)
Collembola

Pseudosinella petterseni Borner -- troglophile
Cave crickets
Ceuthophilus (Ceuthophilus) sp. == trogloxene
Ceuthophilus (Ceuthophilus ) 2secretus Scudder == trogloxene
Ceuthophilus (Geotettix) cunicularis Hubbell == trogloxene
Beetles
Dembidion sp. == troglophile
Rhadine howdeni (Barr and Lawrence) == troglophile
Ptomaphagus zAdelops) Sp. =~ troglophile
Belonuchus sp., nr uoguinus Casey == troglophile
Stilicolina condei Jarrige
Psocids
Flies
Moths
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Bats
Corynorbinus refinesquei pallescens (Miller) -- trogloxene
Nyotis velifer incautus (Allen) -- trogloxene
Pipistrellus hesperus (Allen) == trogloxene
Pipistrellus gubflavus subflavus (Cuvier) -- trogloxene
Tadarida brasiliensis mexicana zSaussure) == trogloxene
Raccoons
Procyon lotor (Linnaeus)
Cave swallows
Petrochelidon fulve pallida -- trogloxene
Brown towvhee
Pipilo fuscus Swainson == accidental
Tufted titmouse
Parus bicolor Linnaecus -=- accidental
Canyon wren
Catherpes mexicanus (Swainson) =- trogloxene
Horned owl
Bubo virginianus (Gmelin) -- trogloxene
Reottlesnake
Crotalus atrox Baird and Girard -- accidental
Non~-poisonous snakes

Geology: The entrance to the cave is in the upper unnamed formation (uur),
stratigraphically not far below the overlying Del Rio Clay, which outcrops
on the dirt road to the cave. From all appearances the Devil s Sinkhole
represents long-continued stoping, or collapse, into a fairly sizable
chamber below. The presently-known cave extends almost through the upper
dolomitic part of the lower unnamed formotion (LUF). Conceivably, &
horizontol elongated room formed in the middle weuber of the LUF, wuch
like parts of Blackstone Cave in Terrell County, and was widened beyond
the point where the roof arch could support the weight of the overlying
rock. Besed on the volume of the present cave, exclusive of the underwoter
section, the pre-collapse room could have had diuensions on the order of
350! by 550' by 30' high. Approximately the upper 225' of the cave are
in the UUF.

Hydrology: The "lakes'! in the cave form a strecm which flows very slowly from
the northwest to the southeast ccross the bottom of the cave. A water
sauple was taken in the cave on Mareh 4, 1939, and analysed by the State
Board of Water Engineers. The results of this analysis follow:

Total dissolved solids (cale.) -- 224

Caleium (Ca) - 67
Magnesiun (Mg) -- 13
Sodiun and Potassium (Na £ K) - 2
Bicorbonate (HCO3) -= 24k
Sulphate €SO ) -- 10
Chloride Cl% - 12
Nitrate (110,) -« less than 20 parts per million
Fluoride (F? -~ -

Total bardness as CaCOg (cale.) == 223

History: Tom Meador (1965) has prepared a brief history of the Devil's Sinke
hole, which is reprinted in its entirety below. A few instances which he
has owitted, particularly later history, is summarized at the end of bis

article. @It is not known who discovered the sinkhole but some accounts
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claoin it was diccovered as early as 1867, though it is located well beyond
the frontier of that time, In 1876 Ammon Billings drove 400 hogs up onto
the plateau to feed on the heavy mest. While out hunting one day with
several other uen, they saw some Indians and fired at them., The Indians
fell and Billings started to rush them but was persuaded by Captain Wells
that the Indicns® disappearcnce might be a ruse. They come back the next
day and found blood on the ground where the Indians had disappeared. Vhile
reconnoistering through the high pgrass they walked up on the brink of the
sinkhole., Their wives were invited up to see 'a helluva hole in the ground.'
The women agreed that it was quite a hole, but disliked the perhaps warranted
profonity. They suggested that "The Devil'®s Sinkhole' would do just as
well, Frank S. Groy wrote the following in his memoirs Pioneering in
Southwest Texass 'It was the tolk and wonder of the cowboys everywhere, and
they came from far and near to look at it. ILarge swarus of honey bees vere
in the open crevices between the strata of the rcck wall of the.... cave,
coue ten or twenty feet down from the top. The appetizinge....comb honey, so
near, yet so far-could be seen by the hungry cowboys.... Ho one would think
of suspending himself with ropes in an effort to get the honey and face the
stinging bees, Some of the cowboys, however, would shoot at the honey with
their pistols, but they only broke it loose and watched it fall down the
deep hole below; but that did not satisfy their ravenous appetites. One
surmer afternoon after we had watered all the saddle horses and were loafing
around the camp with nothing to do, we decided to take soue crowbars....and
go up to the big....covern and roll off into it some of the large rocks that
vere lying around itc edge. Vhen we got there we found it eacy to roll the
big stones into its riouth, ...when & hube stone that weighed possibly four or
five hundred pounds fell several hundred feet unimpeded and struck the
bottom. Although it was hard limestone, the fall from so great a height
would break the.... stones into hundreds of fragments wbich would scatter
and roll down the sieep, slanting floor....and oake a noise that sounded
like distant thunder. After we had rolled about 21l the heaviest stones we
could £ind into the subterrcneen cavern...., we thought /It/ to be /unfoccu-
pied by any living creature to our astonishment thousands of bats begen
flying up fron the bottom., The Jar made by the heavy stones folling...no
doubt arlmmed then. They had to fly straight up from the botton of the cave
to reach the top. There seemed to be thousands of them. ....There were so
many one could hardly see through then as they reached the top and the open
air. We sportive and mischievous boys began throwing rocks at them across
the cave as they flew out. They were so thick we killed two or three every
throw. When they reached the top of the cave into the open air, they all
turned north and scattered out flying in the direction of the old Ranger
CalPeses We remained about the cavern for a long time looking at the
curicus creatures. We got more plecsure and excitement out of watching
those winged macmals of the night than we cbtained by rolling the rocks into
the sinkhole.... when the beast of the field, ceased coming out, we boys
gothered up the crowbars and went back to camp.” Who first entered the

sink is unknown; one of the oldest ncmes and dates carved on the rocck at the
bottom is H.S. Barber, Oct. 19, 1889. Judge Jobn W. Hill and party explored
the cave in 1899. In their exploration they noticed the bats hanging from
the ceiling and 'about 100 yards into the cave he found the skeleton of a
bear.' They also reported finding many beautiful 'water forwmations'. Sone
unknown enterprising rancher laid his windmill pipes to Windmill Iake at the
bottom. During World Wor II Dr. Lytle Adaus entered the sinkhole by means
of a ladder made of several hundred feet of barbed wire with brush rungs,
during his bat boub project. Perhaps the best known descent and exploration
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is that of Patrick J. White, Floyd Potter, Eddie Raney and Ralph Velasco

in January 1947. On February 3, 1947, Milton J. McColm, Regional Chief of
the Lands Division, National Park Service and Ms R. Tillotson, Region 3
Director N.P.S., along with Dan McKnight, M.E. Stone, Fred W. Foster and
Toby Roe visited the sinkhole. Threy used a winch truck and platform for
the descent, In May 1947 Foster Studios moved their equipment to the site,
set up a genmerator and began shooting a film. They continued into October
when they finished a 55 minute, sound, color £ilm entitled "The Devil's
Sinkhole'., In 1949 and 1950 the sinkhole was commercialized for a short
period by Sid Templeton and Alfred Stewart. They installed a sumall winch
povered elevator and charged $1.00 per person for the ride to the top of
the wountain and back., In early 1956 Mr. R. B. Barlow, Executive Director
of the Texas State Park Board visited the sinkhole, but due to lack of funds
it vas not developed into a state park. In Jonuary 1956 an aqualung expedi-
tion led by Bob Holder explored the lake and found no prouaising leads.
Throughout its long history the sinkhole has had only one fatality, though
nuerous parties have been trapped in it througk lack of proper equipment.
Abner Jefferson Totty was killed in the Lake Room when the cable ladder he
vas on dislodged a boulder which crushed his skull." In addition to these
explorations, one which is omitted in Meador!'s account 1s to be found in
Stovall (1959). He states, "Ira L. Wheat relates that while he and Coptain
Frank James were hunting the Odel boys, they had occasion to go down into
the Devil's Sinkhole and while there, explored it to some extent, finding
thousands of pounds of honey hanging from the roofs of the different rooms
in the cave., He went on to say that he and Captain James shot from their
anchorages over a wagon loed of the best honey he had ever tasted.”" Another
historical note from the same book states, "Machinery was instelled at the
Devil's Sinkhole in 1934 to recover the vast deposits of bat guano known to
be in the cave. Dr. Nance and associates of Dallas were in charge of the
project.” The history of guano mining at the sinkhole has never been cou-
piled but should wake an interesting story in itself. In October 1956 a
group of cavers from the Corpus Christi Grotto visited the cave. They
reported that at that time the sinkhole was “ogein being mined for guano,
the miners using a 150 foot wodden ladder to enter the cave. The ladder
vas wade of 2xb's and secured with a rope to the platf. m at the edge of
the sink. A 'cable car' arrangecent was being used to heul sacks of guano
fron the cave." (Anonymous, 1956h) In recent years a new nining operation
at the sinkhole was initiated. An intensive search was made for the "lost”
rooms by weans of gravity ueters and well-drilling, but all to no avail.

A large boom was installed, which swung far out over the entrance. This
project, however, was soon abandoned and no mining is presently being done
at the cave. One other early visit to the cave should be mentioned. This
was made by the famous (or infamous) explorer, Frank Nicholson, who visited
the cave on Aug. 19, 1934, together with Barton Disumukes, W.B. Singleton,
J.L. Price, and Grady Hill. Although wost accounts of the sinkhole are
fairly accurate his account, as usualyg was greatly exagerrated. He claimed
o depth of 646' to the underground lake and dimensions of 1500 to 1800 feet
in width. The first recorded trip to the cave by organized cavers was early
in 1952 when a trip was made by weubers of the University of Texas Grotto.
This group included James McClung, Roy Pietsch, Carroll Slemaker, David
Stauffer, John Riggs, Richard Scott, Jack Elbo, Gerald Seligman, Lige
Balceszak, Bernard Ward, Bob Hudson, Mill Thomas, George Shelly, Bennie
Pearson, Joe MeClung, Warren Phillips, Mackie Brown, Gardner Morton,
Aurelio Remirez, Meruann Roreike, Frances Morale, Amn Courter, S. Schindler,
and Mre. and Mrs. Tom Dean., Since that tirme the cave has been visited by
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thousands of cavers representing all of the caving groups in the state.

In June, 1964, the National Speleological Society Convention was held at
New Eraunfels and the Sinkhole was included as one of the field trip sites.
At that tice over 200 pecple were lowered into the cave,
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DRAGOO CAVE (DRAGOOL CAVE) Edwards County (#35)
Indian Creek 15' Quadrangle

Cuner: Jobn Whitworth

Description: The best available description of Dragoco Cave is that by Cuevas,
Guthrie, Hilliard, and Tromwbley (1959). It is reproduced here without
change. "The entrance of Dragoo is a tube leading downward at an angle of
about 30°. After a vertical descent of three neters, there is a sudden
two-weter dropoff into a swuall inky room which is usually wet and crawling
with crickets. It 1s one of the most depressing places imaginable. A
sliding tuuble down the steep, slippery floor leads to the large single
colurm which is the wain attraction of the next roou, This column is three
meters below the floor of the entrance chamber. The floor of the large
roou to the west is level, but becomes increasingly cluttered with encrusted
breakdown as one approaches the fused formations which partition the roon.
Several paths way be taken from one side of this roamu to the other. At the
extreme left is a white limestone wall sbout two meters high. By climbing
down a pit at the base of the wall, a lower passage to the next roou uay be
found. This route leads to the foot of a large, guano-covered hill which
we cell 'Slippery Hill.' One way to the top of slippery hill is to step
between the pits along the right-hand well between the wall and the flow=
stone. It is also possible to squeeze through the foruations in two or
three places, to emerpge at the top of the hill. At the top of 'Slippery
Hill' is 2 fairly level, uncluttered 1little platforu on which stand soue
beautiful pillars. A smell snake was seen coiled in the convolutions of one
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of these, We were surprised to see the snake so far from the entrance, and
speculated that he had entered through a hidden hole to the surface to prey
on the crickets which abound there. He appeared to be soue varlety of
gorter snake, very clean and shiny, black with orange werkings. Dehind the
1ill to the right is a series of pits which were not explored. The pit...
is the start of a very tight crewl which is not negotiable now because of
stalactites. A hacksaw Llade was found in the pit, indiceting that soueone
had atteupted to enlarge the crawl. One of the wany pits way lead to a new
roonr to the north, but all of those explored pinched off after leading under
the breckdown, Thke entire aree on both sides of the flowstone is profusely
decorated with a variety of large colutms, MNo two are alike and the exhila-
rating feeling, well known to cavers, of being surrcunded by fantastic un-
vorldly sculpture is at its best here. Directly above the hill is a becuti-
ful circular doue ornecuented arcund the entire circumference by gracefully
curlin; leaves. A descent of six meters down the hill leads to the lcwer
chaubers., The first roon contains a cluster of pillers which heve recently
carved and partially broken (between October, 1958 and July, 1959). This
recon branches to the 'Big Roon' and the south passageway which runs under
the wain ridge of the hill. The south passage averages one or two ueters
high, waking an uncoufortable duck wall possible for nost of its length.
About a third of the woy to the end is a 1little roou which is solidly packed
with coluuns. These enit clear tones when struck gently. A deep trench
runs along the left wall, This may be straddled, or it way be entered at one
end, after crawling under the overhang, left at the lower end in the next
roou. A pretty little pcol at the extreue right cannot be seen without
squeezing through the thick foruations. Again, the feeling of being in a
fantastic forest pervades the roou. dJust beyond the foruation room, another
two-neter descent leads to the 'Beleony Roou', so called because there
suddenly appears a rather large roon with e high ceiling in the frout half,
and a low, perfectly flat ceiling at the reer like the underside of a bal-
cony. The width of the roou is 17 ueters, a striking contrast to the low
flat ceiling. Reuarkable scda straw formations cover the entire underside
of the bLalcony. After ducking under the balcony, the descent to the last
roou is begun. The last few weters up to the entronce of the final roou is
o wet crawl. By wiggling through a body-sized Lole, the ten-neter diareter
pill-shaped end of the cove is reached. The walls of this room are light
and dry. This roon is an estirated 27 weters below the surface of the hill,
Back at the first lower-level roon is the entrance to the 'Big Roou'. This
was not discovered until our second trip in July, 1958, tecause it is liidden
under a ledge which runs along the west wall. There is just roou enough to
crawl over the wet stubble of stalagmites through o tight opening which
gradually funnels into the roou. The light walls and reddish dirt floor are
in contrast to the preceding rcoms which are generclly very dark. There was
no evidence that anyone had been in this room before us, although a year
later, tinfoil and paper were found, and wmany footprints showed in the soft
dirt. The faylestern end of the Big Roon is a sunll stoopway. The direc-
tion of dirt flow appeers to Le due west, and it is possible to crawl for
sore distance before the ceiling finally meets the dirt. Near the south
wall of the rocu are several clear pools. Directly above these is a doue
whieh can be reached by clirbing seven or eight weters up a 'spircl stairs
case' of projections which tmke three revolutions before the top of the

doue is reachted., In thre opposite wall, across from the staircase, is an
S-shoped tube near the roof. This extends upward into a dore for a distance
of 24 neters at 2 fairly steep angle. In this suell dore are a number of
holes, arranged like portholes. No light was visible through these, but
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several swallows entered through these, while one of us was in the doue.
An interesting but undecorated part of the cave is the loop of passageways
vhich runs off to the right of the entranceway. This gradually ascends to
a trio of doues. The passageway to the right is blocked by e two-ueter
wall which way be elirbed or crawled under throuch a pit beneath one of
the dores. Some black scorpions were seen in this dowe in August, 1958,
The western doue is the highest of the three."” (See uap, page 33)

History: The first mention of the cave available is in White (1948), but no
description or indication of the extent of the cave is given. The first
recorded exploration was rade in 1954 by Bart and Bob Crisman of the Abi-
lene Grotto. A trip was cade on Feb. 22, 1957, by Harvey Jacksoa, Bob
Money, Jerry Herwood, Paul Hanson, Bob Moore, and Buddy "Hawouock" Frank of
the Corpus Christi Grotto. About this ticze is was also visited by Dave
Kyser and other rerbers of the University of Texas Grotto, and a frog,
Syrrhophus sp., was collected. Since that tice uany trips have heen ade
to the cave by werbers of most of the orgenized groups in Texos. A sumuary
of the recorded trips is iven here.

Qctober, 1958. Cave wapped by E. Cuevas, J. Gutbrie, H. Hilliard, and

I. Troobley of Corpus Christi.

October 17, 1959. Cave visited by George Gray, Ray Archibald, John
lanier, and Janes Estes of the Abilene Grotto.

1960. George Gray, John Lanier, and James Estes lead Hugh Colbert,
Abilene scoutmaster, Jim Caldwell, district scout executive, Royuond
Fain, Steve Rowe, cnd Ikey Dillinghacn: and 16 boy scouts through the
cave.

January 6, 1962. Cave was visited by George and Jacqui Gray of the
Abilene Grotto, Jce and Ann Sanders of Abilere, and Erwin Wesp of the
Alaro Grotto.

Merch 1k, 1964. Cave was visited by weubers of the Abllene Grotto and
a group froa Dyess AFB in Abilene.

Much eonfusion has arisen over the correct identification and nawme of this
cave, Several early reports confused it with Hilltop Cave. The first
accounts of the cave use the name Dragool Cave. The land-owner, however,
after whom the cave is naced is Ton Dragoo, so that the correct nace for
the cave 1s Dragoo Cave and the "1" siuply e uisspellinge.

Bibliographys: Anonyuous. 1960. Abilene group tours Dragool-Hilltop with

scouts. Texas Caver, 5(2):10.

Anonymous. 1957. Stalactites, stalagnites and adventure. Houston Pecten.
Dec. 1957. Dpe 5.

Anonytious. 1960a. Texas caves:1959. Texas Caver, 5(1):1k.

Ancnyuous. 1961, News of the Grottos: Abileme. Ibid, 6(9):105.

Anonyuous. 1962. News: Abilene. Ibid, T7(1):5.

Anonyuous. 1962a. News: Alamo. Ibid, 7(1):5.

Anonytcus. 1964, Newss Abilene, N.S.S. Ibid, 9(3):k7.

Crisman, B., and B. Criscen. 1956. letters to the editor. Ibid, 1(2):5.

Cuevas, E., J. Gutbrie, H, Hillierd, and I. Troubley. 1959. dJohn White
worth's caves, Texas. NSS News, 17(11):160-163.

Lstes, J, 1959. The cave of the white waterfall. Texas Caver, 4(6):10.
Reprinted in: NSS News, 18(1):k-5.

Estesé Jd. 1961. Noteworthy caverns of Texas. Texas Alvenac 1961-1962,
P. 63.

Jackson, H.R. 1958. Dragool Cave. NSS News, 16(12):125.

Kunath, C. 1965. Ye olde history. Privately printed. 60 pp.
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an?y 2. 1957. Davis Rench and Dragool Cave field trip. Texas Caver,

2(2):0,.

Reddell, J. 1961. Texes Speleologicel Survey. Ibid, 6(4):53-54.

Sela?ggr, R.K., and J.K. Baker. 1957. The cave swallow in Texas. Condor,
59 $350.

White, P.J. 1947. Texas caverns. Texas Almonec 1947-48, pp. 322-323.

Vhite, P.J. 194B., Caves of Central Texas. National Speleoclogical Society
Bull., 10:46-64,

Widener, D.L., ed. n.d. Edwards Co. Texas Cave Survey, 1(k):27-28.

Reprinted in: Speleo Digest 1958, p. 1-298 f£f. Pittsburgh Grotto Press.
Ref: TSS files

DUNBAR CAVE Edwards County (#26)
Carta Valley 15' Quadrongle
Owrers: Allen Dunbar

Description: The entrance to Dunbar Cave is an 8' eircular hole in the clean
livestone surface of a sparsely grown hillside. The 26* drop through a doue
in the cave's ceiling requires a cable ladder or rope. The major part of

e cave cons sts of a large solution tunnel riost often featuring an eleva-
ted platforu of slab breakdown and the characteristic pits and crevices
found lateral to it. Near the entrance this passage intersects a 175' long,
35" wide siquunnel. This breoad area of twilight is oceupied by a large
colony of Cave Swallows, whose uud nests are densely scattered along walls
and irregularities in the 10'-15' bigh ceiling. Incediately east of the
entrance drop one can descend a suall breakdown slope and proceed along a
dry, silt-floored passage for 275', where it is teruinated by an abrupt
collapse. It averages 30' x 10' high and is untypically free of breakdown.
Continuing WNW frou the entrance, the passage is soumewhat larger and rore
irregular and extends 250' before intersecting a roon approximately 150 long
75' wide, and 15' high. A bat colony was observed in the southern and
lovest portion of this room, where collepse has not occcurred. A passage
directed NW of this roou, genmerally 35'-40' wide and 12'-25' high, leads
350* to the Echo Room. Along this route are encountered several large
flowstone mounds and atalagnites. The Echo Roon is o sytretrical chanber
8o* long, 55' wide, 25' high, and with a flat silt and guano floor. Soue
deteriorated ladders and wocden forus found here and in the inconing passage
were apparently left by guano nminers. The final roon of the cave is the
largest, being 180' long, 100' wide, and averaging 15 high. It is connec-
ted to the Echo Roou by & 10! wide, 30' long stoopway. The floor of the
roou is quite irregular, with prouinent breakdown and several large, active
forcations. A few small solution passages extend from the roou, but all
end within 50'. Also, along the southern periveter are suall, lower level
roous and crawls in breakdown which reumain unsurveyed and perbhaps not
thoroughly explored. A bat colony is to be found at the SW end of tke

roori. The total length of the cave is about 1500, while its depth dces
not exceed 50'. (See wap, page 35)

Biologys The besteknoun aspect of the bilology of Lunbar Cave is the ecolofy
of the cave swallow, Petrochelidon fulva pallidc. The swallows have been
studied in soue detail by Janes K. Boker ond Robert K. Selander. When they
visited the cave in Septerwer, 1956, the population numbered about 400
swallows. Baker hag since returned to the eave on several cceasions to
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study the habits of this bird. Desides the swallow the only other verte-
brates recorded frou the cave are bats, Myctis ve;%%er, and frogs, Syrrho-
phus sp. The swallows inbabit the large entrance anber, while the bats
occupy tcre reuote sections of the ecave. Although a few cliff swallovs,
Petrochelidon pyrrhonota, have Leen cbserved in flicht with the eave swallow
above the cave entrance, none have been cbserved in the cave. A scall
collection of beetles, Rhadine howdeni (Barr and Lawrence), was made Dy
Jates K. Baker on one of Lis trips to the cave., A spider, Cigupipa sp.,

has also been previcusly collected in the cave. 4 collection g? inverte=-
brates was tade on Aug. 30, 1964, Ly David McKenzie and Terry Raines. This
raterial includes an unidentified gordion worn, unidentified pseudoscorpions,
spiders (blind Cicurina sp., Cicurina varians, Ariadnc bicolor, ond
Achaearanea porteri), blind phalangids representing & new species of
Hoplobunus, epigean isopods, roaches (Arenivaﬁa tonkowa ), cave erickets
(Ceuthophilus secretus), ants (Pogonouyruex barbatus), carabid beetles
(Bhadine howdeni and Selenophorus sp.), dercestid beetles (Deruestes
caninus), unidentified Leetles of tke family Histeridae, lapguriid beetles
(L&Qﬁgg;g laeta), staphylinid beetles (Belonuchus spe., or moguinus), and
tenebrionid beetles (Eleodes hisp labris and Embaphion ouricatuc subspe )

History: It is not known exactly when the cave was first explored, but it is
reported that explorers in the 1930's found a large lower level to the cave,
through which & windmill pipe passed. This report Las not been verified and
such a level cay not exist. The cave has been mined for guano at soue tive
vany years ago, but no dates of this operation or operations are known.

The first recorded exploraticn of the cave was tade in July, 1955, by Bill
Heluer and other ueubers of the University of Texas Grotto., A trip was rade
in Deceuber, 1955, by Bill Helmer, Don Goodson, Bob Jones, and Bill Hettler,
with the cave being rapped. In March, 1956, the cave was visited by David
Haonah, Fred Berner, Glen Harper, and Dave Kyser. A trip was wade in
Deceriber, 1956, by umeubers of the University of Texas Grotto. Jares K.
Baker visited the cave in Septeuwber, 1956, and has since rmnde several trips
to the cave to study the swallows. The cave was visited on Sept. 1, 1962,
by George Gray, EQ deBary, and Bryant Lilly of the Abilene Grotto. leny
trips by other groups have been unde to the cave, but dates and personnel
have not been recorded. It was re-rapped in greater detail on Aug. 30,
1964, by David McKenzie and Terry Raines.

Bibliogrephy: Anonytous. 1955. Future cave trips. Texas Caver. Noverber,
1955. p. 1.

Ancnyucus. 1956, Dunbar Cave. Ibid, 1(2):5. Reprinted in: Speleo Digest
1956, 1-60, 61. Pittsburgh Grotto Press, 1957.

Anonymous. 1956a. Report on the Coebuilan Cliff Swallow. Texas Caver,
1(9):3-4. Reprinted as "Swallows that nest in Texas caves”.in: NSS
News, 15(1):6-7.

Anonyuous. 1956b. “"Several field trips have been..." Texas Caver, 1(3):2.

Anonymous. 1956e. UTSS bolds annual club trip. Ibid, 1(11):5.

Anonynous. 1957. Notes, news and letters. NSS News, 15(1):2-3.

Anonynious. 1962, Newss Abilene. Texas Caver, T(8):105.

Anonyuous. 1965. News: University of Texas, N.S.S. Ibid, 10(3):60.

Baker, J.K. 1962. Asscciations of cave swallows with cliff and barn
swallows. Condor, 64(L):326.

Estesé J.H, 1961. Noteworthy caverns of Texas. Texas Aluanac 1961-1962,
Pe 63.

Helmer, W.J. 1956. Cover. NSS News, 14(11):105-106.
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111.

Kunath, C. 1965. Ye olde history. Privately printed. 60 pp.

Reddell, J. 1961. Texas Speleological Survey. Texas Caver, 6(4):53-54.

Reddell, J.R., ed. 1964. A guide to the caves of Texas, p. 52. R. & R.
Reproduction Co., Abilene, Texas.

Reddell, J.R. 1965. A checklist of the cave fauna of Texas. I. The
Invertebrata (exclusive of Insecta). Texas Journal of Seience, 17(2):
lh‘3- 187 *

Reddell, J.R. 1966. A checklist of the cave fauna of Texas. II. Insecta.
Texas Journal of Science. (In press)

Selander, R.K., and J.K. Baker. 1957. The cave swallov in Texas. Condor,
59(6) :345-363.

Widener, D.L., ed. n.d. Edwards Co. Texas Cave Survey, 1(4):28-29.
Reprinted in: Speleo Digest 1958, pp. 1-299, 300. Pitsburgh Grotto Press,

1959,
e Ref: TSS files

ED MAYFIELD RANCH CAVE NO. 1 Edwards County (#13)
Rocksprings 30' Quadrangle
Ovner: Ed Mayfield
Descriptions The cave consists of a 15' deep sink dropping into a 30* x 15°'
in diaweter room. The total depth of the cave is 20'=30'. It wes explored
on March 31, 1956, by Quincy Berlin and others. Equipuent is needed for the

entrance.

Bibliography: Widener, D.L., ed. n.d. Edwards Co. Texas Cave Survey, 1(4):
32.
Refs TSS files

ED MAYFIELD RANCH CAVE NO, 2 Edwards County (#14)
Rocksprings 30' Quadrangle
Owner: Ed Mayfield

Description: The cave is about 20' deep and consists of one room 80' x LO*
and 6'=10* Ligh. Two sinks lead to lower crawlways. Bats have inhabited
the cave which contains much breakdown and no forvations. Fauna observed

included harvestmen. It was explored by Quincy Berlin and a group frowu
Dallas.

Bibliographys: Widener, D.L., ed. n.d. Edwards Co. Texas Cave Survey,
1(k):32.
Ref: TSS files
ED MAYFIELD RANCH CAVE NO. 3 Edwards County (#15)
Rocksprings 30' Quadrangle

Cuners: Ed Mayfield

Description: The cave consists of a single chauber 75' in diaceter. There
are only a few discolored formations, with some guano in the roon. One
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very tight squeezeway leads out of the roow. The entrance is made by a
20' drop, 2' in diaueter, and requiring equipuent. The total depth is 30'-
ho'. It was explored on March 31, 1965, by Bob and Bart Crismon.

Bibliographys Widener, D.L., ed. n.d. Edwards Co. Texcs Cave Survey,
1(k):32,
Ref: TSS files

FALIEN STALAGMITE CAVE (BIG TOOTH CAVE) Edwards County (721)
Carta Valley 15' Quadrangle
Ouner: York Newman

Description: A crevice entrance in the bottom of a suall sink drops 32' to a
breakdown=floored roow 120* long and with an average ceiling height of 20';
near the west side of the room is a 4' stalaguite with a flat top and a 10'
flovstone base. Three stalagmites are found in the north end, one of which
bas fallen over. Along the southeast wall is a long slip area of licestone,
where it has fallen frow the wall but rewains upright. A crawl, west of
the entrance, was left unchecked because of snakes. The cave was first
reported by Preston McMichael of Houston. A brunton and tape survey was
wade by Tom Meador and Jon Vinson on Oct. 17, 1964%. (See wap, page 37)

Biology: Many small white frogs were found in the room; a 43' long non-
poisonous snake was observed near the entrance and one rattlesnake was
killed. The floor near the entrance is covered with goat bones; rotten
wood near the entrance has uushroous growing on it.

Ref: C. Kunath,
T. Meador

FIELDS SHELTER Edwards County (i4l)
Hackberry 15' Quadrangle
Owner: L.M. Fieclds

Description: All of the inforuation aveilable on this cave is from T.N.
Campbell's report on the cave. "The shelter opening is 25 feet wide and
about 16 feet high. Opposite the opening the shelter extends backward into
the liwestone bluff about 20 feet, but to the left (northwest) there is an
extension which rakes the shelter much wider than its opening. The maximun
width is approximotely 50 fect. The ceiling inside the shelter varies in
height. At the southeastern cnd it is 14 feet high; at the northwestern
end, 9 feet; but it rises to 2 helght of about 20 feet at a point some 15
feet from the northwestern end. At the entrance of the shelter is a large
linestone bLoulder that is deeply scored, apparently from use for abrading
purposes (as sharpening pointed Lone impletents). The scourings show no
particular pattern.”" (Campbell, 1957) (See wap, page L40)

Archaeology: "The floor deposit in the shelter was thin, varying from 10 cu.
near the wall at the southeastern end to approxirately 50 cu. in the central
part of the northwestern half. Four layers could be distinguished. Sira-
tun 1, which rested on bedrock, consisted of fine dust and ash without any
fibrous material; it appears not to have been present over the entire floor
area, but in at least one place it had a thickness of 12.5 cu. Above this
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loy Stretunm 2, a tangled wass of fibrous.vaterial intermixed with ash and
dust. Stratum 2 ranged from 10 to 20 cuw; in thickness and contained grass
steus, sotol; lechuguilla, and beergrass’ leaves, prickly pear interncdes,
and apparently nost of the artifacts from the site, particularly those rade
of organic uaoterials., Stratum 3 was a thin layer of fine dust and ash which
averaged T.5 cu. in thickness and contained a stall amount of fibrous waterial
sloilar to that in Stratun 2 immediately below. Capping the deposit was
Stratun 4, a hard-packed layer of sheep and goot dung which ranged frou
> to 12.5 cm. in thickness. Stratuu 4 is obviously of very recent origin.
The shelter deposit was not disturbed by humen burials at any timze. Two
huwan molar teeth, however were encountered in Stratun l... Rebbit, squir-
rel and other rodent bones were fairly cormon, but turkey and other big
bones were not strongly represented, Bones of larger animals, such as
bison and deer, were present in swall quantities. A few snail shells were
noted, but no mussel shells... Plant reucins were very common. Interncdes
of prickly pear were especially numercus in Stratum 2 and appear to have
been used as food... The dart point types include: Abasolo, 3; Ensor, 3;
Kinney, 1; lMartindale, 1; Pandale, 1; Refugio, 2; and Tortugas, 2... Five
of the 1l arrowpoints show considerable variation in cutline, but they
appear to be Young points... Three crudely wade and heavily barbed arrow-
points, all with dauwaged stems, appear to be fragmentary Perdiz points...
The remaining three arrowpoints cannot be identified as to type..." (Caipbell
1957) 1In addition to these artifacts there were also found: knives, end-
serapers, uiscellaneous flint artifacts, hand stone (weno), a willing slab,
bone awls, bone beads, an antler flaking tool, fire-mcking equipwent, a
wooden awl, a rhythn stick, sticks wrapped with fiber, uiscellaneous sticks
showing evidence of use or preparation for use, a flagcolet, four reed
froguents, freguents of basketry and matting, cordage and netting and arti-
facts made fron yucca leaves (1ncluding sandals, o small hoop, yucca leaves
Pearing knots, twisted yucca leaves, and a folded and wrapped yucca leaf).
'In sutmary, it uay be said that the Fields site, a small rock shelter in
the western part of the Edwards Plateou of Texas, has yielded evidence of
two prehistoric occupations. The first (and earlier) is assignable to the
Archalc Stage of Texas and shows a blend of traits coumonly found in sites
of the Pecos River Focus and the Edwards Plateau Aspect. The second (and
later), which is very lightly represented and not supported by direct
stratigraphic evidence, is believed to be referable to some as yet undefined
focus of the Central Texas Aspect (Neo-Auerican Stage). The Fields site is
significant because it 1s the easternrost dry shelter thus far reported in
southwestern Texas, and the preservation of Archaic artifacts of wood and
fiber provides data that are useful in evaluating the relationships between
the Pecos River Focus and the Edwards Plateau Aspect. It also shows how the
factor of preservation introduces difficulties in cultural identificotion
and in the couparison of cultures from areas with different climates.”
(Caupbell, 1957)

History: "The Fields Shelter wes excavated by a smell field crew frou the
University of Texas during the two-day period of April 4-5, 1934. This
excavation was directed by J.E. Pearce, then Cheirmen of the Departuent of
Antbropology, but the actual field work was supervised by A.T. Jackson,
who also prepared the field report. The crev began digging at the south-
eastern end of the shelter and worked toward the opposite end, removing all
of the floor deposit down to bed rock. There seems to have been no excava-
tion in the nidden on the talus clape Lelew the shelter,"” (Campbell, 1957)
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Bibliographys Caupbell, T.N. 1957. The Fields Shelters: An archeological
site in Bdwards County, Texas. Texas Journal of Science, 9(1):7-25.

Gray, W.R. 1942, Archacclogy of the Craig Rock Shelters, Upper Nueces
Valley, Edwards County, Texas, p. 5. Unpublished M.A. Thesis. University
of Texas.

Suhm, D.A. 1958. A revievw of Central Texas archeology. Bull, Texas Arch-

eological Sceiety, 29394,
Ref: TSS files

FOUNTAIN CAVE Edwards County (f44)
Heckberry 15' Quadrangle
Ouner: Jessy Lockhart

Description: Fountain Cave is located on the side of a steep hill on the west
side of the Nueces River. The uouth of the cave faces east and overlooks
the Leautiful Nueces River canyon. The wain entrance ucasures 3' in dia-
reter; there is another entrance, a swall hole, about 10*' to the north.

The entrance is 30' long and 25' wide with an averege ceiling height of 5°%.
There are four passages leading frou this roou, but only two extend to the
rain part.of the cave. The passage to the right is low-ceilinged and ends,
after 250%, in very low roouws, scme of which are quite wide and contain dry
clay on the floor. There is a passage on a souewbat higher level just ine
side the first passage. There are a few forrations and the ceiling remains
fairly constant at Li', After about 100', the floor drops into a lower
rassage and both passages soon become one and extend to a room containing
one large stalagmite about 15' high. Rescerbling a large fountain, although
it is inective, it is assumed that this forration gave the cave its nane.
This passage continues for about 100' before ending. Fron the Fountain
and couing back beneath the upper level, there is 2 small raze of low
passages on one level. After T7%' this passage uckes a short jog, and
shortly becomes low again. After a few more feet of srall passage it
ceuerges into the entrance room of the cave. A short parallel passage also
leads frow the entrance rocm to the latter passage. The reraining lead in
the entrance roou is & very short dead-end passage. The cave was explored
and vapped by uembers of the Abilene Grotto and the Sen Angelo College
Speleological Society in 1S6L4k. A well-known cave locally, it was first
visited by Bob and Bart Criscan in Deceuber, 1954, It has since been
visited a few tives Ly members of the Abilene and University of Texas
Grottos. (See wap, page 41)

Geology: Fountain Cave is forwmed in the lowest part of the lower unnaved
forretion. Locally, this basal unit is probably limier and a better cave=-
forver. The cave way represent phreatic passages below the foruerly higher
bed of the IMicces River, or ray be one of the foruer spring flow outlets for
water novensn’ on top of the less permeable Glen Rose Linestone below.

Bibliography: Anonyrious. 196k. News: Abilene, N.S.S. Texas Caver, 9(4):59.

Cri?m%n, B., and B. Crisman. 1956. Iletters to the editor. Ibid,
182,125,

Estesé 0. 1961. NotewortlLy caverns of Texas. Texas Alrenac 1961-1962,
pe 03.

Widener, D.L., ed. n.d. Edwards Co. Texas Cave Survey, 1(4):30.
Reprinted in: Speleo Digest 1958, p. 1-300. Pittsburgh Grotto Press,
1959.

Ref: Jiu Estes
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GOAT SKULL CAVE Eawards County (739)

Indian Mountain 15' Quadrangle
Owrer: Touny Seargeant

Description: Upon dropping about 10* to a heap of rubble, one finds that most
of the rubble is wade up of goat skeletons, with about 75'skulls within a
6' radius. This was duc to the governcent=prouoted goat slaughtering during
the depression when the cave wes used in lieu of burning the slaughtered
goats. The cave 1s 2 srall solution cave in a swiss-cheese type of rock,
Nowhere in its 75' length is it pessible to stand up. It was reported by
Carl Clayton on Nov. 30, 1949. This cave lies very near to the Kinney County
lire. Since there is no exact location available, it is possible that it is
not in Edwerds Ccunty but in Kinney County.

Biblicgrephys Widenmer, D.L., ed. n.d. Edwards Co. Texas Cave Survey, 1(4):
30. Reprinted in: Speleo Digest 1958, p. 1-301. Pittsburgh Grotto Press,

1959.
Refs TSS files

GRANDIMA'S RAIN DRAIN (RAIN DRAIN CAVE) Bdwards County (i729)
Carta Valley 15' Quadrangle
Owner: Mrs. Davis (Merlin Davis' wother)

Description: The cave is little wore than a water course entering through a
very small sink which was widened in order to enter the cave. It fills
with silt about 150' beyond the entrance. The cave was explored on the
weekend of Feb. 22, 1957, by Harvey Jackson, Bob Money, Jerry Harwcod, Paul
Honson, Bob Moore, and Buddy "Hammcek" Frank. of the Corpus Christi Grotto.

Bibli?ggaphy: Ancnyuous. 1960. Unusual Texas cave names. Texas Caver,
5(2):9.
Money, R. 1957. Davis Ranch and Dragool Cave field trip. Ibid, 2(2):6.
Videner, D.L., eds n.d. Edwards Co. Texas Cave Survey, 1(4):30.
Refs TSS files

GRAVEYARD CAVE Edwards County (7#32)
Carta Valley 15' Quadrangle
Owner: E.T. Rucker

Description: The entrance is a 31" x 15" opening dropping vertically for 45!
into a room containing white clay. No passages extend frou this room. The
cave 1s nawmed from the fact that 700-800 goats were killed and dumped into
the cave during Franklin Roosevelt's livestock killing prograi.

Bibliograpbys: Crisman, B., and B. Criswan, 1956. Letters to the editor.
Texas Caver, 1(2):5.
Widener, D.L., ed. n.d, Edwards Co. Texas Cave Survey, 1(4):3l. Reprinted
in: Speleo Digest 1958, p. 1-301. Pittsburgh Grotto Press, 1959.
Refs TSS files
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GUTHRIE'S CAVE BEawards County (;116)
Rocksprings 30' Quadrangle
Ouner: Perry Guthrie

Descriptions The entrance is a 6' x 8' opening that drops 8' and is elivbable.
The cave opens on the southwest side of the sink and leads to a low roou:
about 30' in diacmeter and 3' high., To the right is a hole 2' in diameter
dropping about 20' to a syall rocu in brezckdown; this drop is also cliubable,
Through the breakdown the cave continues to a smell landing with three ways
to go. To the right, back in under a shelf, the cave goes to a wide flat
roor ebout 40' in diameter and 3' in height. A crawlway leads froa this
roou: back to the scuthwest but is soon clogged with snall debris. Frou the
loanding another lead gees a short distance and secus to parallel the
afore-uentioned crawlway. The third lead is o short one that continues
beneath the breakdown and gradually goes upward, possibly uaking suall
connections with the first roou. The total length of the cave is about
150" and the total depth is 35'-=40'. It was visited by Joues Estes, Bryent
Lilly, Sac Corning, and Perry Gutlrie, Jr., on Junc 29, 1963, ot which tiue
it was mapped. (See rap, page Uh)

Biology: Cave crickets, harvestuen, and surfece-type bectles vere noted.
There was no guano present, but the droppings of raccoons or other stall
anicels were seen. A grey wold was noted in spots in the entrance roou.

Bibliographys: Anonyuous. 1963. Newss Abilene, N.S.S. Texas Caver, 8(7):7h.
Estes, J. 1963. Abilene Grotto visits Guthrie Cave. Ibid, 8(7):73.
Ref: Jim Estes

HILILTOP CAVE (TOP-OF-THE-HILL CAVE) Edwords County (#36)
Indian Creek 15' Quadrangle
Ouwner: John Whitworth

Description: "Hilltop cave is a single roon 50 weters long under the northern
knob of the hill. A large, double-peaked pile of breckdown neerly covers
the floor. lany sheep and geat bones have washed down to the swall streanm
which circumseribes the room. Although it is possible to crawl under
ledges along the western wall, there do not seem to be any real leads. One
stall chiuney at the north end leads upward to a dead end. At the north-
western corner there is a luge rcek capping the breakdown. Just below this
a pit at the bottowm of which is a passageway which turns upward into a
short chimney after a few feet. At the top of the chimney is a chain of
very stell rooms. At the scuthwestern corner of the uain roou are soue
very corplex, delicate stalactites which were different frou any we had
ever seen before.” (Cuevas, Guthrie, Hilliard, and Troubley, 1959)

History: The first recorded trip to Hilltop Cave was made on the weekend of
Feb, 22, 1957, by Harvey Jackson, Bob Money, Jerry Harwood, Paul Henson,
Bob Mcore, and Buddy "Hamucek" Frank of the Corpus Christi Grotto. Another
trip wos tade in 1960 by George Gray, John lLenier, Jaces Estes, Jiu Caldwell,
Hugh Colbert, Rayuond Fain, Steve Rowe, Ikey Dillinghen, and 16 boy scouts.
On Moreh 14, 1964, meubers of the Abilene Grotto and explorers frou Dyess
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AFB visited the cave., It was explored and ropped in October, 1958, by

B, Cuevas, Jd. Guthrie, H. Hilliord, cnd I. Troubley of Corpus Christi.
This wap, bowever, is tco stall scale and too lacking in detail to warrant
its inclusion. The cave Las frequently been confused with Dragoo Cave and
has probably been visited on most of the trips to Dragoo Cave.

Bibliograpbys: Anonyuous. 1960. Abilene group tours Droagool=Hilltop with

scouts. Texas Caver, 5(2):10.

Ancnymous. 1960a. Texas covess 1959. Ibid, 5(1):1h.

Anonymous, 1961, Caver of the Month: Irene Estes. Ibid, 6(3):30.

Anonynous. 1964. News: Abilene, N.5.S. Ibid, 9(3):47.

Cuevas, E,, J. Guthrie, H. Hilliard, and I. Troubley. 1959. dJohn Whit-
worth's caves, Texas. NSS News, 17(11):160-163.

Estes, J. 1959. The cave of the white waterfall., Texas Caver, 4(6):10.
Reprinted in: NSS News, 18(1):l4-5.

Estesé J.H. 1961. Noteworthy caverns of Texas. Texas Aluanac 1961-1962,
Pe O3

Kunath, C. 1965. Ye olde history. Privately printed. 60 pp.

Mbne(:yS 2. 1957. Davis Ranch and Dragecol Cave field trip. Texas Caver,
2(2):6.

Reddell, J. 1961l. Texas Speleological Survey. Ibid, 6(l4):53-5k.

Widener, D.L., ed. n.d. Edwerds Co. Texcs Cave Survey, 1(4):31.

Ref's TSS files

HUGHES CAVE Edwards County (#45)
Barksdale 15' Quadrangle

Owner: Glern Hughes

Description: The entrance tc the cave is a 30' wide, 5' high slit at the end
of a long collapse sink into which much water drains. A talus slope leads
down about 10' into a suooth dirt- and rock-floored rccu abeut 40' wide and
LO' long. At the back of this roori, which is sbout 12' high, nunerous
foruations split the roon into several interconncceting passeges. A sloping
rassage along the right wall leads to a 5' drop into a lower roon about
30* long, 15' wide, 10' high, and silt-floored. Along the sides of this
roow: the ceiling lowers to less than 3'. Whet night have been crawls appear
to extend from the back of the room but are aluost couplete filled with
the washed-in silt. The total length of the cave is about 150'. It was
explored on Aug. 14, 1965, by Jobn Fish and James Reddell.

Biology: A swall biological collection was made on Aug. 14, 1965. The fauna
collected included: staphylinid beetles, carabid beetles (Rhadine howdeni),
tenebrionid beetles, nmites, harvestuen, spiders, camel crickets, colleumbola,
sow bugs, psocids, centipedes, an iunature epigeen williped of the family
Paraiulidae, and a Texas Barking Frog (Eleutherodactylus latrans).

Biblicgrapbys Anonymous. 1965. News: University of Texas Grotto-K.S.S.
Texas Caver, 10(9):184-185,
Ref: TSS files
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JACOBY CAVE Eawards County (;:19)
Junction 15' Quadrangle

Owner: Ray Jaccby

Descriptions The cave is entered through two srall holes in solid limestone.
One of these is abcut 3' and the other about 1.5% in dianeter. These drop
about L' to o talus slope leading down into a room about 35' long, 25' wide,
and 10' high. Several formations are found along the left wall and numerous
soda straws on the ceiling of the right wall. A slope end clicb up and
then down ot the back of this roon leads into a 25' long, 10' wide, 8' high
room. A slope up at the back of this second roou leads to a 10' drop down
into 2 roocu about 15' wide, 35' long, and 15' high. A ledge circles the
roon alony the left side. A passage cuong formations at the back of the
rocu soon Lecomes too small. A pessage near the ceiling at the back of the
roow on the right side leads into a low rocu cbout 20' long and 10* wide.
Although there has been wuel vendalisn in the cave, it still reucins
attractive. The cave was visited on Sept. 21, 1963, by Jaues Reddell and
Devid lMcKenzie. At thet tiue a collection of founa was tade. The cave was
2lso visited in the foll of(1965 by Orion Knox, Jr. :

Biology: The faura collected includes: epigean isopods (Porcellio scaber),
willipeds (Speodestus echinourus and Carbela speobia), & scorpion (Vejovis
sp.), spiders (Cicurina sp., Cicurina verians, and Achacaranea porterii,
carcbid beetles (Rhadine 8Dp. ), staphylinid beetles Tﬁelonuchus 8p., nOr
Eggggggg), collenbola zPseudosinella Eetterseni), a reduviid bug (Triatore
cerstaeckeri), and an itrature troglobitic phalangid.

Geology: Jacoby Cave is in the uppermost pert of the upper unnamed formetion
Just below the Del Rio Clay.

Bibliographys Reddell, J.R. 1965. A checklist of the cave fauna of Texas.
I. The Invertebrata (exclusive of Insecta). Texas Journal of Secience,
17(2) :143-187.

Reddell, J.R. 1966. A checklist of the cave foura of Texas. IT. Insecta.
Texas Journal of Science. (In press)
Ref: TSS files

JYM'S CAVE (JAMES CAVE) (ADAMSON CAVE) Edwards County (i'7)
No quadrangle
Cuner: Jyu Adauson

Description: "The entrance is situated on 2o slight incline and 1is in the

shape of a half-moon, approxitately 5 feet long and 3 feet wide. Entrance
was uwade by wmeans of a thirty foot cable ladder and safety line. The ladder
touching bottom, with three or four feet to spare, on a 'platform' about
eight Ly ten feet. It was found that the entrance was situated in the center
of the cave and the cave itself was aluost in a perfect circle. On one side
the floor reached almost to the ceiling and on the opposite side it sloped
downward abruptly. There was a ledge across another side rade of loose

dirt and rocks. Most of the floor was covered with break-down. At one
location in the cave there was an undercut where Lot guano and a little
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dacpness were found., The cave had several crawlways and possagevays which
led off in different directions; but all cace to an end after about thirty
feet, Upon first entering the cave several 'Texas Barking Frogs' were seen
and one was caught for o speciuen., The rest disappeared aluost as soon as
the spelunkers had entered. There were a few of whet appeared to be Mexican
Free=tail bats but they too soon disappeared. Therc was little evidence of
their inhebiting the wain room except for the guano found at the undercut.
However, soce were seen to come out of a smell hole leading down fron the
ledge, leading the spelunkers to believe there was ¢ larger roon below.

An cntrance large enocugh could not be found, however, which would allow one
to enter the lower level. Dut after several feet it pinches out to such a
szall dicoeter that it is irpossible to go any further. Most of the wells
were vertical except where the floor came to within a few feet of the ceiling
and ot these loecations the wells were more of a sloping nature. There was
very little coisture in the cave, except at the undercut and at one formation
which was cetive, The air in the cave was good in all areas." (Owens, 1957)
The only rare thing noted was the green coloration found on cave rock in the
tuilight zone, apparently a result of a swall flow of water. The roon is

38' x 38* wide and has one 28' long passage leeding off. It was explored in
the fell of 1957 by Harvey Jackson, Dorlis Jackson, and other merbers of the
Corpus Christi Grotto. Although one location places this cave in Sutton County
ancther clearly indicates that it is farther south, presuuably on the saue
ranch of Jyn Adamson as is Wheat Cave.

Bibliographys Owen, R.W, 1957. Jym's Cave. Texas Cever, 3(1):15, 19. Reprinte
in: Speleo Digest 1958, p. 1-312. Pittsburgh Grotto Press, 1959.
Ref: TSS files

LOWELL'S CAVE (JESSUP CAVE) (LOWELL JESSUP'S CAVE) Edwards County (#42)
Hackberry 15' Quadrangle
Cuners Lowell Jessup

Descriptions Lowell's Cave is located just beneath the crown of a steep hill.
The entrance drops about 30' to a sloping talus floor where it seeus a foruer
passage 1is plugged. The decorated passage goes to the right for about 200°,
ending in a tight Se-shaped crawlway. The passage to the left goes about 150!
and ends in o low rooum. It is a rather pretty cave, though dry, containing
one short passage almost f£illed with coralloid stalactites and stalagnites
and another short passege devoid of formations. The cave was visited in the
suuer of 1964 by merbers of the Abilere Grotto and the San Angelo College
Speleological Society. It was mapped at that tize. (See mep, page 48)

Bibliography: Anonymous. 1964. News: Abilene, N,S.S. Texas Caver, 9(k4):59.
Widener, D.L., eds n.d. Edwards Co. Texas Cave Survey, 1(4):31.
Ref: Jin Estes
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PAINTED CAVE (THURMAN RANCH CAVE) Edvwards County
? Quadrangle
Ovner$ Buddy Thurtan

Descriptions Three sinkholes ueasuring from 4 to 12 feet in diaveter and
penetrating 6 feet of liuestone drop into a room 10 high, 15' wide, and
50! longe It is not known if passages extend from this room. The cave
is forued on one level, is dry, and silted. It is reported to heve Indian
peintings end artifacts. The cave was visited on Hove 24, 1956, by Dave
Kyser of the University of Texcs Grotto. He found about 50 nests of the
cave swallow, Petrochelidon fulva pallida, in the cave, the lowest of which
was four feet above the floor.

Bibliography: Selander, R.K., and J.K. Boker. 1957. The cave swallow in
Texas. Condor, 59(6):350.
Widener, D.L., eds n.d. Edwords Co., Texas Cave Survey, 1(l4):32.
Reprinted in: Speleo Digest 1958, p. 1-301. Pittsburgh Grotto Press, 1959.
Ref: TSS files

PERSIMNMOI! CAVE Edwards County (=)
No gquadrangle
Cwner: Holuan Estate (Chris Haines, ngr.)

Descriptions A swmall solution sink near a persiumon tree drops a few feet to
o breakdown slope leading into a room about 4O' long, 15' wide, and 5' high.
A stnll drop-off to the right leads down to o point about 20' below the
entronce. It was visited on Sept. 30, 1961, Ly Jares Reddell, Mills Tandy,
David McKenzie, and other uecbers of the University of Texas Grotto and
Horold Turney Friess. The cave is in the uppertost part of the upper
unnaced forvation Just below the Del Rio Clay.

Ref: TSS files

PUNKI! CAVE (FUNKIN HEAD CAVE) (BAT CAVE) Edwards County (#2k)
Flat Roek 15' Quadrangle

Cuner: Loys Newwan

Description: "The wain entrance 1s a 22' by Ll.5' hole on the gentle slope
of & rocky hill,and in the roof of the cave. The other entrance is a short
tunnel ‘euptying' into the wain room of the cove tuenty feet above a guano-
dirt-talus hill. Thickness of the overburden in the vicinity of the large
entrance ranges frou only three feet to near ten feet. The second entrance,
the one in which a wocden ladder has been placed, is located 67 feet fron
the woin entrance in o northwesterly direction. The wain roou of the cave
receives a lot of light because of the large entrance in its roof, and the
faet that the color of the walls range for the most part from light pink to
grey, and reflection is gocd. The roon is quite large, wnecsuring 170 feet
by 260 feet and has an average ceiling height of 40 feet., The floor 1is
couposed wainly of ercded breakdown sections covered by a thick mixture of
decouposed guano, dirt, clay, and feathers and excreta cf a nucber of
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Ccahuilan Cave Swallows. There is also an assortuent of broken bird eggs,
and brush, trash and leaves that has either blown in or dropped frou the
large entrance. In the southern section of the woin roon are several holes
that can be descended for a distance of approxivately 100 feet to a low=
ceilinged room fifteen to twenty feet in diaceter, In this area the air
becores much nore humid than in the wain level gbove. To the west of the
wain roou lies the bat section, which 1s some 20 feet lower than the average
tein floor level. The air is filled with the srell of arwonic fron fresh
guano deposits, cnd is tuch werter by contrast tban the 100-foot hole.
Several Lundred bate were noted in this section. There is an area to the
right and back of the bat section that has been mined (2) at infrequent
intervals for fertilizer, If there are other areans beyond the bat section,
they have not been checked out. The shape of the wain roon and its rela-
tion to the 100-foot hole seems to indicate that at a great distance below
the floor 1lies the origincl floor of the cave." (Anonymous, 1962¢c) Severcl
suall passages extend from the entrance roon but go nowhere. One of these
is reached via a 10* high ledge on the north wall of tke rcou. This leads
into a swell tunrel about 40' long. Several crawlweys extend from other
portions of the roou but all end after a short distance. These in general
are floored with a whitish crystalline silt. (See uap, page 53)

Biology: The cave is of considerable biological interest, if for no other
reason than for the acbundance of life present. The cave is estitated to
possess a colony of 500,000 Mexican free-tail bats, Tcdorida brasiliensis
cexicanc, as well as a colony of several hundred cave swallows, Petrochelidor
fulva pallida. Other vertebrates which have been observed in the cave
include a rattlesnake, found coiled at the botton of the ladder on one trip,
an owl and a hawk, observed entering the sink, and frogs, Syrrhophus uarncck:
Other fauna includes bees, cave crickets, harvestuen, epigean nillipeds,
heaniptera, Thisterid beetles, stapbylinid beetles, tenebrionid beetles,
carabid beetles (Bhadine babcocki and R. howdeni), other unidentified
beetles, collerbola, a tick, spiders, pseudoscorpions, pillbugs, ternites,
centipedes, and ants. The presence in the cave of thousands of tenebrionid
beetles (representing several species) is of interest, as is the presence
of several species not usually found in caves. The reason for the latter
cccurrence appears to be due to two factors. One is that there appears to
be a umuch uore varied fauna found in asscciation with ceve swallow droppings
than only with bat guanoe. This has been noteably cbserved in Felton Cave,
where uany species not previously recorded froum caves were found on a
stalegnite covered with bird droppings. The other reason is the presence
of an abundant flora, including several species of fungi, woss, and algae,
at the botton of the entrance drop.

Geology: The following speculations and observations have been made in an
article froo The Texas Caver. "fhe solution characteristics of the walls
alost to the ceiling do not acesunt for the large arount of breakdown that
is present, unless perheps the cave could have been subject to the following
conditions: refilled with water with additional snoothing by solution;
weathering of the walls and breakdown; or by parasitic activity... The first
and initial trip to the cave by the author and other wecbers of the Abilene
Grotto was on a warn still dey. It was during this trip that the 100-foot
pit was checked out by Bert Crisuan, who stated that the small f£lat-floor
roon was encountered about the same distance down as the safety rope reached
(100 feet). Observed on the first trip was the great activity of the bats,
the stocoth walls, and the floor wns stirred up considerably by the cavers
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exploring. It was noted that the beetle population was great also,
especially the area bencath the wooden ladder and between there and the
100=foct hole, On the second trip to the cave, it was irnediately apporent
thot the footprints of the previous week were coupletely suoothed overe It
was o cool day, yet there was no wind to speak of. However, there was

noted & gocd amount of dry weeds and grass scettered at places about the
roo, and also the ever present beetles. The activity of the bats had not
decreased and there had not been any roinfoll during the weeke. During the
repping of the cave the wells were exenined closely. It oppeared that a
'rotting' or eating away hed been going on for cges. The rock wes quite dry
and flakey for a depth of about % inch, The condition of the smoothed over
floor was not readily explaircble. For it to have no indication et all of
heving been trarpled on a week earlier is bordering on the nysterious,
except for a couple of possibilities. For one thing, could it be possible
thot the great number of beetles and other life, crawling back end forth
across the soft floor, hod in effect, 'smoothed it out?' It would seeu that
the number required to do this would be much more than the one roon cave
could support. On the other hand, since the cave was not visited during
tives of a strong wind, could it be possible for the shape of the cave, and
the locations of the two entrances to cause enough air flow in the cave to
stuooth out the floor? The loose material is very light, and it would not
take wmuch of a flow to accouplish this. It would also account for the
acount of dry grass, leaves, and brush scattered around the roowu, and also
its decouposition night cccount for o ceasure of the thick dry floor nixture
ese There hod at oue time Leen a fire in the cave (guano) and a yellow
sulphurous substance wes noted at the wouth of a suall side tunnel."
(Anonyucus, 1962¢)

History: Punkin Cave has been known by local pecple for uony years. At one
tize the cave was uined for guano and at another tive a fire in the guano
was said to have burned for uonths. In recent years, only interuittent
removal of guano by neighboring ronchers has been done. The cave was
visited in October 1962 Ly Bart Criscen, George Cray, Jin Estes, Ed deBory,
Bryont Lilly, and Jin Medlin of the Abilene Grotto. It was uepped in
October, 1962, Ly reubers of the Abilene Grotto. Most of the trips going
to Deep Cave have also included a stop by Punkin Cave. These trips include
one on Moy 18-19, 1963, by Bert Olsen, Norran Robinson, and Pete Lindsley
of the Dallas-Fcrt Worth Grotto and cne in February 1964 by cecbers of the
Sul Ross Speleologicel Society and Abilene Grotto. On Feb. 30, 1965,
recbers of the Abilene Grotto and Dallas-Fort Worth Grotto visited the cave.
The 1965 Texas Speleological Assceiation project, Project Deep, included
biological collections and study in Punkin Cave, but most of this inforta-
tion 1s not yet available. It will be included in a future report on the
projecte.

Bibliography: Anonymous. 1962, Cover. Texas Caver, 7(11):125-126.
Anopyucus. 19620, Newss Abilene. Ibid, 7(9):lik.
Anonyucus. 1962b. Other little bits... Ibid, 7(10):123.
Anonyucuse 1962c. Some observations mede at Punkin Cave, Texas. Ibid,

7(11):129-130.

Ancnynicus. 1963. lNews: DellaseFort Worth, N.S.S. Ibid, 8(7):7k.
Anonyuous. 1964, News: Sul Ross College, Alpine, Texcs. Ibid, 9(2)s:2k-25.
Anonytious. 1965. News: Abilene, N.S.S. Ibid, 10(2):k0.
Anonyriouse 1965a. News: Dallas-Fort Worth Grotto N.S.S. Ibid, 10(2):ko.
Anonyuouse 1965b. Project "Deep" statistics. Ibid, 10(9):l72.
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Estes, J. 1965. 1965 T«S«A. Convention.es 'Success! is the word! Ibid,
20(%) 17479,

Estes, J. 1965a. Project Deep, Ibid, 10(6):117.

Estes, J. 1965b. Project Deep. Ibid, 10(7):127-130.

Estes, J. 1965¢. Project Deep. Ibid, 10(9):169-170.

Kunath, C. 1965. Cover. Ibid, 10(3)sh3-llk,

Kunath, C. 1965a., Pictures of Punkin Cave. Ibid, 10(3):54.

Kuneth, C. 1965b. Ye olde history. Privately printed. 60 pp.

Medlin, J. 1963. Cover. Texas Caver, 8(8):87-88.

Reddell, J.R. 1966. A checklist of the cave fauna of Texas. II, Insecta
Texos Journal of Science., (In press)

Yeary, G., and C. Kunath, 1965. Photos. Texas Caver, 10(9):170-175.
Ref: Jin Estes

RED ARROW CAVE ?Edwards County (#18)
TRocksprings 30' Quadrangle
VManagers Morion Suith

Descriptions The entrance to the cave is a szall sink leading into a low
cravlway frequently containing rattlesnokes. After about 50* the passage
coues to a junction. To the left a drop-off leads into a room 15' high,
about 50' wide, and T0' long, with a crevice along the right well, To the
right 2 6' high, 20" wide passage leads to an area of assive flowstone,
soue foruotions, ond a drop and steep flowstone slope. This extends down
into a room ebout 100' wide and long and with a drop-off and steep slope
at its end. This leads down o steep slope for a dilstance of cbout 100!
where the deepest point in the cave is reached, at about 120', a depth in
sharp countrast to the estiroted 500' depth of Heluer (1955). There are
several large forrations and colurms elong the slopes The ceiling height
of this deepest roou is about 25'. After about 100' 2 slope up leads to a
large relatively flat-flocred roon about 150' long, 100' wide, and 30' high.
A popecorn-floored roon is reached via o drop-off at the end of the previous
roou. MNo passage extends frouw the popcorn-floored room. Besides rattle-
snakes and perheps an oceasional copperbead, the cave is also inhabited by
scorpions, harvestien, cave crickets, and a few bats., The cave is quite
nolst, with severzl pcols of water. dJust inside the single large roou,
about thirty yards inside the entrance, was a colony of nice scarpering in
and out of holes in a depression in the wall, Of interest also was the
discovery of fossilized bones representing the reroins of a Cretaceous
dinosaur, probably o Plesiosaur. (See wep, page 55)

History: The dates, Christuas Doy 1915 and 1930, are the only evidences of
early exploration of the cave. It was discovered in Juce, 1955, by Bob
Holder, lMel Huelel, Dan fNustin, ond Ed Suitbh. Their exploretion, however,
vas thwarted by a five-foot dianondback rattlesnake just inside the narrow
cravlway entrance. Three weecks later a second group, ineluding Lynn
Allren, Larry Littlefield, Dan Jones, Bill Heluer, Dave Heonnah, and Benny
Hendrix entered and explored the cave. Other trips heve included one in
Dececber, 1955, by Bill Helrer, Bob Jones, Don Goodson, Robert Kreip, and
Bill Hettler. At that tire they encountered two rattlesnakes. A trip was
ade carly in March, 1956, by David Hannch, Fred Berner, Glen Harper, and
Dave Kyser. It was capped by Bill Heluer, Dayton Wodrich, and Ton Winans
on July 15, 1956. Meubers of the Corpus Christi Grotto, led by Harvey
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Jackson, visited the cave in Cetober, 1956, Since that tiue and until
about 1959 a number of trips were wade to the cave. Discourtesies to

the owner forced hin to close the cave and no trips were node to the cave
until Sept. 4, 1965, when Jin Jasek, Frank Jasel, Joe Grote, and Tou
Barnette wapped it. This second wop is rore detailed and is ineluded

in this report. The exact locetion of the cave is not known, but is is
souetives reported in Recl County. It is certainly near the county line,
regardless of which county it is actually in. It is included here for
counvenience, even though 1t way eventually be proved to be in Real County.

Bibliogrephy: Anonyucus. 1955. Helver mekes NSS News cover. Texas Caver,

Deceuber, 1955 pe Se

Anonyrous. 1956. lotes, news and letters. NSS News, 14(5):b2.

Anonyrious. 1956a. Red Arrow Cave. Texas Caver, 1(7):3. Reprinted in:
Speleo Digest 1956, pp. 1=-066, 67. Pittsburgh Grotto Press, 1957.

Anonyuous. 1956b. "Several field trips have been..." Texas Caver, 1(3):2.

Anonyucus.  1956e.  "Several Texcs Tech Colleges...” Ibid, 1(10):3.

Avonyuous. 1956d. Snckes in Red Arrow. Ibid, 1(1):l.

Anonyuious, 1958, Photogrephs on page 11. Ibid, 3(1):10-11,

Anonyrious. 1960, Texas caves: 1959. Ibid, 5(1):1k.

Crisven, B., and B, Criscon. 1956. letters to the editor. Ivid, 1(2):5.

EsteséaJ.H. 1961, Noteworthy caverns of Texes. Texas Aluanac 1961-1962,
DPe Oce

Groy, Ge 1959. Red Arrow Cave closed. Texns Caver, 4(5):11.

Helrer, Wedea 1955. Cover. NSS News, 13(11):1-2.

Helver, W.J. 19552. Red Arrow Cave., Ibid, 13(11):l-5.

Helrer, B. 1957. Adventure underground: ‘*Speluckers' find caves foscineting
dangercus. Brady Hercld, 14(28):k. March 26, 1957.

Kunath, C. 1965. Ye olde history. Privately printed. GO ppe.

Reddell, J. 1961l. Texas Speleological Survey. Texas Caver, 6(b):53-54.

Scott, R.Te 1956, First aid for snakebites. Ibid, 1(1):6.

Widener, D.L., eds n.d. Edwerds Co. Texas Cave Survey, 1(4):32, 34-35.

Ref: Jaues dasek

RUCKER BAT CAVE (BAT CAVE) Edwards County (#33)
Carta Valley 15* Quadrangle
Cuner: L.T. Rucker

Description: The cave is entered through a large arched entrence about 50! x
75*, falling vertically for about 4O'. The main chauber is about 100° wide,
several hundred feet long, and 50'-60' high. Other roous reportedly exist
but nothing is known about then, except thaot the guano stench was so strong
in an upper charber that it was not fully explored.

History: The cave has Leen uined for guano fron tine to tice; Mr. Rucker is
reported to have removed 3000 tous of guano from the entrance roon alonge
Mining was reported to Le in progress in 1957. The cove was first visited
by spelunkers in 1955 by Bob and Bert Crisman. Later trips include at least
one by Jares K. Daker to study the cave swallow population. It was also
visited Ly Baker in Feb, 1957.

Biologys The cave is inhabited by a large colony of Mexican free-tail bats,
Taderida brasiliensis mexicona, ond by a colony of cave swallows,
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Petrochelidon fulva pallide. It 4s reported that the Lat flight requires
1 Lour cnd 45 ninutes,

Bibliogrophy: Anonymious. 1956. Report on the Coghuilan cliff swallow.
Texos Caver, 1(9):3-4. Reprinted under the title "Swallows that nest
in Texas caves" ins NSS News, 15(1):6-7.

Boker, J.K. 1961, Uhat about bats?, p. 32. Carlsbad Caverns Natural
History Asscciation.

Cri?cﬁn, B., and B. Crisuen. 1956, Letters to the editor. Texas Caver,
1(2):5.

Eads, R.B., J.5. Wiserwon, and G.C. Menzies. 1957. Observations concerning
the Mexican free-tailed bat, Tadarida mexicano, in Texecs. Texas Journal
of Secience, 9(2):227-242.

Long, AJT. 1960. Ground=-water geology of Edwards County, Texas, rap.
Texas Water Commission Bull. 6208,

Raun, G. G., and J.K. Baker. 1958. Scue observations of Texas cave bats.
Southwestern Naturalist, 3:102-1006.

Reddell, J.R. 1965. A checklist of the cave founa of Texase. I. The
Iﬁvergebrata (exclusive of Tasecta). Texas Journcl of Science, 17(2):

l 3'1 70

Selonder, R.K., and J.K. Daker. 1957. The cave swallow in Texas. Condor,
59(6) :345-363.

Widener, D.L., eds n.de Edwords Co. Texcs Cove Survey, 1(4):36.
Reprinted in: Speleo Digest 1958, p. 1=-301. Pittsburgh Grotto Press, 19539.

Ref: TSS files

RUNAVAY CAVE Eawards County (72)
No quedrangle
Cuners Mrs. Poul Turney

Deseription: The cave consists of o single ovaleshaped roon 80' long, 4O
wide, and 8'-15% high. The entrance is a 5' in diaveter hole that drops
vertically for about 18'., At this point, scue surll alcoves in the wall
extend along a bedding plene. A steep slope drops fron Lere about 10' to
the floor at one corner of the roou. The floor is fairly flat, consisting
of silt and 0ld gucno. A single stalaguite is featured. About 20 bats were
observed on a patceh of ceiling about 50' fronm the entrance. The cave is in
the uppernost part of the upper umncued formetion Just Lelow the Del Rio
Clay. It was explored by Jares Reddell, Mills Tandy, David McKenzie, and
other nerbers of the University of Texas Grotto with Horold Turney Friess.

Ref's TSS files

SAITILIO CAVE (SWALLOW CAVE) Eawards County (i#3h4)
Indian Creek 15' Quedrengle or Certe Valley 15' Quadrangle

Ownere E,T. Rucker

Descriptions The cave opens through a sink about 8' in diaveter which pene-
trates livestone for about 5' to open in the ceiling of a large chauber
having a floor 45% below pround level. Twilight zone illuuination prevails
throughout the cave, Equipuent is needed to enter the cave., There are a
few foruations in the entrance roou, but in the second roon there are large
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travertive dams, coluuns, helictites, and other foruotions. Bones were
found in the cave by Ken Daker end identified as a black bear, Ursus
avericanus auplidens Leidy.

Biology: "On December 2, 1956, Baker estirated that 1500 nests were located
in the cave, tiostly on the walls of three domes in the ceiling about 4O
feet above the flocr, and on April 7, 1957, Letween 2500 and 3000 swallows
were present. In all probability this is the largest breeding colony of
Cave Swallows in this country. On the cave floor beneath the doces, piles
of bird guano up to 5 feet in height Lave accumulated. One row of about
10 nests apparently hed been vandalized by o predetor, peossibily o ring=
tailed cet (Bassariscus astutus), which had geined access to then by scalin§
the wall. The lowest nests in the cave were about 10 feet above the floor.
(Selander ana Baker, 1957) In addition to the swallows, Petrochelidon fulve
allida, two ring-tail cats, Bossariscus astutus, were seen when the cave
was visited on Jan. 12, 195G.

Bibliograpbys: Anonyuous. 1956. Report on the Coghuilan Cliff Swallow.
Texas Caver, 1(9):3-4. Reprinted under the title "Swallows that nest in
Texas caves" ing NSS News, 15(1):6=7.
Fronk, ReMe 1961, Cave poaleontology: Part II. Texas Caver, 6(8):93-96.
Frenk, ReMe 1964. The vertebrate paleontclogy of Texas caves. Texas
Speleological Survey, 2(3):12, 26, Miueo.
Kunath, C. 1965. Ye olde history. Privately printed. 60 ppe
Kurten, Bjorn. 1963. Fossil bears fron Texas. Pearce=Sellards Series,
No. 1, Texas Meworicl Museune 15 ppe
Kyser, D. 1956. Sclley & Scltillo Caves. Texos Caver, 1(11):5.
Selander, R.K., and J.K. Baker. 1957. The cave swallow in Texas. Condor,
59(G) 2345-363.
Widener, D.L., ed. n.d. Edwards Co. Texas Cove Survey, 1(4):36.
Reprinted int Speleo Digest 1958, p. 1=-302. Pittsburgh Grotto Press, 1959.
Ref's TSS files

SHAW'S CAVE (BISHOP'S CAVE) Edvards County (5730)
Carta Valley 15' Quadrangle
Cuner: Ned Bishop

Description: The entrance is an 8¢ deep vertical Lole meacsuring 6' wide and
9' long located at the botton of a large fumnel-shaped sink reasuring
nearly 75' in diaveter. At the bottou of the entronce lLole is the top of a
tountain of debris on which a large hackberry tree grows. To the north
the cave extends about 300' as one large roon with a few old large coclurms.
Beyond the colurmns is a talus slope going upwards ot a 12° angle to tle
ceilinge To the left of this slope, which is covered with flowstone and a
few scall dry travertine dans, is a crawlway which extends arocund the
talus slope for at least 80', On the surface abcve the talus slope is a
shallow dirt-filled sink veasuring 30' wide, 100' long, and about 5° deep.
To the right of the lorge north entrance roon is a short crawlway leadins to
o stall dry foruation roon covered with a dirt floor. To the west of the
entrance roon is another crawl which leads to a low=ceilinged charber about
50' long and 30' wide. In this roon are large fortotions that dip into the
soft £ill, indicating that the floor had been uueh lower ot one tiue. The
south portion of the cave is by far the largest. A 400! long large breakdown
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and dirt floored passage leads south. There are few foruations. The width
averages about 50' and the ceiling height avercges about 20's There is one
bigh dowe in the Ballroon ot the end of the passage. A suell pessage sore
50* long extends frou the right rear of this long passage. An eastward-
extending large rocu: just inside this south passage goes Lack for about
120%, and contains a wass of large columns and stalognites. Two larxge
doues o into the ceiling and z white nilkeof-tnguesic type coloring is
plastered on the ceiling and side of one of these doues. From the rear of
this side roou is a 200% crawlway which contains many stell dry formaticns,
and a demp dirt flcor. The ceiling averages 3' in heighte In the last

low roou of this extension there is wmuch dry caked rwmd on the floor with
scell aniinl Lones in it. This roou is apperently tie end of the cave.
The lowest depth of the cave is G0' and the total length is 1,300%'. It

is inhabited by cave swallows, Petrochelidon fulva pallide, several species
beetle, stell white spiders, and nillipeds. A stall stagnent pocl in the
large anteeroon southeast of the entrance contained what are probably
cordian worus., Also observed was one bot. (See ump, page 59

Historys Of interest is an old oil stove, cans, wax bars, and Lox in the suall
rocon to the east of the entrance roou. The origin of this noterial is not
known for certain. The cave was first reported on March 23, 1957, Ly Bob
and Bert Crisuan, but they aid not explore it at that tice. The cave was
first visited by N.S.S. wmerbers in late July, 1962, by George Gray, Bert
Crisuan, and Jin Estes. A retum trip was wode on Sept. 1, 1962, by George _
Gray, Ed deBary, end Bryant Lilly of the Abilene Grotto. The cave was nepped
in Feb. 1964 Ly uecbers of the Abilene Grotto.

Bibliography: Ancnyrious. 1962. News: Abilene. Texcs Caver, T(8):105.
Anonyuouse 1964%. Bishop's Cave. Ibid, 9(3)skl=LS.
Kunath, C, 1965. Ye olde history. Privately printed. GO pp.
Ref': Jin Estes

TORCH CAVE Lawerds Courty (i1)
o quadrangle
Ourer: Mrs. Paul Turney

Descpaption: The entronce to the cave is o small solution hole dropping
about 15' to a breakdown floor. The cave consists of cne nain roon about
100' long, 20* wide, and 10' high., This roou is aluost corpletely filled
with uassive breakdown. It is possible to clich down along the sides of
the breakdown to recch & totel depth of cbout 30's. At one end of the
entrance roou a squeeze around breakdown leads into a second roon, this one
being about 30' in dicceter and £illed with coralecovered breakdown. Much
of the corcl in the cave is very delicate and quite attractive., Although
generclly dry tlere are a few tioist areas. The presence of 0ld torches in
the entrance roon indieetes an early exploration. It wos visited by Jaues
Reddell, Mills Tandy, David MeKenzie, and other ueubers of the University
of Texas Grotto with Harold Turney Friecss. The cove is in the upperrost
part of the upper unnened formation (UUF) just below the Del Rio Clay.

Ref: TSS files
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TRAP CAVE Edwerds County (/1)
llc quadrangle
Owner: Ralph Lozano

Description: The entrauce is a very smoll sink 3' wide ond 2' deep,vith o
16" high crawl leading into the cave. The cave consists of one rcou 15°
wide and 50' long floored with Lreakdown. The cave contaired a trep lost
previcusly by the rancher, one decd raccoon, and raccocn droppings. It
was visited in the £all of 1563 by Tou Meador, Jin Estes, and Cleo Lozano.

Ref: TSS fTiles

VANCE CAVE Edwords County (743)
Hackberry 15' Quadrangle
State of Texas (owner)

Description: The entrance to the cave is a 3 x 4* hole in o road cut, The
presence of guano in the eave, however, indicates that a now-destroyed
notural entreonce was loceoted on the side of the 1ill now destroyed Ly tihe
rood cut. Frowm the entronce a UY high erawlway with o narrow floor slot
extends for about 60' before beconing too sumalle. It is possible, however,
to squecze into the slot along the left side of the upper level passage and
enter a lower level one, This, for o few feet, is fairly large, Leing
about 10* wide and 4* high. It £ills with silt, waking it necessary to
squeeze through a tight crevice-type passage to enter the wain extension
of the cave, which consists of two principal levels. The upper level is
o wide, low passoge ranging usually fron 1'=2' Ligh and up to 15 wide.
Tre lower level is a narrow slot whieh ueanders in zig-zag fashion back and
forth across the floor of the upper level. At tives, however, the divide
entirely, the upper level foruing o short cut with the lower level being
ccupletely separated frou the upper. At times it is iupossible to follow
the upper level beccuse of silt and at tiues it is impossible to follow the
lower Lecause of narrowness. At several points it was necessary to uove
several inches of dirt to get through extrenely low pleces. At no point
did the passage enlarge. With digging, it is still possible to continue
beyond the estiuated GOO' of known passaje. The cave was £irst visited on
April 18, 1964, by Jaues Reddell, David McKenzie, and Lorry Manire. A trip
was tiade to the cave by Rickord Suith, Charles Loving, Terry Raines, Neal
Prescott, and EQ Alexander on Mareh T, 1965.

Biology: A small collection of invertebrates was uade by Reddell, McKenzie,

and Monires Millipeds (Speodesius echinocurus), spiders (llesticus Rallidus),
irvature blind phalengids, unidentified nites, collerbole (Pseudosinella

petterseni), cave crickets (Ceuthophilus secretus, C. cunicularis), allecu-
1id Leetles (Lobopoda subcuneata), and staphylinid bectles zBelonuchus SDe,

nr uoguinus).

Bibliogrophys Anonyuous. 1964, Newss University of Texas, N.S.S. Texas Caver,

9(5):81-82.

Reddell, J.Rs 1965. A checklist of the cave founa of Texas. I. The
Iﬁgergebrata (exclusive of Insecta). Texas Journcl of Science, 17(2):
143-107.,
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Recdell, J.Re 19G6. A checklist of the cave founc of Texcs. II.

Insecta. Texas Journcl of Seience. (In press)
Refs TSS files

WHEAT CAVE (WHEAT CAVE NO. 2) Edwards County (36)
Neo quadrangle
Curer: Jyn Adanson

Descriptions The entraonce to the cave is a 32" x 24" solution hole near the
top of o low hill. The drop into the cave is 15' and o ladder wmade of wire
and cedar runcs hangs in place. The entrance drop leads into a lerge
charber fron which several possages extend. Following the walin passage
for cbout 150' & large roon, about 100' in diaveter, is reached. This
forus a junction with two uain passcges extending frcu it. That to the
right leads for cbout 200' ot which point a row of jointe-controlled for-
aetions divides the passage into halves for about 60*. This hias been
naued the Chinese Wall, About 200' farther aloug the passage the Fairy
Curtain is found. This is an 8' long curtain forved by stalectites and
colums ard is covered with long delicate helictites. JAbout 100 farther
along the passage a bLreakdown has blocked the passage, Lut it is possible
to elizb up along eigher side of thie passage and into the "Round Roon',

Six passages leave this room, Lut all dead-end within 30'. Fron the inter-
section o passage to the left extends about 150 before branching. Eack
braneli soon norrows to nunerous irpassable squeezeweyse. On the left side
of the passoge frou entrance to intersection a crewlucy leads to o series
of rediunesized roous, all scon nerrowing to iupassability. Froo the
entronce roou several holes in the floor lead down to a level about 50!
Lelow the surface., Here there arce three roous with o total length of 200°.
Irpassable holes extend from these roous. Frou the intersection the mein
nessage oxtends as o GO' wide, 10' high tuunel for about 200's. A low alcove
2% this point extends about 50' to the right, but becoues too sualls Frou
the alecove nassive breakdown eventually necessitates crawling and the cave
finelly ends in breekdown and silt £11l. (See uep, poge 63)

Biologys Dre O.G. Bebeock arnd F.C, Bishopp in 1926-1933 wode several collec=-
tions in the cave. Their collections ircluded cave crickets (Ceuthophilus
SDe, nr udbratilis), corcbid beetles (Rhadine bobeocki), staphylinid beetles,
and a phelangid zIeiobunum sp.) Rhadine babeoeki has also Leen collected
in this cave by S.K. Jones. A collection of invertebrates was uode in the
cave on Sept. 21, 1963, Ly Jaues Reddell and David MeKenzie, This included
pseudoscorpions, spiders (Achaeoronea porteri), ccllerbola (Pseudcsinella
setterseni), cave crickets (Ccuthophilus sps, and C. cunicularis), carabid
bLeetles thadine babeoeki), and tenebrionid beetles. The skeleton of a

bull sncke was found at the bottoun of the entrance drop by Dr. Bebeock,

History: The cave is runcred to have been used as o cunitions store Louse by
Feneho Villa, but there is no evidence to support this. The earliest known
explorations were by Mr, Ben L. Wheat, the cwner after whon the coave is
naveds During the 1920's and 1930's it was visited by Dr. 0.G. Babeock of
Sonora, who uade collections of invertebrates in the cave. Col. Adenson
is reported to have visited the cave, but did not £ind all of the cave now
known. It has also been visited on severcl occcasions Ly local people, bub
the lack of vandalisn aottests to its obscure location and small entrance.
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The cave was first visited Ly cavers on Oct. 13, 1957, when recbers of the
Corpus Christi and Alano Grottos discovered the cave. At thot tice a nop
of all Lut the uein northenst passage wes madee A trip was uade to the
cave on Febe 5, 1960, by Bill Russell, Jaues Reddell, Bartel lMorgan, aud
Tow White and a wop prepared of the cave. This tap is lecking in deteil,
but 1s couplete except for the crawlway uazes around the entrance and frou
the "Round Roon." Neither of the two available uaps is adequate and this
interesting cave should bLe coupletely and accurately surveyed. The uost
recent trip to the cave was o colleeting trip wode on Sept. 21, 1963, by
Jaces Reddell, David McKenzie, ond Horold Turney Friess.

Bibliogrephys Anonymous. 1958. News prints info from Alamo, CC and Dallas
Grottos. Texas Caver, 3(1):21.

Barr, T.C., Jr. 1960. The cavernicolous beetles of the subgenus Rhadine,
genus Agonum (Coleoptera: Carabidae). American IMidland Naturalist,
6)'.'(1) 355’ So

Jackson, H,R., 1958, TWheat Cave explored and mepped. Texas Caver, 3(1):6-7.

Kunath, C, 1965. Ye olde history. Privately printed. 60 pp.

Reddell, J. 1961. Texas Speleological Survey., Texas Caver, 6(k)s53-5k.

Reddell, J.R. 1965. A checklist of the cave fauna of Texas. I. The
iigeigebrata (exclusive of Insecta). Texas Journal of Science, 17(2):

- 7.
Reddell, J.R. 1966. A checklist of the cave fauna of Texas. II. Insecta.

Texas Journal of Science. (In press)
Ref: TSS files

WHEAT CAVE NO, 1 Edwards County (#5)
No quadrangle
Ouner: Jym Adamson

Description: This is reported to be a smell cave located near the Wheat
Ranch headquarters. The total length of the cave is about 150", It was
explored and bilological collections were made in it by Dr. 0.G. Babcock.

Biology: Dr. Babcock reports the following animels from this cave: spiders
(Physocyclus enaulus and Achaearanpea porteri), mites (Subfamily Liponissinae
and lelodinychus sp.), millipeds (Cambala speobia), crickets (Ceuthophilus
sp.), fleas (Myodopsylla collinsi and Echidnophaga gollinacea), ond £1ies
(LEEEQQEEQQQ sp.). The cave was also found inhabited by bats and by a
vulture. The bones of javelina were also found in the cave.

Bibliography: Reddell, J.R. 1965. A checklist of the cave fauna of Texas.
I. The Invertebrata (exclusive of Inmsecta). Texas Journal of Science,
17(2):143-187,

Reddell, J.R. 1966, A checklist of the cave fauna of Texas. II. Insecta,
Texas Journsl of Seience. (Ih press)
Ref: TSS files
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WHITWORTH RANCH BAT CAVE (BAT CAVE) Edwards County (3/38)
Indian Creek 15' Quadrangle
Cuner: John Whitworth

Description: This cave is reported to be a "large, unpleasant shelter cave
which develops in two directions for several hundred feet before becoming
plugged with guano. Several bundred thousand bats inhabit this humid
perasite-ridden cave.,”" (Cuevas, Guthrie, Hilliard, and Trombley, 19593

Bibliography: Anonymous. 1960. Notes, news and letters., NSS News, 18(1):2.
Cuevas, E,, J, Gutbrie, H. Hilliard, and I. Troubley. 1959. dJohn
Vhitworth's caves, Texas. Ibid, 17(11):160-163.
Ref: TSS files

WHITWORTH RANCH SHEITER CAVE (GOAT SHEITER) Edwards County (#37)
Indian Creek 15' Quadrangle
Ouner: John Whitworth

Description: The entrance to this cave is about 50' wide. This opens into a
room about 100' in diameter with a dirt slope lcading up at the back to an
end. located near Hilltop Cave it is the principal landuwerk ond is visited
by almost every group visiting Hilltop or Dragoo Caves.

Bibliogrophy: Anonymous. 1960, Abilene group tours Dragool-Hilltop with

scouts. Texas Caver, 5(2):10,

Anonymous. 1964, News: Abilene, N.S.S., Ibid, 9(3):47.

Cuevas, E., J. Guthrie, H, Hilliard, and I. Troubley. 1959. dJohn
Whitworth's caves, Texas. NSS News, 17(11):160-163.

Mﬁonezy3 2. 1957. Davis Ranch and Dragool Cave field trip. Texas Caver,
2(2):06.

Ref: TSS files

WILDCAT HOLE Edwards County (#28)
Carte Valley 15* Quadrangle
Ouner: S. Merlin Davis

Description: The cave is entered through a small hole shoped like a cat eye.
It consists of an anteroom with a connecting main chamber -which is about
85* long, 64' wide, and 37' high. There are numerous leads from the wain
room, the longest of which opens from the right side near the back and
consists of o water course. With the exception of onc or two "keyholes",
this is obout 4' high and runs consistently downward at a 15° angle for
about 200%'-250'. There arc a few formations, none of which are remerkable,
The cave contains evidence of use by wildcats, in the form of tracks and
suall aniucl bones. It was explored by Harvey Jackson, Bob Money, Jerry
Harwood, Paul Hanson, Bob Moore, and Buddy "Hammock" Frank on the weekend
of Feb, 22, 1957‘
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Bibliographys: Money, Re 1957, Davis Ranch and Dragool Cave field trip.

Texas Caver, 2(2):6.
Refs TSS files

WINTERS TRASH CAVE Edwards County
? Quadrangle
Ouner: Winters Ranch

Description: The entrauce to the cave is about 10' wide and 15' long. A
drop of several feet lets one onto a great mound of trash. The sink is
filled on all but one side, where it is possible to squeeze over the trash
and into e wide crawlway about 1* high., This continues unexplored. The
total length of the cave aos explored was 50' and the total depth sbout 25'.
Of interest were the presence of 20 year old beer cans. The cave was
explored on March 7, 1965, by Charlie Loving, Neal Prescott, Terry Raines,

Richard Suith, and EQ Alexander of the University of Texas Grotto.
Ref: Ed Alexander

WYATT CAVE (TURNEY CAVE) (WESTFALL CAVE) Edwards County (i)
No quadrangle
Cwners Mrs., Paul Turney

Description: The entrance to the ceve is a 10' in diameter sink in a small
grove of trees near the top of a bhill. A drop of 10' leads to a talus slope
uhich drops at a 10° angle for cbout 4O' at which point it opens into a
room 80' long, 30' wide, and about 10' high. A partition of formations
extends about halfeway across the room just at the base of the talus slope.
One or two small holes also admit light into the middle of this room, but
are too small to enter. A slope up at the end of the room leeds to a
crowlvay at the end of which a 4* drop leads into a 15' high, 60* long,
Lot wide bet room. A crawlway along the left well leads back towards the
entrance but becomes too small. A passage across from the entrance into
this room extends about 4O to a 6% drop into an irregular-shaped room.
The right extension of this room leads back through foruetions towards the
entrance but ends in breakdown. This room which is about 40' long leads
almost immediately into another from which three passages extend. That to
the left leads after about 50' into a cross passage. To the left this
extends as a 4*-6' high passage for about 60' before ending. This is the
nmost moist area of the cave and there are several sumell groups of live
formations. To the right the cross passage extends for about 200' before
ending. This section is not surveyed, From the junction room the passage
to the right leads up a guano slope into a bat room, turns left, and soon
connects with the other passege from the junction rcom. Froun here two
low parallel passages extend for about 50' before conmecting in another
small rocu, A crevice at the end of this room drops about 3' into a low
flat room about 10' in diameter and 2' high. No passages lead from this
room. (See map, page 68)

Bidlogy: This is one of the more noted biological caves in Texas. It is the
type locality of the widely distributed blind milliped, Cambcla speobia
(Chauberlin), uhich wes originally deseribed as a new genus, Eclytus, but
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which later proved to belong in the genus Cambala. This description was
based on material collected in Septewber and October, 192k, and June and
July, 1926, by F.C. Bishopp and 0.G. Babcock, Other ucterial collected
from this cave by Dr. Babcock in the 1920's and 1930's includes the
following: cave crickets (Ceuthophilus sp. and C. secretus), flies
(Leptometopa sp., Synthesiomyla nudiseta, Rhyuosia sp., and Trichobius
zajor), trichoptera larvae, carabid beetles %gggg;gg‘babcocki), spiders
(Achoesranea porteri), pseudoscorpions, and hervestmen (Leiobunum sp.)
Dr. Babcock is probably also the collector of the psoeid, gg%llinggggg‘
ramburii Selys-Lonchamps, taken in this cave on July 23, 1926. A collection
of fauna was made on September 21, 1963, by James Reddell and David
MeKenzie, This is included in the following complete faunal lists
Snails
Helicodiscus cigenmonni Pilsbry -- troglophile
Millipeds
Cambela speobis (Chemberlin) -- troglobite
Speodesrus echincurus Loomis == troglobite
Pseudoscorpions
Spiders
Cicurina sp. == troglobite
VMeioneta sp. =-- troglophile
Achaearanea porteri (Banks) == troglopbile
L:itmen
obunum sp. == trogloxene
Collembolg P ¢
Pseudosinella petterseni Borner -~ troglophile
Cave crickets
Ceuthophilus sp. == trogloxene
Ceuthophilus secretus Scudder -- trogloxene
Trichoptere (larvae)

Psocids
Mbgéz;;;pgpcus ravburii Selys-Longchamps == troglophile
th
Myruecozela sp., nr effrenztella Clem, =- troglophile
Flies o

Synthesiomyia nudisete ven der Wulp -- accidental

Rhymosia sp., == accidental

Ieptometoga sp. == troglophile

Irichobius major Cog. == trogloxene
Beetles

Rhadine babeocki (Barr) == troglophile

Batrisodes sp, == troglobite

Belonuchus sp., nr moguinus Casey == troglophile
5 E%ggﬂgigg muricotun muricatun (Say) -- trogloxene
nokes

Bagrotalus lepidus (Kennicott) =- accidental
s

History: The cave was visited and collections made by Dre 0.G. Babcock and
F.Co Bishopp in the 1920's and 1930's. It was rediscovered on Feb. 18, 1956,
by Holmes Semken, Don Goodson, Larry Littlefield, Arthur Carroll, and Bill
Heluer. At that time a rough map wes made of the cave. The cave was re-
visited on Feb. 5, 1960, by Bill Russell, James Reddell, Bartel Morgan, and
Tom White and a new mop made. This map is less complete than the earlier
one, but shows more detail. Neither are good maps and the cave should be
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resurveyed. The last recorded trip to the cave wes wcde on Septe. 21, 1963,
by Jarmes Reddell and Daovid McKenzie.
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Ref: TSS files
SHELTERS
GUTHRIE SHELTERS Edwards County
Rocksprings 30' Quadrangle
Owner: Perry Gutbrie
Deseription: A number of shelter caves were checked out on this ranch, but
nore noteworthy were found. One contained a nurber of newborn buzzards,
and soue were said to be inhabited by javelina. None exceeded 10' in length.
Bibliogrophyt Estes, J, 1963. Abilene Grotto visits Guthrie Cave. Texas
Caver, 8(7)=73'
Ref: Jin Estes
UNNAMED SHELTER (SITE NO. 103) Edwards County
? Quadrangle
Cuner: unknown
Descriptions A.T. Jackson (1938) reports this as an overhanging bluff about
150* long and containing burnt rocks and other midden material in its

western half. About 10* above a perennial stream it floods at times. There
are a few badly vandalized pictographs.
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Bibliogrephy: Jackson, AJT. 1938. Pilcture=writing of Texas Indians,

pe 239=240, University of Texas Publ. 3809.
He £500 v ? Ref: TSS files

UNNAMED SHEITER (SITE NO. 104) Edwards County
? Quadrangle
Cuner: unknown
Deseription: "A local citizen reports a few din paintings on the wall of o
rock shelter in the southeastern part of the county. The"pictures have
not been examined by anyone from the University of Texas." (Jackson, 1938)
Biblography: Jackscn, A.T. 1938, Picture-writing of Texas Indians,
De 240. University of Texas Publ., 3809.
Ref: TSS files
UNNAMED SHEITER (SITE NO. 105) Edwards County
? Quadrangle

Ouner: unknown

Deseription: This site is located at the head of a srall creek and contains s
few din paintings, including one of 2 man.

Bibliogrephy: Jackson, A.T. 1938. Picture-writing of Texas Indians, p. 240,
University of Texas Publ. 3809,
Ref's TSS files
UNNAMED SiZIZER (SITE NO. 106) Edwards County
? Quadrangle

Ouners unknown

Deseripiion: "A few din paintings have been reported on the wall of an overe
hanging Liv?f, They have not been examined by a representative of this
deparirent of The University of Texas.” (Jackson, 1938)

Bibliogrephys Jackson, A.T. 1938. Picture-writing of Texas Indians s De 21,

Universicy of Texas Publ, 3809.
Ref: TSS files

UNNAMED SHELTER (SITE NO. 107) Edwerds County

? Quadrangle

Owrer: unknown

Deseription: "A few pictographs on the shelter wall were reported by the
late W,V, Huskey of Uvalide, Texas." (Jackson, 1938)
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Bibliograpby: Jackson, A.T. 1938, Picture-writing of Texas Indians, p. 24l,
University of Texas Publ. 3809,
Ref: TSS files
UNNAMED SHELTER (SITE NO. 111) Edwards County
? Quadrongle
Cwner: unknown
Description: "A few pictographs are on the roof of o suall shelter that
neasures 20 x 8 x 5 feet.s In front of the shelter is o burnt-rock uidden.
Tre paintings, in red, are in o rother poor state of preservation.,”
(Jackson, 1938)
Bibliocgraphy: Jackson, A.T. 1938. Picture-writing of Texas Indians, p. 2uk,
University of Texas Publ, 3809,
Ref: TSS files
UNNAMED SHEILTERS (SITES NOS. 112-117) Edwards County
? Quadrangle
Owners: unknown

Descripiions "W,V. Huskey reported pictogrephs at a nusher of rock skelters
that have not been exanined by tbhis departuent of The University of Texes."
(Jackson, 1938)

Bibliographys Jackson, A.T. 1938. Picture-writing of Texcs Indians, p. 2bb.
Univereity of Texas Publ. 3809.
Ref: TSS files
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